Heb 9:26
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- is the casual use of the conjunction EPEI, which means “because, since, for Mt 18:32; 21:46; 27:6; Mk 15:42; Lk 1:34; Jn 13:29; 19:31; 1 Cor 14:12; 2 Cor 11:18; 13:3; Heb 5:2, 11; 6:13; 9:17; 11:11; it is also used with OUN in an inferential sense, meaning: since, then Heb 2:14; 4:6; for otherwise  Rom 3:6; 11:6, 22; 1 Cor 14:16; 15:29; Heb 10:2; for otherwise he would have had to suffer many times Heb 9:26; and with ARA, meaning: for otherwise, you see 1 Cor 5:10; 7:14.”
  Then we have the third person imperfect active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary.”


The imperfect tense is ‘pluperfective’ imperfect.  The imperfect is infrequently used to indicate a time prior to the action occurring in the narrative.  It thus indicates time antecedent to that of the main verb (which also indicates past time).


The active voice indicates that our Lord would have produced the action of needing to do something.


The indicative mood is potential indicative.  “The indicative is used with verbs of obligation, wish, or desire, followed by an infinitive.  The nature of the verb root, rather than the indicative, is what makes it look like a potential mood in its semantic force.  Specifically, verbs indicating obligation (such as DEI), wish, or desire are used with an infinitive.  They lexically limit the overall assertion, turning it into a potential action.  It is important to understand that the normal force of the indicative mood is not thereby denied; rather, the assertion is simply in the desire, not the doing.  Thus, this usage is really a subcategory of the declarative indicative.”

Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord.  This is followed by the temporal adverb POLLAKIS, meaning “many times; often; frequently.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the past, potential action of our Lord sufferings annually over and over again from the foundation of the world in its entirety and regards it as a hypothetical fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord would produce this action hypothetically.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction, and is a complementary infinitive to complete the meaning of the verb DEI = it is necessary.  Literally this says “for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times.”

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun KATABOLĒ, meaning “foundation; readily connected with the idea of founding is the sense: beginning from the foundation of the world Mt 13:35; 25:34; Lk 11:50; Heb 4:3; 9:26; Rev 13:8; 17:8.”
  With this we also have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world” and referring to the world of mankind rather than to planet earth.

“for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times from the foundation of the world.”

- is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the temporal adverb NUNI (an emphatic form of  made by adding to it the demonstrative suffix ), with focus on a prevailing situation, with the idea of time weakened or entirely absent: now, as it is, introducing the real situation after an unreal conditional clause or sentence but, as a matter of fact; 12:18; 15:20; Heb 8:6; 9:26; 11:16.”
  Then we have the adverb of degree HAPAX, meaning “once.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun SUNTELEIA, which means “at the completion, close, end Mt 13:39f, 49; 24:3; 28:20; Heb 9:26.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, which means “of the ages” and refers to a segment of time as a particular unit of history; that is, God’s various periods of human history, called dispensations.

“But as a matter of fact, once at the completion of the ages”

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose (translated “for the purpose of”) from the feminine singular noun ATHETĒSIS, which means “the process of causing something to be set aside, the removal Heb 9:26.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “of sin.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun THUSIA with the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “by the sacrifice or offering of Himself.”  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be shown or reveal oneself, be revealed, appear.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Christ received the action of being revealed to mankind in human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of a doctrinal fact.
“He has been revealed for the purpose of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”

Heb 9:26 corrected translation
“for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times from the foundation of the world.  But as a matter of fact once at the completion of the ages He has been revealed for the purpose of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”
Explanation:
1.  “for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times from the foundation of the world.”

a.  The entire thought now reads: “For Christ did not enter into a handmade holy place, a copy of the true [tabernacle], but into heaven itself to appear at the present time in the presence of God for us; nor [did He enter] in order that He might offer Himself many times, as the high priest enters the sanctuary [holy of holies] annually with another’s blood, for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times from the foundation of the world.  But now once at the completion of the ages He has been revealed for the purpose of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”


b.  Christ did not enter into heaven many times to offer Himself as the sacrifice for sin like the Levitical high priest did annually.  For, if Christ was required to make an annual offering for sin like the Levitical high priest, then Christ would have had to come to earth and suffer spiritual and physical death over and over again, year after year.


c.  It is impossible for Christ to suffer spiritual and physical death over and over again each year because it is appointed for man to die once, which is the logical conclusion and argument of the next verse.


d.  Christ can only make one offering of Himself for sin because Christ can only die spiritually and physically one time for sin.  He cannot do it over and over again.  Thus His offering of Himself once for our sins is far greater than the annual animal offerings of the Levitical high priests.


e.  Notice that the writer states that our Lord would have to offer Himself over and over again “from the foundation of the world.”  He would have to do this, not just from the foundation of the Mosaic Law and Levitical priesthood, but from the foundation of the world.  This is because personal sin began at the foundation of the world with the original sin of Adam in the Garden of Eden.  The Levitical priests could only offer sacrifices for sin from 1440 B.C. until 70 A.D., or about 1500 years.  Our Lord’s sacrifice for sin goes all the way back to the foundation of the world of mankind (at least 4000 years) plus all the way to the end of human history (at least 1000 + 7 + 1982 [30 A.D. – 2013 A.D.] = 2990 years).

2.  “But as a matter of fact, once at the completion of the ages”

a.  The writer continues with a contrasting true statement that Jesus Christ came and offered Himself as a sacrifice at the perfect time in human history.  This perfect time is called “the completion of the ages.”  The “ages” refer to the divine periods of human history known as dispensations.  The dispensations are:



(1)  The Age of the Gentiles—from Adam to Abraham.



(2)  The Age of the Jews—from Abraham to Christ.



