Heb 6:7
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and used to introduce an illustration.  Then we have the nominative feminine singular noun GĒ, meaning “the soil, earth, or ground.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative feminine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a simple fact.


The active voice indicates that the ground produces the action of drinking in rainwater.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”


The present tense is a customary present to describe what normally or usually happens.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning the rain producing the action of coming upon the ground.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the preposition EPI plus the genitive of place from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on it” and referring to the feminine singular noun GĒ = ground.  Then we have the adverb of time (indicates how much or how often) from the adverb POLLAKIS, meaning “many times, often, frequently Acts 26:11; Rom 1:13; 2 Cor 11:23, 26, 27; Phil 3:18; 2 Tim 1:16; Heb 6:7; 9:25f; 10:11.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun HUETOS, meaning “rain.”  Literally, this says, “the often coming on it rain,” which we restate in English as “the rain which often comes on it.”
“For the ground which drinks the rain which often comes on it”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the appositional nominative feminine singular present active participle from the verb TIKTW, which means “to bring forth, produce.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally happens.


The active voice indicates that the ground produces the action of bringing forth something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun BOTANĒ, which is “a generic term for smaller green plants, frequently serving as pasturage for animals, vegetation in general, herb, plant, vegetation Heb 6:7.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular adjective EUTHETOS, meaning “fit, suitable, usable, convenient Lk 9:62; 14:35; Heb 6:7.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object and dative of advantage from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “for those.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative (“used as a marker of something constituting cause; the reason why something happens, results, exists, translated: because of, for the sake of, on account of, on the basis of.”
) from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “for whose sake.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb GEWRGEW, which means “to cultivate, till, farm.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is currently going on in this picture of events.


The passive voice indicates that the ground receives the action of being farmed, cultivated, tilled.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple description of reality.

“and brings forth suitable vegetation for those for whose sake it is also tilled,”

- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb METALAMBANW, which means “to share or participate in something; have a share in with the genitive of the thing; 2 Tim 2:6 receive one’s share of the crops; Heb 6:7 blessing from God; Heb 12:10 so that we may share His holiness.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which normally and usually occurs.


The active voice indicates that the ground produces the action of sharing or participating in blessing from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun EULOGIA, which means “blessing.”  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”
“receives a share of blessing from God;”

Heb 6:7 corrected translation
“For the ground which drinks the rain which often comes on it and brings forth suitable vegetation for those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a share of blessing from God;”
Explanation:
1.  “For the ground which drinks the rain which often comes on it”

a.  The writer continues with an example of positive volition to the teaching of the word of God and what it produces.


b.  The ground represents the advancing and spiritually mature positive believer.


c.  The rain represents the teaching of the word of God, the advanced doctrines of solid food rather than milk.


d.  The act of drinking represents positive volition to the intake of the word of God.


e.  The phrase “which often comes on it” represents the consistent daily teaching of the word of God to those who are positive.


f.  Water is used as an analogy to the message of the gospel and the word of God throughout the New Testament:



(1)  Jn 4:10-14, “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, “Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.’  She said to Him, ‘Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water?  You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?’  Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.’”



(2)  Jn 7:38, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”



(3)  Eph 5:26, “in order that He might sanctify her, after having cleansed [her] by means of the washing produced by the water with the word [the message of the gospel],”



(4)  Heb 10:22, “let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”



(5)  1 Jn 5:7-8, “For this reason there are three who testify: the Spirit and the water [Bible doctrine] and the blood [work of Jesus Christ].  Furthermore, these three are for one purpose.”



(6)  Rev 21:6; 22:1, 17, “Then He said to me, ‘It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.’”  22:1, “Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,”  22:17, “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.”


g.  The principle of the analogy is that positive volition takes in doctrine on a consistent basic.  The positive believer is always ready and willing to take in the water of the word of God.

2.  “and brings forth suitable vegetation for those for whose sake it is also tilled,”

a.  The ground (positive believer) brings forth suitable vegetation, which is analogous to the production of the spiritual life.


b.  The spiritual production of the mature believer is produced for the benefit of other believers in the local church.  Those for whose sake the ground is tilled are the other members of the royal family who benefit from the spiritual production of the mature believer.


c.  The tilling of the ground is a reference to spiritual work that goes into the life of the mature believer; that is, all of his or her metabolization of doctrine, passing the various tests of life, application of doctrine for the benefit of others, and the function of that believer’s spiritual gift.


d.  Just as the ground has to be worked so it can produce for the sake of others, so also the mature believer has to be tilled, cultivated, or farmed, so that his spiritual production will benefit others.


e.  The suitable vegetation is the spiritual production of good works in the spiritual life, which is also mentioned in:



(1)  Tit 2:14, “who gave Himself as a substitute for us, in order that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and purify for Himself a special people, enthusiastic adherents of intrinsic good works.”



(2)  Tit 3:1, “Remind them to obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”



(3)  Tit 3:8, “Faithful is the Word.  And so concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, in order that those who have believed God [Jesus Christ] might be intent to be concerned about intrinsic good production.  These things are noble and profitable for mankind.”



