James 1:12



 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, which means “being especially favored, blessed, fortunate, happy, privileged, of humans as privileged recipient of divine favor.”
  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, which means “man; husband” and is used here of the mature believer.  The predicate nominative and subject nominative suggest the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = is.  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to the happy mature believer.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to maintain a belief or course of action in the face of opposition, stand one’s ground, hold out, or endure.”


The present tense is a durative or progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present. 

The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action of maintaining his spiritual maturity in the face of opposition.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the accusative masculine singular direct object from the noun PEIRASMOS, which in its passive sense means “being tested; being tempted.”
“Happy [is] the man who endures testing,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DOKIMOS, which means “being genuine on the basis of testing, approved (by test), tried and true, genuine Jam 1:12; 2 Cor 10:18; 13:7; 2 Tim 2:15; the tried and true Christian Rom 16:10; 1 Cor 11:19.”
  Then we have the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist deponent middle/passive participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be, become.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the existing results of the past, completed action.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the mature believer producing the action.


The participle is a temporal circumstantial participle.  The aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb “he will receive.”
“because after having been approved by testing,”
- is the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive: he will receive.”

The future tense is a predictive and gnomic future for what will definitely happen at the evaluation throne of Christ.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the mature believer who passes testing produces the action of receiving special blessing from the Lord in eternity.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun STEPHANOS, which means “the crown.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, which means “of life.”

“he will receive the crown of life”

 - is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to “the crown of life.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past, completed action.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning – the Lord Jesus Christ having produced the action of promising the crown of life to any believer who endures testing and passes the tests.

The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination “to those who.”


The present tense is a durative present for something that began in the past and continues throughout the testing.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action of loving the Lord.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“which He has promised to those who love Him.”

James 1:12 corrected translation
“Happy [is] the man who endures testing, because after having been approved by testing, he will receive the crown of life, which He has promised to those who love Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Happy [is] the man who endures testing,”

a.  This verse begins one of the major topics of James’ letter – the testing and reward of the believer.  James begins with the principle—the believer who passes testing receives happiness from God as a blessing.

b.  “The man” here is an ANĒR, which is an honorable man; that is, a mature believer.


c.  The believer who passes providential preventative suffering and momentum testing is said here “to endure” the testing.  God tests us to see if His Word in our soul is more real and more important to us than the problems, difficulties, and undeserved suffering of life.


d.  God tests us for two primary reasons:



(1)  To prove to Satan and the fallen angels that there are inferior creatures in the world that do love God and will continue to love Him and do what He wants no matter what happens to them in life.



(2)  To prove to the believer that doctrine does work; that is, to prove that what God promises He will do.


e.  Whenever a believer passes any test from God, God shares His happiness with that believer.  The more tests we pass the more God shares His happiness with us.  God shares His happiness with us because, when we pass tests, we glorify the plan, will, and purpose of God.


f.  There are believers who endure testing, but do so with a lot of griping and complaining.  These believers do not share the happiness of God.  They only share their own self-induced misery with themselves.


g.  This statement echoes the teaching of our Lord in Mt 5:10-12, “Happy are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

2.  “because after having been approved by testing,”

a.  James continues with a further explanation and the reason why God will share His happiness with us.  God tests us, in order that we might be approved by the testing.   All believers are tested, but not all believers are approved by the testing.

b.  Only God can approve of us at the conclusion of testing.  The opinion of other people does not matter.  What counts is what God thinks and only what God thinks.  But once we are approved by God, then no one can take God’s approval away from us.  The fact that we passed the test stands forever as a memorial to the glorification of God.


c.  When we believe in the love, righteousness, and justice of God, and manifest that belief by doing what God wants, believing what God says, and executing His will, then we are approved by God.
3.  “he will receive the crown of life”

a.  The mature believer is happy when he passes testing because he has absolute confidence that God will reward him for passing the testing.  This is the idea taught in Heb 11:6, “And without doctrine it is impossible to please Him  for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

b.  We cannot please God without having doctrine in our soul that God can test and prove to others that that doctrine is real.  God desires to prove to the fallen angels that His Word in our soul means more to us and is more real to us than any circumstance of life.  God must test this and prove it.


c.  When God tests us and approves of our application of doctrine in testing, then God rewards us.  This verse tells us that one of the rewards for passing momentum and evidence testing is the crown of life.  The mature believer is happy when he passes evidence testing on behalf of God because he knows that he will receive the crown of life.


d.  The Crown of Life.



(1)  This decoration is awarded to spiritual heroes for production of divine good through the execution of the plan of God.  This includes all the impacts a believer can have – personal, historical, international, angelic, and heritage impact.



(2)  Therefore, the crown of life is related to the spiritual hero's production from his spiritual gift, his ambassadorship, and his royal priesthood.  The crown of life is awarded for consistent filling of the Holy Spirit, consistent perception of doctrine, and consistent use of the spiritual problem-solving devices.



(3)  Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Note that the devil is about to cast some of you in prison that you may be tested, and you will have special persecution ten times.  Keep on being faithful even until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”


(4)  The crown of life is awarded because of consistent use of the spiritual skills and advance to spiritual maturity, Jn 15.
4.  “which He has promised to those who love Him.”

a.  The crown of life is one of two crowns or eternal decorations given to the mature believer.  The other is the crown of righteousness.

b.  God has made a solemn promise to all mature believers that He will give eternal rewards and blessings to those who execute His will.


c.  “Those who love God” are believers positive to the word of God.  Only those believers who learn Bible doctrine and live their spiritual life based upon the principles and doctrines taught in God’s Word love God.


d.  Many believers say they love God, but only God can define who it is that loves Him.



(1)  Jn 14:15, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”



(2)  Jn 14:24a, “He who does not love Me does not keep My words;”

e.  The believer positive to doctrine learns doctrine and then uses what he has learned to live the spiritual life God has provided for him.  This means that he learns the problem solving devices and uses them to pass the momentum and evidence tests in life.  Thus, the positive believer passes the tests of life, is approved by God because he has depended upon the word of God in his soul, and therefore, God shares His happiness with that believer, giving that believer complete confidence in his crown of life eternal rewards.


f.  God keeps His Word, because the mature believer has kept His Word.


g.  James was teaching the principles of doctrine these new Church Age believers needed to face the tests of life and pass those tests, so that they could be approved by God and share the happiness of God.  James could not take or pass the tests for them, but he certainly had the responsibility of providing them with the promises from the word of God they needed to pass the tests.
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