(3)  The Incarnation of Christ—His life on earth during His First Advent.



(4)  The Church Age—from Pentecost to the Rapture.



(5)  The Great Tribulation—the seven year period from the Rapture of the Church until the Second Advent of Christ.



(6)  The Millennium—the thousand year reign of Christ from His Second Advent until the end of human history.


b.  Christ’s appearance in human history is the consummation of human history according to Gal 4:4, “But when the fullness of times had come, God sent forth His Son, having come into being by the woman, having come under the Law.”  His first advent comes at the completion of the ages of human history because the Church Age was unexpectedly inserted into human history due to Israel’s rejection of their Messiah.  The end of the Church Age is imminent—it could happen at any moment, and thus there are only seven years remaining before the last dispensation of human history.


c.  A similar statement about the Church Age being a part of the ages of the divine plan is made by Paul in 1 Cor 10:11, “Now these things kept on happening to those [believers] as an example.  Moreover it was written for our warning, for the benefit of whom the goal of the ages has come.”  The goal of human history was the revelation of the Church Age and the royal family of God—something that was never expected by Satan and the fallen angels.  We are the great mystery and secret witnesses against Satan that God kept hidden from eternity past.


d.  In Heb 6:5 the writer referred to the millennial reign of Christ, “and have partaken of the good word of God and the powers of the age to come.”  The age to come is the millennial reign of Christ, as mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 12:32, “Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.”



(2)  Lk 18:29-30, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.”



(3)  Lk 20:34-36, “The sons of this age [the Jewish Age] marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age [the millennium] and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; for they cannot even die anymore, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.”



(4)  Eph 2:7, “in order that He might show in the coming ages [the millennial and eternal state] the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”


e.  The point being emphasized here is that Christ only had to come once to make one offering rather than the many times annually that the Levitical high priest had to make his sacrifices for sin.  This same point has already been made in:



(1)  Heb 7:27, “who does not have the daily necessity, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, formerly for His own sins then for the ones [sins] of the people, because He did this once for all time, when He offered up Himself.”



(2)  Heb 9:12, “and not through the blood of goats and calves but through His own blood He entered into the holy place once for all time, having obtained eternal redemption.”



(3)  This point will again be made in Heb 10:10, “By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”


f.  Christ came at the fullness of times, at the completion of the ages to offer the sacrifice of Himself for our sins.  He came at the perfect time in human history.  Had it not been for Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ as their Messiah, Christ would have returned at the Second Advent seven years later to begin His millennial reign on earth.  Our Lord had to ascend and be seated in heaven at the right hand of the Father until God the Father could bring our Lord’s enemies under His authority.  Christ came to offer Himself as a sacrifice for sin just seven years before the beginning of His millennial reign; that is, at the completion of the ages of human history.  But because of the Jewish rejection of Christ, God dramatically inserted a new dispensation into human history (the Church Age).


g.  The Church Age is called the fullness of times in Eph 1:9-10, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention [desire], which He [God the Father] planned in Him [Christ], for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those [who are] in heaven and those [who are] on earth in Him.”


h.  Peter calls the Church Age “the last times,” 1 Pet 1:20, “on the one hand having been known before the creation of the world, but on the other hand having been revealed in the last times though all of you.”

3.  “He has been revealed for the purpose of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”

a.  The writer now makes one of his key points in the epistle.  The Son of God was revealed to mankind during His first advent for the purpose of removing sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  This is also directly stated in 1 Jn 3:5, “Indeed, you know that He was revealed [First Advent], in order that He might take away our sins; in fact sin is not in Him.”


b.  This was God the Father’s plan and purpose in eternity past.  The Son of God agreed to this plan and purpose in eternity past.


c.  God knew before He ever created angels that they would fall.  He knew Satan would sin and convince one-third of the angels to follow him.  God knew Satan would be condemned and appeal his condemnation, by saying that there was no true love in God.  God knew that He would have to prove His love of creatures to resolve Satan’s appeal.  Therefore, God knew He would have to create another creature like Satan who would fall as Satan did, so that God could demonstrate His love for that creature by saving him from his own sinfulness.  Therefore, mankind would be created to resolve Satan’s appeal and the angelic conflict.  God knew mankind would sin as Satan did.  But God also knew that He would demonstrate His love by providing a sacrifice for sin to save mankind from his own sinfulness.  Jesus Christ agreed to demonstrate that love and save mankind by the offering of Himself as a sacrifice for sin.


d.  The writer has already mentioned the purpose of our Lord’s priesthood in Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He was obligated to be made like His brethren in all things, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest concerning the things with reference to God in order to atone for the sins of the people.”  The statements “to atone for the sins of the people” and “for the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself” are parallel statements.  Therefore, the sacrifice of Himself atones for the sins of mankind.  Our sin is removed from us by our Lord’s sacrifice of Himself for us.


e.  Christ has been revealed the first time in human history to demonstrate God’s love by the removal of our personal sins through the sacrifice of Himself.  Christ will be revealed the second time in human history to demonstrate the wrath of God against unbelievers and to demonstrate the love and faithfulness of God to believing Israel.


f.  The purpose of the First Advent was the removal of mankind’s sin.  The purpose of the Second Advent is the judgment of unbelieving mankind and restoration of believing Israel and the perfect environment of the earth.


g.  The sacrifice of our Lord in His spiritual death removed the barrier, the condemnation, the guilt, and the judgment of our sins and sinfulness, which kept us from having a relationship with God.


h.  The sacrifice of Christ Himself removed sin forever as a barrier between God and man.  No animal sacrifice, no Levitical sacrifice, and no Levitical offering ever remove sin forever.  Christ’s sacrifice of Himself as our High priest is far superior to any other priesthood in human history, including the Levitical priesthood.
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