Heb 7:12



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the genitive feminine singular present passive participle from the verb METATITHĒMI, which means “to be change, altered.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without emphasis on its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that the priesthood representing man before God receives the action of being changed.


The participle is circumstantial and temporal, translated “when the priesthood is changed.”

Then we have the genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HIERWSUNĒ, which means “the priesthood.”  This genitive functions as the subject of the previous participle, which is also in the genitive case.  “The genitive absolute participial construction consists of the following:

1) a noun or pronoun in the genitive case;

2) a genitive anarthrous participle;

3) the entire construction at the front of a sentence;

4) this construction is unconnected with the rest of the sentence (i.e., its subject-the genitive noun or pronoun-is different from the subject of the main clause);

5) the participle is always adverbial (circumstantial) or, at least, dependent-verbal (i.e., it cannot be an adjectival or substantival participle);

6) the participle is normally (about 90% of the time) temporal.”
  This can also be a conditional participle, as Wallace so lists on page 633 of his grammar.  The difference in meaning between the two is not great.

“For when the priesthood is changed,”

 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin, cause, motive, or reason, translated: “from, of” plus the feminine singular noun ANAGKĒ, meaning “necessity.”  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “of law.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun METATHESIS, which means “change, transformation Heb 7:12; 12:27.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur; to be made; to be done; to take place.”


The present tense is a durative and customary present for what began at the start of the Church Age and continues throughout the Church Age and is reasonably expected to occur.
The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the change of law producing the action of taking place, happening, being done, or occurring.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

“of necessity a change of law also takes place.”

Heb 7:12 corrected translation
“For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity a change of law also takes place.”
Explanation:
1.  “For when the priesthood is changed,”

a.  The previous rhetorical question made an implied statement that another priest has arisen according to the manner of Melchizedek.  This also infers that there is a new priesthood.  Therefore, the author takes for granted the fact that his readers understand that the priesthood has changed.


b.  So now, having made the assumption that we understand that the priesthood has changed because we have a new High Priest in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, the writer continues with an explanation that when (or if) the priesthood changes, then a change of law must also take place.


c.  The priesthood has changed from the Levitical priesthood of Aaron and Levi to the royal priesthood of all Church Age believers.


d.  1 Pet 2:5 says,  “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  And 1 Pet 2:9 says, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


e.  The Church is a holy priesthood and royal priesthood.  The Church is not in the line of Aaron or of Levi.  Therefore, the priesthood has definitely changed.


f.  The High Priest has changed from the tribe of Levi and line of Aaron to the tribe of Judah and line of Christ.

2.  “of necessity a change of law also takes place.”

a.  When or since the priesthood has changed, there must also be a change in the law.  F.F. Bruce explains (p. 166), “The Aaronic priesthood was instituted under the Mosaic law, and was so integral to it that a change in the priesthood carries with it inevitably a change in the law.  If the Aaronic priesthood was to be brought to an end when the age of fulfillment dawned, the same must be true of the law under which that priesthood was introduced.  Our author reaches the same conclusion as Paul: the law was a temporary provision, ‘our custodian until Christ came’ (Gal 3:24).”


b.  George Guthrie states it this way (p.266), “a change to a Melchizedekan priesthood heralds a change in the law of genealogical descent,” which is the line of argument in the next four verses coming up in the passage.


c.  The word “law” here refers specifically to the Mosaic Law.


d.  The change in law is the abrogation of the Mosaic Law as mentioned by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”



(2)  Rom 7:6, “But now we have been freed from the Law by means of having died to that by which we were bound [our first marriage to the sin nature], with the result that we might serve in a new [marriage] by the Spirit, and not in the old [marriage] by the letter.”



(3)  Rom 10:4, “Because Christ is the termination of the Law resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”



(4)  Gal 3:23-25, “But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine, so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.  But because our faith has come, we are no longer under the authority of the bodyguard.”



(5)  Gal 4:4-5, “But when the fullness of times had come, God sent forth His Son, having come into being by the woman, having come under the Law, in order that He might set free those under the Law, with the result that we might receive adoption.”



(6)  Gal 5:18, “But if you are being led by the Spirit [and you are], you are not under the Law.”



(7)  Eph 2:14-16, “For He Himself is our peace, who has caused to make both [Jew & Gentile] one and having torn down the dividing wall consisting of the barrier, the hatred, having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew & Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace [reconciliation], and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility by means of it [the Cross].”


e.  What is the change in law that takes place?  It is explained by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 13:9-10, “For instance, these [commands]: ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not commit murder, You shall not steal, You shall not lust,’ and if there is any other commandment [and there is], it is summed up in this principle, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.  Therefore this love is the fulfillment of the Law.”



(2)  Rom 8:3-4, “For what was impossible for the Law, because it was weak because of the flesh, God [the Father] judged the sin nature in the flesh, by having sent His own Son in the likeness of the flesh consisting of the sin nature [as true humanity] and for a sin-offering, in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”


f.  This change in law has a new name.  It is called ‘the law of Christ’ in:



(1)  1 Cor 9:21, “to the Gentiles [I became] as a Gentile (though I am not a rejecter of God’s Law), but subject to the law of Christ, in order that I might gain the Gentiles.”



(2)  Gal 6:2, “Bear the burdens of each other, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ.”


g.  What is the law of Christ?  It is that we should love one another, Rom 13:8-10, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for the one who loves the other [believer of a different personality] has fulfilled the law.  For instance, these [commands]: ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not commit murder, You shall not steal, You shall not lust,’ and if there is any other commandment [and there is], it is summed up in this principle, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.  Therefore this love is the fulfillment of the Law.”

� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 639). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

