Heb 9:24



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative OU, meaning “not.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place, meaning “into,” from the neuter plural adjective CHEIROPOIETOS (which we had in verse 11), meaning “made by/with hands” or as an adjective modifying a noun “handmade” plus the neuter plural noun HAGIOS, meaning “holy place.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to go into, to enter into.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past, historical fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action in ascension and session.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
“For Christ did not enter into a handmade holy place,”

- is the accusative of simple apposition from the neuter plural adjective ANTITUPOS (from which we derive the English word ‘antitype’), meaning “copy, antitype, representation: a (mere) copy of the true (sanctuary) Heb 9:24.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, used as a substantive, meaning “of the true” and referring to “the true tabernacle” of Heb 8:2, 
“a copy of the true [tabernacle],”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in the predicate position with the article and noun OURANOS, meaning “into heaven itself.”

“but into heaven itself,”

 - is the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now, at the present time, with focus on the immediate present, designating both a point of time as well as its extent.”
  It refers to the entire period of the Church Age.  Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb EMPHANIZW, which means “(1) to lay open to view, make visible Jn 14:22.  The passive voice with an active sense: become visible, appear to someone Mt 27:53; before God’s face (of Christ’s appearance before God in heaven) Heb 9:24; (2) to provide information, make clear, explain, inform, make a report especially of an official report to the authorities; inform Acts 23:15, 22; make clear Heb 11:14; reveal, make known Jn 14:21; (3) to convey a formal report about a judicial matter, present evidence, bring charges Acts 24:1; 25:2; 25:15.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past, historical fact.


The passive voice is a deponent passive, being active in meaning with Christ producing the action of appearing before God the Father in the third heaven.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, and should be translated “to appear.”

This is followed by the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPON, meaning literally “before the face” but meaning: “in the presence.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s presence.”  Finally, we have the preposition HUPER plus the first person plural genitive of advantage from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for us” in the sense of “as a substitute for us.”
“to appear at the present time in the presence of God for us;”

Heb 9:24 corrected translation
“For Christ did not enter into a handmade holy place, a copy of the true [tabernacle], but into heaven itself to appear at the present time in the presence of God for us;”
Explanation:
1.  “For Christ did not enter into a handmade holy place,”

a.  The writer continues with a further explanation of how the heavenly things needed to be cleansed with better sacrifices.


b.  Jesus Christ in hypostatic union ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father, Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said, ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”


c.  Our Lord entered into the real holy place—the throne room of God the Father in the third heaven and was seated there, establishing His throne forever, Heb 1:8, “but on the other hand to the Son, [He says], ‘Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ], is forever, and the scepter of Your kingdom [is] the scepter of righteousness.’”


d.  The third heaven or abode of God was not made with human hands.  It is the abode of God and existed from eternity past, long before the creation of any angel or man.


e.  Therefore, the abode of God or heaven itself is a far superior holy place than any dwelling place on earth made by human hands.


f.  As our High Priest, Jesus Christ did not enter an earthly holy place to offer the blood of an animal sacrifice.  Instead, He entered into the real holy place in heaven with the offering of His own spiritual and physical death as a sacrifice for sin.

2.  “a copy of the true [tabernacle], but into heaven itself”

a.  The true tabernacle is the place where God resides in the third heavens, far beyond the stellar universe.


b.  The handmade, earthly tabernacle and all of the following temples were only a copy of the true tabernacle.  It was a shadow representing the reality in heaven.


c.  Christ entered the copy-tabernacle on earth as deity; that is, as the Shekinah Glory to indicate His presence with, protection of, and blessing of Israel.


d.  Jesus Christ entered the true tabernacle as the God-man, who had taken away the sins of the world and provided eternal salvation once for all time.


e.  The true tabernacle or place of residence of God is heaven itself.


f.  The fact that Jesus Christ ascended to heaven itself was already stated in Heb 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”

3.  “to appear at the present time in the presence of God for us;”

a.  The writer continues with a statement of the purpose for our Lord entering into heaven itself.  He entered the true holy place to appear in the presence of God for us.



(1)  This was first mentioned in this epistle in Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He was obligated to be made like His brethren in all things, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest concerning the things with reference to God in order to atone for the sins of the people.”



(2)  Our Lord makes a formal appearance to God the Father to offer Himself as the one and only perfect atonement for us.



(3)  Christ’s spiritual death on the Cross is the one and only perfect sacrifice for our personal sins.  His spiritual death (having our personal sins imputed to Him) and being judged as a substitute for us was presented to God the Father to convey a formal report about a judicial matter; that is, to present evidence of His atonement for sin and our reconciliation to God, which is the final, supreme evidence against Satan in his appeal trial.



