Heb 9:21



- is the continuative or additive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SKĒNĒ, meaning “tabernacle” plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all” with the neuter plural article and noun SKEUOS, meaning “the things, objects, equipment, or instruments.”  These two objects are connected by the coordinating conjunctions KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun LEITOURGIA, which means “of the service.”
“Furthermore both the tabernacle and all the objects of the service”

 - is the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA, meaning “with blood.”  Then we have the adverb of manner HOMOIWS, which means “likewise, so, similarly, in the same way.”  Finally, we have third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HRANTIZW, which means “to sprinkle.”


The aorist tense is a historical/constative aorist, which presents the past action as a fact in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Moses produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“with blood in the same way he sprinkled.”

The Greek word order has to be rearranged to our English thought and language pattern.

Heb 9:21 corrected translation
“Furthermore in the same way he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the objects of the service.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore in the same way he sprinkled with blood”

a.  The conjunction DE, returns us to the main thought line—the list begun in verse 19 (“after taking the blood of the calves with water and red wool and hyssop, he sprinkled both the scroll itself and all the people,”), which was interrupted by the quote in verse 20.


b.  There is no Old Testament reference to Moses sprinkling with blood the tabernacle and all the objects of the priestly service.  The closest parallel is found not in Ex 24:3-8 (as some commentators might assert), but in Ex 40:9-10, “Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be holy.  You shall anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar, and the altar shall be most holy.”

2.  “both the tabernacle and all the objects of the service.”

a.  Both the place where sinful man functioned in service to God and the objects of service that were touched by sinful man had to be purified by sacrificial blood.


b.  The sprinkling of the tabernacle and objects of service with blood is alluded to in Num 7:1, “Now on the day that Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it and consecrated it with all its furnishings and the altar and all its utensils; he anointed them and consecrated them also.”


c.  That this statement of the writer of Hebrews was the common belief by the Jews even though not directly mentioned in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament) is confirmed by the statement of Josephus, who says that Moses spent seven days purifying the priests and their vestments “as also the tabernacle and its vessels, both with oil…and with the blood of bulls and rams.”

3.  The details of this passage and whether or not it is directly cited in the Old Testament are not the issue.  The point God the Holy Spirit is making is that there is nothing man can do for God by way of service, ministry, or anything else apart from the saving work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.


(1)  We have a relationship with God only because of the priesthood of Jesus Christ.


(2)  We only have service for God because of the priesthood of Jesus Christ.


(3)  There is nothing we have to offer by way of sacrifice to God apart from the priesthood of Jesus Christ.


(4)  There is no service we perform for God apart from the priesthood of Jesus Christ.


(5)  There is nothing we can do for God apart from our relationship to the priesthood of Jesus Christ.


(6)  Without the priesthood of Jesus Christ we are nothing in the eyes of God the Father and have nothing to offer Him.


(7)  However, because of our High Priest and our relationship to Him, we can have acceptable service to God.



(a)  Rom 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, because of the compassions from God, offer your bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—your rational service.”



(b)  1 Cor 7:35, “Now I am saying this for your own benefit, not in order that I might throw a noose on you but for the purpose of the noble and devoted service to the Lord without distraction.”



(c)  We have been given a spiritual gift, so that we can serve God by using our spiritual gift.  Rom 12:6-8, “And since we have different gifts according to the grace given to us, if the spiritual gift of prophecy, [then prophecy] in agreement with the doctrine, if service, [then serve] in the sphere of the gift of service, if teaching, [then teach] in the sphere of the gift of teaching, if comforting and encouraging, [then comfort and encourage] in the gift of comforting and encouraging; he who shares, with genuine generosity; he who manages administration, with diligence; he who performs acts of mercy, with graciousness.”



(d)  1 Cor 12:4-7, “Now there are differences of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are different types of service, and yet the same Lord.  In fact there are different types of production, but the same God [Holy Spirit] who produces all [spiritual] things in all [believers].  But the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person for His advantage.”



(e)  Eph 4:11-13, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness [pleroma status] of Christ.”



(f)  2 Cor 5:18-19, “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation, since God certainly kept on being in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing to them their sins, and yet having established by us the message of reconciliation.”
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