(4)  Tit 3:14, “But our people must also learn to engage in intrinsic good production because of the necessary needs, in order that they might not be useless.”



(5)  Phile 6, “in order that our association [relationship] through your doctrine might become effective [active, powerful] by means of the metabolized doctrine of all the intrinsic good which is in you because of Christ.”



(6)  1 Pet 3:11, “Rather, let him turn away from evil and begin to produce good, let him try of obtain harmony and pursue it,”



(7)  Rom 2:10, “There is glory and honor and prosperity to everyone who accomplishes the good, not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”



(8)  Rom 12:9, “Your love must be non-hypocritical.  Despise evil; adhere to the good.”



(9)  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”



(10)  2 Cor 9:8, “Now God is able to make all grace overflow to you, in order that, having all sufficiency in everything at all times, you might overflow in every good deed,”



(11)  Gal 6:6, “Now the one who is taught doctrine may participate with the one who teaches in the sphere of every intrinsic good.”



(12)  Gal 6:9-10, “But let us not become tired of doing good; for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.  So then, while we have time, let us do [divine] good with reference to all men, but especially with reference to the household of faith.”


f.  The spiritual production of the mature believer benefits everyone in his periphery through blessing by association.



(1)  Blessing by association is the overflow of divine blessing imparted to the mature believer.  It is one of the categories of blessing which comes to the mature believer.  Every mature believer has people associated with him, believers or unbelievers, who receive blessing as a result of their association with him.  This is one of the reasons why the wicked prosper.



(2)  There are two sources of blessing by association.




(a)  Direct blessing from God goes to the person in association with the mature believer.




(b)  Indirect blessing from God occurs because the mature believer provides the blessing from his own prosperity.  He fulfills Rom 12:13, “with reference to the needs of the saints, be sharing.”  The mature believer gives of his time, wealth, success, love, personality, prayers, or whatever the category of his prosperity might be.



(3)  The Peripheries of Blessing by Association.



(a)  The spiritual periphery is the local church.  You are blessed by Bible doctrine communicated from the pastor, when he is a mature believer.  You are also blessed by association with someone else in the congregation who is a mature believer.  When you get sucked into ‘improving the world,’ ‘social action,’ or ‘getting involved,’ then you lose out on being a blessing by association to others.  Stay away from reform movements, which are usually satanic in origin or soon corrupted by him.




(b)  Loved ones are a periphery of blessing, to include your husband or wife, children, mother or father.  One mature family member blesses the entire family.  You coast uphill when someone in your periphery cracks the maturity barrier.  Any relative in your family can be blessed by your advance to maturity.




(c)  Professional life periphery includes your school system, coaches, teachers, students, administrators, hospital system, business associates, military organization, or any service organization.




(d)  Business association periphery includes a partnership, corporation, an investor, labor, or management.




(e)  Social periphery includes friends.  However, be careful that you don’t run around with the wrong crowd and get led astray.  You will find your friends among like‑minded believers.  Stick with them.  Watch out; don’t run with unbelievers, because they are going in a different direction.




(f)  Geographical periphery includes your neighborhood, city, county, state, or nation.



(4)  The Heritage Aspect of Blessing by Association.  When the mature believer dies, he is still a blessing by association to those left behind after his death.  Those left behind are taken care of throughout their lifetime by God, even if they are antagonistic to Bible doctrine or are unbelievers.  God continues to bless the bereaved loved ones, friends, and relatives.



(5)  Blessing by association overflows into historical impact.  The mature believer has an impact on history for the next several generations.



(6)  The lifestyle of blessing by association is manifest in unconditional love for others and described in Rom 12:14-21, “Speak well of (thank, bless) those who persecute you; keep on speaking well and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.  Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.  Never pay back evil for evil.  Give careful consideration to honorable conduct in the sight of all men.  If it is possible [and it is], as much as it depends on you, live in harmony with all men.  Stop avenging yourselves, beloved, instead give place to punishment [from God], for it stands written, “‘Punishment belongs to Me, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  However, if your enemy is hungry, feed him, if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for by doing this you will pile up coals of fire on his head.  Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the good.”

3.  “receives a share of blessing from God;”

a.  The mature believer, who has spiritual production, receives a share of blessing from God.  Why only a share?  Why not the whole blessing?  A portion of the mature believer’s blessing overflows in blessing by association to others.


b.  The mature believer’s share of blessing also refers to the two-part blessing that God gives to all mature believers: blessing in time and blessing in eternity.


c.  Part of our blessing we receive in time (both now and during the millennial reign of Christ).  Part of our blessing is reserved for the eternal state.


d.  There is more than enough blessing from God and none of the blessing is ever wasted.  It overflows to us both in time and eternity and overflows to those with whom we associate.


e.  There is blessing from God, and that blessing is guaranteed to the believer who drinks up the water of the Word and produces the suitable vegetation of the spiritual life; that is, he or she executes the will of God by obedience to the will of God, has appreciation for God, and has unconditional virtuous love for others.
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