Heb 7:25
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- is the adverb HOTHEN, which is used “of deduction from a circumstance, meaning: from which fact 1 Jn 2:18; and used as an indicator of the basis for an action or procedure, meaning: for which reason; at the beginning of a clause therefore, hence Mt 14:7; Acts 26:19; Heb 2:17; 3:1; 7:25; 8:3; 9:18; 11:19.”
  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the present active infinitive from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for the statement of an absolute fact that never changes.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action both now and forever.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DUNAMI = to be able.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (extent of time) from the neuter singular article and adjective PANELĒS, which prepositional phrase is used in the Bible for the adverb PANTELWS.  It has two meanings: “(1) pertaining to meeting a very high standard of quality or completeness, completely; with respect to an action it means (quite) completely, perfectly, absolutely, fully, wholly. The Armenian version understands Heb 7:25 in this sense; so also many later interpreters. Lk 13:11 is also understood in this sense by many: she could not stand completely straight; or with respect to ability she could not straighten herself up at all (so the Vulgate Syriac); and (2) pertaining to unlimited duration of time, forever, for all time Heb 7:25 is understood in this sense by the Vulgate, Syriac, and Coptic versions.”
  Another good translation of this adverbial prepositional phrase suggested by Louw and Nida is “eternally.”  Both meanings are correct theologically and both meanings are being taught by the author in this letter.  Since our salvation is eternal, it is also both perfect and complete.  The second meaning has to take precedence because this is the thought in the context of this sentence in complement with the previous statement ‘because He continues forever’.  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a durative, static, and gnomic present.  This action began in the past and continues forever, which makes it a static state or condition and an absolute principle of doctrine.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, with our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic and absolute statement of fact and reality.
“for which reason also He is able to save eternally”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present deponent middle participle of the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come to; approach.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning “those who.”

The present tense is a static or aoristic present for what continues as always true throughout human history.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning—those who believe in Christ are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspect, but substantivized by the article, making it the direct object of the verb.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of intermediate agency from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “through Him” and referring to Christ as our Mediator and High Priest.  This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“those who approach God through Him,”
- is the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “always,” followed by the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue to go on forever.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The participle is not a causal participle as most translators and commentators think, but a result participle, which should be translated “with the result that He lives.”  There are two reasons for this:
1.  A causal participle normally precedes the verb it modifies (Wallace, p. 631).  Result participles normally follow the main verb (Wallace, p. 638).  This participle follows the main verb “to be able.”
2.  The logic of the sentence states that because He holds His priesthood permanently, He is able to save eternally those who approach God through Him.  The reason is already given for why He is able to save us eternally—it is because He holds His priesthood permanently.  The main thought is not: He is able to save us eternally, because He always makes intercession for us.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb ENTUGCHANW, which means “to meet, turn to, approach, appeal, petition Acts 25:24; of intercession by the Holy Spirit Rom 8:27; of Christ’s intercession Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25.”
  Louw-Nida give the meaning “to speak to someone on behalf of someone else—to intercede, to make intercession.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue throughout our lives and forever.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of petitioning God the Father on our behalf.


This is an infinitive of purpose.  The construction EIS TO + the infinitive is one of the means of indicating purpose.
Finally we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “on their behalf” or “for their sake” or simple “for them.”
“with the result that He always lives to make intercession on their behalf.”
Heb 7:25 corrected translation
“for which reason also He is able to save eternally those who approach God through Him, with the result that He always lives to make intercession on their behalf.”
Explanation:
1.  “for which reason also He is able to save eternally”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Furthermore, on the one hand, those having become priests [exist] in greater numbers because of being prevented by death from continuing, on the other hand, He, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently; for which reason also He is able to save eternally those who approach God through Him, with the result that He always lives to make intercession on their behalf.”

b.  The logic of the thought is as follows:



(1)  Our Lord holds His priesthood permanently, because He continues forever.


(2)  Because He continues forever, He is also able to save eternally those who approach God through Him.



(3)  He is able to save those who approach God the Father through Him, with the result that He can always make intercession for them.


c.  Because our High Priest lives forever, He is able to save us forever.


d.  Our Lord does not save us for a little while, so that we may share in just His millennial reign and then it is all over.  We have been saved forever, so that we might live with Him forever in the eternal state.


e.  God the Father has made our relationship with Christ an eternal one that we might also have an eternal relationship with Himself through that One who lives forever.


f.  Not only does Christ have the ability to save eternally, but He does so.  The salvation we have is an eternal salvation.  It is not temporary, not conditional, but eternal.  The eternity of this salvation is a gift of God from the grace of God because of the love of God.  We cannot earn it and certainly do not deserve it.


g.  Because salvation is eternal, it is also secure.



(1)  If it were possible to lose our salvation, then God could not legitimately call it an “eternal” salvation.  It would be a “temporal,” “temporary,” or “conditional” salvation.



(2)  There is nothing temporal, temporary, or conditional about our salvation.



(3)  An “eternal salvation” means that God gives us a gift that is not dependent upon how we act after we receive the gift.  For example, we have all given a child a gift at Christmas.  The child loves and enjoys the gift for a while and then ignores it, neglects it, and completely disregards it as time goes by.  Years later do we suddenly jump up in our righteous indignation and take the gift back, stating to the child that if he doesn’t appreciate the gift, then he doesn’t deserve to keep it?  No, of course we don’t.  Neither does God.



(4)  Salvation is a gift of God, and not just any gift, but an eternal gift.  Once He gives it, it is given for eternity.



