James 1:14



is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Nevertheless.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a substantive and meaning “each person” or “each one” and referring to each believer.  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to be tested; to be tempted.”  Here it means to be tempted, because of the following reference to the action of the lust pattern of the sin nature.

The present tense is an iterative and retroactive progressive present.  This is a present action that began in the past and continues periodically throughout one’s life.  This is also a static present for a state or condition that will never change as long as we are alive on earth.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of being tempted by his own lust pattern from the sin nature.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“But each one is tempted”
- is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency (which indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed in the passive verb – we are the agents of our own temptation) from the feminine singular article and adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own,” and noun EPITHUMIA, meaning “craving, lust” as in Rom 7:7f; 2 Pet 1:4.
“by his own lust,”
- is the appositional or explanatory use of the nominative masculine singular present passive participle from the verbs EXELKW and DELEAZW connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The verb EXELKW means “to drag away, with the connotation of initial reluctance.”
  The verb DELEAZW means “‘to lure by the use of bait’ then to arouse someone’s interest in something by adroit measures: to be lured, enticed.  It is used of false teachers who entice unstable Christians to veer from the true path 2 Pet 2:14, 18.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens every time the believer is tempted by his sin nature.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“being dragged away and being enticed.”

James 1:14 corrected translation
“But each one is tempted by his own lust, being dragged away and being enticed.”
Explanation:
1.  “But each one is tempted”

a.  In contrast to being tempted by God, the believer is tempted to sin by his own lust or desire for something.

b.  The subject here refers specifically to the believer, even though the same principle applies to the unbeliever.  The point is that all members of the human race are tempted to think and act contrary to God.


c.  Temptation comes from three sources:



(1)  Self.



(2)  Satan and/or fallen angels.



(3)  Other people.


d.  What tempts one person may not be any temptation to another person.  We all have our own areas of temptation, depending upon what we value or want most in life.  The things we want most in life are generally the areas in which we are tempted to sin.


e.  Temptation is the longing, the desire to have or do or say something that we have always wanted.  Temptation is not a sin; it is only a temptation.  We do not acknowledge our temptations to God, only when we give into the temptation do we produce sin that has to be confessed to God.

f.  The sin nature will continue to tempt us to give it what it wants until we do so.  And even then, the sin nature is not satisfied but wants to do it again.  The sin nature is the insatiable desire for whatever it wants.  Temptation satisfied does not go away; it just hibernates.


g.  Because we tempt ourselves, we are often our own worst enemies.


n.  Just as we can say ‘no’ to sin, so also we can say ‘no’ to tempting ourselves.

2.  “by his own lust,”


a.  We are the agents of our own temptation.  Others help us by joining in making the temptation easier or more enticing, but ultimately we tempt ourselves to sin.

b.  Every believer has their own favorite pattern of lust or desire.  Some prefer power, others approbation.  Some prefer sex, others prefer chemical stimulants.  Some prefer money, others prefer materialistic things.
3.  “being dragged away and being enticed.”

a.  The function of the lust pattern of the sin nature is to drag the believer away from the divine standards in his soul and into the sewer of the cosmic system of Satan. 

b.  Lust pulls on us when we don’t want to go with it.  It tugs on our sleeve and keeps begging us to go with it.  It won’t leave us alone.

c.  The believer without doctrine in the soul, knows this is wrong, but has no doctrinal power with which to fight back and say ‘No!’


d.  The mature believer recognizes the tug, immediately says ‘No!’ and slams the door shut.


e.  The immature believer who is growing in grace is torn between both worlds of easily giving in on the one hand, and dogmatically saying ‘no’ on the other hand.


f.  The lust pattern always entices us with the things it knows we like.  It brings to our imagination all the things we would like to have and offers them to us free of charge.

g.  The lust pattern always says we can have what we want, and never warns us that there will be a price to pay.


h.  This is no different than what Satan did to the woman in the Garden of Eden before the Fall.  He enticed her with all the power and wisdom she would have without warning her of her resultant total depravity and spiritual death.


i.  Sin is always a trap, a snare – something that looks or sounds good, but always hides the repercussions.
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