Heb 7:17



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness to, declare, testify, witness.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  This is also an aoristic present for a timeless fact.


The passive voice indicates that what is said about the priesthood of Christ received the action of being declared or testified about or witnessed to in Scripture.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the use of the conjunction HOTI to introduce direct discourse; that is, an actual quote from Ps 110:4.
“For it is declared,”

 - is the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HIEREUS, meaning “a priest.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative masculine singular of measure (here the measurement is time—how long) from the article and noun AIWN, which means literally “for the ages,” but is an idiom meaning “forever.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun TAXIS, which means “an arrangement in which someone or something functions: arrangement, nature, manner, condition, outward aspect, which the author interprets to mean that Jesus was a high priest according to the nature of = just like Melchizedek; that is, like the type of arrangement made for the functioning of Melchizedek.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the noun MELCHISEDEK, which we transliterate as Melchizedek.

“‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek’.”

Heb 7:17 corrected translation
“For it is declared, ‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek’.”
Explanation:
1.  “For it is declared,”

a.  The writer continues with his ultimate proof of the fact that Christ has become a high priest on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.


b.  The ultimate proof is the statement of the word of God, which he now quotes, Ps 110:4.

2.  “‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek’.”

a.  This quote of Ps 110:4 was first used by our author in Heb 5:6, “just as He also says in another passage, ‘You are a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek’.”


b.  Then our author referred to it again in Heb 5:10, “being designated by God a high priest according to the manner of Melchizedek.”


c.  Then again it is mentioned in Heb 6:20, “where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek.”


d.  The repetitious quoting of this passage is obviously to emphasize a point.  That point being that Jesus Christ in His humanity had a priesthood, and because of His resurrection that priesthood is going to continue forever.


e.  The “everlasting” priesthood of Melchizedek established the pattern for the type of priesthood our Lord would have.  It would not be a temporal priesthood that ends with the death of the priest, but an eternal priesthood that intercedes forever with God the Father on our behalf.


f.  Being a priest now, means that Jesus Christ represents us before God the Father.


g.  One of His major functions as our High Priest is to intercede for us in prayer.  This function of His priesthood is mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 8:27, “Moreover He [God the Son], who keeps on searching the hearts, knows what the thinking of the Spirit is, so that according to God’s will He makes intercession in behalf of the saints.”



(2)  Rom 8:34, “Who is the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus is the One Who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”



(3)  This intercessory function of our Lord as our high priest will be emphasized in Heb 7:25, “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”


h.  Therefore, God has made a promise to us of eternal life, and we have strong encouragement to keep hold of our present confidence in that promise because we have a high priest forever, who has entered into the real Holy of Holies at the right hand of the Father to make intercession for us.  This is the thrust of the entire passage.


i.  Our Lord’s high priesthood is our eternal security.
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