(4)  The substitutionary atonement of Christ for us is also mentioned in:




(a)  Tit 2:12b-14, “we might live in a self-controlled manner both righteously and in a spiritual manner in this present age, while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself as a substitute for us, in order that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and purify for Himself a special people, enthusiastic adherents of intrinsic good works.”




(b)  1 Pet 2:21, “For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps.”




(c)  1 Pet 3:18, 22, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the Righteous One as a substitute for the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring all of you to God [the Father], on the one hand having been put to death in the flesh, but on the other hand having been made alive by means of the Spirit, …Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”




(d)  Rom 5:6, “So Christ, while we were still [spiritually] helpless, yet at the right time He died as a substitute for the godless ones.”




(e)  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us.”



(f)  Rom 8:32, “He who did not even spare His own Son, but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment, how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us the all things?”




(g)  1 Cor 15:3, “For I related to you as the most important things that which I also received, that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.”




(h)  2 Cor 5:14-15, “Therefore the love for Christ motivates us, having considered this, that One died as a substitute for all, as a result all died.  In fact He died as a substitute for everyone, in order that the living might no longer live for the benefit of themselves but for the benefit of Him who died as a substitute for them and was raised.”




(i)  2 Cor 5:21, “The One who did not know sin, He was made sin as a substitute for us, in order that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”




(j)  Gal 1:4, “who gave Himself up as a substitute for our sins, in order that He might deliver us from this present evil age according to the will of God, even our Father,”




(k)  Gal 2:20, “Yet I am no longer living, but Christ is living in me.  Moreover that which I am now living in the flesh, I am living because of doctrine, the doctrine which belongs to the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself over as a substitute for me.”




(l)  Gal 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse as a substitute for us, for it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who permits himself to hang on the wood.’”




(m)  Eph 5:2, “and continue walking in the sphere of unconditional love, just as Christ also loved us and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in a fragrant aroma.”




(n)  Eph 5:25, “Husbands, unconditionally love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her.”




(o)  1 Thes 5:9-10, “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died as a substitute for us, in order that whether we are awake or asleep we shall live together with Him.”


b.  We have a related passage taught by Paul in 1 Tim 2:5-6, “For God is one [in essence].  One person [is] also a mediator between God and mankind, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom as a substitute for all mankind, a testimony at the proper time.”


c.  The adverb NUN, meaning “now, at the present time” indicates that Jesus Christ is now in the presence of God the Father, at the right hand of the Father in the holy place, the true tabernacle in heaven, and is seated there as our mediator, advocate, and high priest.  He will continue to stay right there until His second advent.


d.  Jesus Christ went to the true tabernacle in heaven to present Himself as the true offering for sin.



(1)  He presented His willing sacrifice of Himself on our behalf (or for us), since as sinful creatures we could not offer ourselves.



(2)  The only thing we could offer for our personal sins was our own spiritual and physical death, which is what the unbeliever does.  The unbeliever has nothing to offer God—they remain in spiritual death and remain in physical death.



(3)  Jesus Christ saved us from this terrible fate by dying spiritually and physically for us as our substitute.



(4)  His offering of Himself as the only true sacrifice for sin has been accepted by God the Father completely, so that there is no longer any death for those who are in Christ Jesus.  We have eternal life with its spiritual life, and physical death has no victory over us.


e.  Jesus Christ appears before God the Father as:



(1)  Our defense attorney.  He argues our case that He paid the price for our sins and we belong to Him.  Therefore, if He is accepted in heaven by God the Father, then we must also be accepted in heaven “in the Beloved.”




(a)  1 Jn 2:1, “My dear children, I am writing these things to you, in order that you may not sin.  Any yet, if anyone sins, we continue to have a mediator [intercessor, helper] with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.”




(b)  Rom 8:34, “Who is the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus is the One Who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”



(2)  Our High Priest.  Our Lord has made the complete and perfect offering of Himself for our personal sins, and God the Father has accepted that offering as complete and finished.  Therefore, there is now no condemnation to us, who are in union with our High Priest.  Heb 8:1-2, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary; that is, in the true tabernacle, which the Lord set up, not man.”



(3)  Our Mediator.  Our Lord has mediated the reconciliation between God and us by destroying the barrier of sin, which stood between God and us.  Heb 8:6, “But now He has attained a more excellent service, inasmuch as He is also the mediator of a better covenant [promissory obligation or declaration of God’s purpose], which has been enacted on the basis of better promises.”


f.  Charles Hodge sums up what Christ does for us, “Christ presents Himself before God as our representative.  His perfect manhood, his official character, and his finished work, plead for us before the throne of God.  All that the Son of God as incarnate is, and all that He did on earth, He is, and did for us; so that God can regard us with all the favor which is due to Him.  His presence, therefore, is a perpetual and prevailing intercession with God in behalf of His people, and secures for them all the benefits of His redemption.”
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