(5)  This makes our salvation the most secure gift ever given by God.


h.  If salvation is not eternal, then the intercession of Christ as our High Priest is not eternal.  And if the intercession of Christ as our High Priest is not eternal, then the priesthood of Christ is not eternal.  And if the priesthood of Christ is not eternal, then Christ is not acceptable to God in heaven.  And if Christ is not acceptable to God in heaven, then His work on the Cross is not acceptable to God the Father.  And if Christ’s work on the Cross is not acceptable to God the Father, then Christ died needlessly.  And if Christ died needlessly, then we are the most miserable of all men, having believed a lie.  (This is Paul’s argument in 1 Cor 15 (especially verse 19)).
2.  “those who approach God through Him,”

a.  This phrase refers to those who have believed or trusted in Christ for their eternal salvation.  The emphasis is on what we did as unbelievers in wanting to have a relationship with God and what Christ did for us in making that desire a reality.

b.  The concept of our ability to approach God is also taught in:


(1)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me’.”


(2)  Eph 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far away have been brought near by means of the blood [blood = death—spiritual death] of Christ.”


(3)  Eph 3:12, “through Whom we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”


(4)  1 Pet 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the Righteous One as a substitute for the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring all of you to God [the Father], on the one hand having been put to death in the flesh, but on the other hand having been made alive by means of the Spirit.”

c.  As unbelievers we all approached God the Father through God the Son.  As royal family and royal priests we also have direct access to the Father in prayer, while Christ continues to intercede for us, Jn 16:26-27, “In that day [the Church Age] you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.”  This is why we are exhorted to go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace, Heb 4:16.

d.  We have direct access to God the Father as royal priests in union with Christ.  We also have two members of the Trinity who intercede on our behalf with God the Father.

3.  “with the result that He always lives to make intercession on their behalf.”

a.  The writer concludes his statement with the practical result of the fact that He is able to save those who approach God the Father through Him.  The result of eternal salvation is that Christ as our High Priest is now always able to intercede on our behalf.

b.  The intercession that Christ makes to God the Father on our behalf is also taught in:



(1)  Isa 53:12, “Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”


(2)  Rom 8:34, “Who is the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus is the One Who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”

c.  The theologian Charles Hodge states the following with regard to the intercession of Christ.


“Christ presents Himself before God as our representative.  His perfect manhood, His official character, and His finished work, plead for us before the throne of God.  All that the Son of God as incarnate is, and all that He did on earth, He is, and did for us; so that God can regard us with all the favor which is due to Him.  His presence, therefore, is a perpetual and prevailing intercession with God in behalf of His people, and secures for them all the benefits of His redemption.  He is our advocate.  He appears at the [judicial] bar of God for us.  He pleads our cause.  He presents His work of obedience and suffering as the ground of our justification.  He exerts His influence, the influence of His character as the Son of God in whom the Father is ever well pleased, and whom He hears always, as well as the influence due to Him in virtue of the covenant of redemption, and the perfect fulfillment of its conditions, to secure for His people all the good they need.  The intercession of Christ includes —(1) His appearing before God in our behalf, as the sacrifice for our sins, as our High Priest, on the ground of whose work we receive the remission of our sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and all needed good; (2) Defense against the charges of Satan, who is the great accuser; (3) His offering Himself as our surety [down payment], not only that the demands of justice shall be shown to be satisfied, but that His people shall be obedient and faithful; (4) The sanctifying of our prayers, and all our services, rendering them acceptable to God, through His own merits.”



(2)  1 Jn 2:1, “My dear children, I am writing these things to you, in order that you may not sin.  Any yet, if anyone sins, we continue to have a mediator [intercessor, helper] with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.”

d.  We will see in Heb 9:24 that Christ’s ascension and session into heaven was done for our benefit, “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

e.  Our Lord certainly intercedes for us in prayer, but He also functions in interceding for us as our defense attorney against the accusations of Satan.  He is called our Advocate and makes intercession for us as our Advocate.



(1)  An advocate is one who undertakes the cause of another.  In its Biblical meaning, advocacy represents divine enablement and assistance.


(2)  The New Testament word for advocate is PARAKLĒTOS, Jn 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:17.


(3)  Two persons of the Trinity are recognized as advocates: the Son and the Spirit.  Christ in His earthly ministry was an advocate for His own in the world; before He left He promised another to come.  By the use of the word ‘another’ Christ implied that His own ministry on earth had been that of an advocate, Jn 14:16.


(4)  As a legal representative in the court of heaven, Christ now functions as the believer’s advocate, 1 Jn 2:1.  This present work of Christ is known as the ‘unfinished work’.



(5)  The advocacy of Christ in heaven regarding the believer’s sin is so complete and perfect that He has the title ‘Jesus Christ the righteous’.


(6)  The advocacy of the Spirit is one of intercession and direct aiding, Rom 8:26‑27.


(7)  Thus, there are three general uses of the word advocate: a legal advocate, which Christ is now in heaven; an intercession agent, which Christ and the Spirit are now; and a general helper, which Christ was while on earth and which the Spirit is throughout the Church Age.

f.  Therefore, there are two aspects to our Lord’s intercession for us as High Priest.



(1)  When we sin, He intercedes for us with God the Father as our defense attorney against the accusations of Satan, offering as our defense the fact that He was judged for all our sins on the Cross by God the Father.  Rom 8:33-34, “Who will bring accusation against the elect of God?  The One who justifies (vindicates) [is] God.  Who is the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus is the One Who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions [intercedes] on behalf of us.”  This ministry continuously secures our eternal salvation.  Our Lord intercedes on our behalf for every sin we commit to ensure our eternal salvation.  This is why no sin we commit after salvation can cause us to lose our eternal salvation.


(2)  When we pray, He and the Spirit intercede for us with God the Father, in order to have our prayers answered and prevent the loss of our eternal salvation.
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