Heb 9:28



- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS (used in correlation with the previous correlative particle HOSOS), meaning “so, in this manner, thus.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
“so also Christ,”

- is the adverb of degree HAPAX, meaning “once,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to bring, offer, present.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety but emphasizes the existing results of the completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that Christ received the action of bringing, presenting, or offering Himself.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb “to appear.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular article and aorist active infinitive of the verb ANAPHERW, which means “to lay or impose a burden on someone, give something to someone to bear, as a rule, in fact, to someone who is not obligated to bear it.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Christ produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose for Christ offering Himself as a sacrifice on the Cross—to bear the sins of many.

With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, used as a substantive, meaning “of many” and referring to every member of the human race, as per 1 Jn 2:2.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, meaning “the sins.”
“having been offered once to bear the sins of many,”

- is the preposition EK plus the genitive of the masculine singular numeral adjective DEUTEROS, used adverbially to indicate temporal sequence, meaning: for the second time, again Jn 3:4; 9:24; 2 Cor 13:2; Rev 19:3; Mk 14:72; Acts 11:9; Heb 9:28.”
  Then we have the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “apart from, without relation to or connection with something; independent(ly) of something; without any relation to sin, i.e. not with the purpose of atoning for it Heb 9:28; without regard to the observance of the law Rom 3:21, 28; 4:6.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to appear.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Christ will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of reality and fact.

“will appear a second time without relation to sin”

- is the dative of advantage from the masculine plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb APEKDECHOMAI, which means “to await eagerly Phil 3:20; Heb 9:28; Rom 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor 1:7; Gal 5:5; 1 Pet 3:20.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning “for the benefit or advantage of those who.”


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, all believers producing the action.


The participle is substantival.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to Christ.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA, meaning “for salvation.”

“for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”

Heb 9:28 corrected translation
“so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time without relation to sin for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”
Explanation:
1.  “so also Christ,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Furthermore just as it is certain for men to die once, and after this [there is] judgment, so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time without relation to sin for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”


b.  Just as it is certain for men to die once, so also the humanity of Christ could die spiritually and physically only once.


c.  Just as it is certain for men to die once, so also Christ appears only once to die with reference to mankind’s sinfulness.  His next appearance is without relationship to our sinfulness, but is for the salvation of those eagerly awaiting Him.

2.  “having been offered once to bear the sins of many,”

a.  In contrast to the animal sacrifices that were offered annually for the atonement of man’s sin, Christ offers Himself one time to bear the sins of everyone in His own body.


b.  The phrase “to bear the sins of many” is also used in Isa 53:12, “Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”


c.  That Christ died spiritually for our sins is also mentioned in:



(1)  1 Cor 15:3, “For I related to you as the most important things that which I also received, that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.”



(2)  1 Pet 2:24, “Who carried our sins Himself in His body on the wood, in order that, having died with reference to our sins, we might live in the sphere of His righteousness, through Whom you were healed by His wound.”



(3)  1 Pet 3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the Righteous One as a substitute for the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring all of you to God [the Father], on the one hand having been put to death in the flesh, but on the other hand having been made alive by means of the Spirit.”



(4)  This purpose is also stated in Mt 1:21, “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”


d.  The purpose of the first advent of Christ was to bear the sins of mankind and be judged for them.  Christ had to deal with the problem of our sinfulness before He can save us.


e.  “Bearing” sins means being judged for them.  Our sins were imputed, assigned, or accredited to Christ that He might be judged as a substitute for us.


f.  Our Lord was appointed to die spiritually and physically on the Cross that we might have eternal life.

3.  “will appear a second time without relation to sin”

a.  Our Lord will appear a second time and His next appearance with have nothing to do with His being judged for sin.  Instead it will result in the judgment of the unbeliever.


b.  Is this second appearance of Christ a reference to the Rapture of the Christ or to our Lord’s Second Advent?



(1)  The Rapture of the Church is mentioned in 1 Thes 4:17, “then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord” and 1 Cor 15:51-2, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed” and Jam 5:7-8, “Therefore, have patience, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Remember, the farmer waits for the precious crop produced by the earth, being patient over it [the crop] until it has received the early [winter] and the late [spring] rains.  You also have patience; strengthen your hearts, because the coming of the Lord stands near.”




(a)  Note that in these passages there is no reference to our Lord coming to earth itself.




(b)  Nothing in these passages says here that He is revealed or appears to unbelievers on earth.  His appearance is to believers in the first heaven—the atmosphere around the earth.



(2)  The second advent of Christ is a definite appearance of Christ on earth to deliver the believers of the Tribulation, especially believing Israel.




(a)  Zech 14:4, “In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.”




(b)  Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds [the Church and elect angels] and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.”




(c)  Mt 25:31-46.  Compare this description of the Second Advent with the description of the Rapture of the Church given in Mt 24:37-43.



(3)  Neither the Rapture nor the Second Advent of Christ is an appearance of Christ related to man’s sinfulness.



(4)  The next phrase in our sentence says that the Lord appears for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.  This applies equally to both the Church Age and Tribulational believers.



(5)  So the only key we have in this passage to answer this question is the verb “to appear.”  Since our Lord’s second advent is an appearance to all the earth and this is stressed in Scripture, then this statement probably refers to the second advent of Christ.  Compare Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”


c.  The fact that our Lord will be revealed or appear again is also stated in:



(1)  1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that when He will be revealed, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”



(2)  Mt 24:3, “As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”



(3)  1 Thes 4:15, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep,”



(4)  1 Pet 1:7, “that the testing of your doctrine, [which doctrine is] more valuable than gold which is passing away but is being tested by fire, might be found to result in commendation and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”



(5)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”



(6)  1 Tim 6:14, “that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance [rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ,

4.  “for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”

a.  This phrase applies equally to both the Church Age believers awaiting the Rapture of the Church and to the Tribulational believers awaiting the deliverance of the Lord at His second advent.


b.  That the Church eagerly awaits our Lord’s return is also mentioned in:



(1)  Phil 3:20, “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,”



(2)  Rom 8:23, “And not only [nature], but ourselves also, since we possess the foretaste and pledge [of future blessings] from the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly awaiting the adoption—the redemption of our body.”



(3)  1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any [spiritual] gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ;”



(4)  Gal 5:5, “For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”



(5)  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ,”


c.  That our Lord is coming again for our salvation is also stated in:



(1)  Rom 13:11, “Also do this, because recognizing the time, that [it is] already time for you to wake up from sleep, for now our deliverance is nearer than when we believed.”



(2)  1 Pet 1:5, “who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”


d.  That our salvation is completed in the future is also mentioned in:



(1)  Heb 1:14, “Are they not all spirits engaged in special service, being sent out to render service because of those who are about to inherit salvation?”



(2)  Rom 5:9-10, “Much more therefore, having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death on the cross], we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.  For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son [and we were], much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by means of His life.”



(3)  1 Thes 5:8-9, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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