Heb 8:2



- is the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural article and adjective HAGIOS, used as a substantive, and meaning “in the sanctuary Heb 8:2; 9:24f; 13:11; also the front, or outer part of the temple, the holy place Heb 9:2; the heavenly sanctuary Heb 9:12; 10:19; the holy of holies Heb 9:3.”
  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun LEITOURGOS, which means, “one engaged in administrative or cultic service, servant, a minister, used of Greek-Roman officials as servants of God Rom 13:6; used of heavenly beings as servants of God Heb 1:7; of Christ, the true High Priest a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle Heb 8:2; and of Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus for the gentiles Rom 15:16.”
  This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” with the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun SKĒNĒ, which means “in the tabernacle.”  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, which means “true.”

“a minister in the sanctuary; that is, in the true tabernacle,”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the true tabernacle just mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PĒGNUMI, which means “to set up or erect a construction, put together, build, pitch a tent; of the tabernacle to set up Heb 8:2.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord (God the Father) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to God the Father.  Then we have the strong negative OU, meaning “not” and the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”

“which the Lord set up, not man.”

Heb 8:2 corrected translation
“a minister in the sanctuary; that is, in the true tabernacle, which the Lord set up, not man.”
Explanation:
1.  “a minister in the sanctuary; that is, in the true tabernacle,”

a.  The entire sentence says, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary; that is in the true tabernacle, which the Lord set up, not man.”


b.  The sanctuary and/or true tabernacle of God is heaven itself.


c.  The sanctuary is a reference to the third heaven; that is, the throne room of God.


d.  The sanctuary of God is called here the true tabernacle; that is, the real residence of our Lord rather than the tabernacle on earth where He resided as the Shekinah Glory.


e.  The point is that our High Priest, the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union with His deity, has sat down in the sanctuary or true tabernacle of God the Father, the Majesty in the heavens.


f.  As our high priest, our Lord is our minister, serving on our behalf in the true holy of holies, where God the Father dwells and at whose right hand He sits.


g.  A minister is someone who serves on behalf of another.  Our Lord serves on behalf of us, His bride and royal family.


h.  This service is His intercession on our behalf as our high priest.


i.  Unlike the priests of the Levitical priesthood who serve and minister on earth, our Lord serves and ministers in heaven at the right hand of the Father.  Therefore, His service and ministry for the Church is far superior and far more effective than anything the Levitical priests could do.

2.  “which the Lord set up, not man.”

a.  The Lord, here, is a reference to God the Father.  God the Father set up, pitched, or built the true tabernacle, the real holy of holies in heaven.


b.  The erection or pitching of the tent or tabernacle of Israel in the wilderness was only a model of what Moses saw in heaven.



(1)  Heb 8:5, “who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, ‘See,’ He says, ‘that you make all things according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.’”



(2)  Ex 25:40, “See that you make them after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the mountain.”


b.  This same thought is mentioned again in Heb 9:11, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands; that is to say, not of this creation.”


c.  The emphasis here is that our Lord ministers in a tabernacle made by God rather than by man.


d.  The Levitical priests served in a tabernacle and temple made by man through human effort and ability.  Our Lord serves and ministers in the real tabernacle and temple of heaven; that is, in the throne room or holy of holies of God the Father.  Thus our Lord’s place of ministry is superior to the place of ministry of the Levitical priests.


e.  Not only is His place of service and ministry superior, but His offering is superior.  This is the subject that will be developed in the next and following verses.
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