Heb 6:17



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS (which we had in Heb 2:18), meaning “Because.”  The preposition EN is used as a “marker of cause or reason, meaning: because of, on account of with attraction of the demonstrative pronoun into the relative pronoun =   for the reason that = because Rom 8:3; Heb 2:18; 6:17.”
  Then we have the neuter singular of the comparative adjective PERISSOS, which is used as an adverb of manner, meaning “point out even more clearly Heb 6:17; it is even more evident 7:15; so much more Mk 7:36.”
  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to desire, intend, plan, or will.”


The nominative masculine singular is appositional to the masculine singular subject HO THEOS, meaning “God” which follows in the sentence.


The present tense is descriptive present for what occurred at the moment when God made the oath.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning; God producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an attendant circumstance to the action of the main verb, and can be translated as a finite verb, adding an additional thought to the main verb.
“Because God desires even more”

- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb EPIDEIKNUMI, which means “to demonstrate, show.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the previous participle “desires.”

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun KLĒRONOMOS, which means “to the heirs, beneficiaries, Heb 1:2; Rom 8:17; Gal 3:29; 4:7; Heb 6:17.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “of the promise.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective AMETATHETOS, which means “unalterable, unchangeable Heb 6:18; the neuter is used as a substantive: the unchangeableness of his resolve purpose Heb 6:17.”
  With this we have descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun BOULĒ with the possessive genitive third masculine singular from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of His plan, purpose, intention; will, resolve, resolution, decision: the unchangeable nature of his resolve Heb 6:17.”

“to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His plan,”

 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb MESITEUW, which means “to guarantee, in the sense of settling a matter, by means of an oath Heb 6:17.”


The aorist tense is a constative-historical aorist, which regards the past, historical action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun HORKOS, which means “by means of an oath.”

“He guaranteed by means of an oath,”

Heb 6:17 corrected translation
“Because God desires even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His plan, guaranteed by means of an oath,”
Explanation:
1.  “Because God desires even more,”

a.  The writer continues by giving the reason why God guaranteed His oath and promise to Abraham.  God guaranteed His oath and promise to Abraham because He desired even more to demonstrate to us the immutability of God’s will, plan, purpose, and decision by guaranteeing His promises to us with the same divine oath.  If God could keep His promise to Abraham, then He can keep His promise to us.


b.  Because God gave His word, He also guarantees His word.


c.  God gave an oath or solemn promise and guaranteed it with an oath or solemn promise.  There is nothing more God can do, since He can make a solemn promise or take a solemn oath by no one greater than Himself.


d.  As George Guthrie says on page 242 of his commentary, “God’s reason in giving the oath…shows the unchanging nature of His purpose in granting to the heirs their promised inheritance.”  God’s promise was guaranteed to Abraham and God’s promise of eternal life and eternal inheritance is guaranteed to us.

e.  When God makes a promise, God guarantees that promise.  He did this in the case of Abraham and He does this in the case of the salvation of each one of us.  He promised us eternal life and He guarantees that eternal life with the sealing of God the Holy Spirit.  The sealing of the Spirit is the divine guarantee of God’s promise of eternal salvation for those who believe in Christ.

2.  “to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His plan,”

a.  God the Son made an immutable promise to Abraham that he would be greatly blessed, greatly multiplied, and that all the nations of the earth would be blessed in the Seed of Abraham.  Abraham was greatly blessed on earth for the last fifty-plus years of his life.  Abraham was greatly multiplied by his descendents (both Jews and Arabs), who are too numerous to count.  And all the nations of the earth have been blessed by their faith in the Seed of Abraham—the Lord Jesus Christ.  That Jesus Christ is the Seed is mentioned in Gal 3:19, “Consequently, why the Law?  It was added because of our transgressions, until the Seed to Whom the promise had been made would come, having been commanded through the angels by the hand of the Mediator.”


b.  Now God desires to show or demonstrate even more to the bride of Christ, the Church, the immutability of His will, plan, purpose, decision, and resolve; that is, His promise.


c.  God does this by making the same kind of promise to us that He made to Abraham—a promise that is immutable, unchangeable, and immoveable.


d.  We have an immutable promise from God regarding our eternal life and eternal security.  This promise is seen several times in the gospels:



(1)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”



(2)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”



(3)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”



(4)  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”



(5)  Jn 11:26, “and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?”


e.  That this blessing to Abraham is also our blessing is mentioned in Gal 3:14, “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith.”  The promise is the guarantee of eternal life and eternal security.  This promise comes from the sealing ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  The means by which this is accomplished is our faith in Christ.


f.  That the promise of God is our eternal inheritance will be taught in Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”  Our eternal inheritance is our eternal life with Christ in heaven forever.


g.  The fact that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all heirs of God’s eternal promise is mentioned in Heb 11:9, “By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow-heirs of the same promise.”


h.  The fact that we, the Church, are the heirs of the promise is mentioned in Gal 3:29, “But if you belong to Christ [and you do], certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”


i.  Therefore, God desired to demonstrate to the Church even more so than He did to Abraham the immutability of His will, plan, and purpose in His promise to us of eternal life and eternal inheritance.


j.  The immutability of God’s promises are mentioned in:



(1)  Ps 33:11, “The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart from generation to generation.”



(2)  Prov 19:21, “Many plans are in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord will stand.”



(3)  Jer 4:28, “For this the earth shall mourn and the heavens above be dark, because I have spoken, I have purposed, and I will not change My mind, nor will I turn from it.”



(4)  Rom 9:11, “for though having not yet been born, and though having not accomplished anything good or evil, in order that the purpose of the election of God might remain,”



(5)  Isa 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.”



(6)  Isa 45:23, “I have sworn by Myself, the word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and will not turn back, that to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.”



(7)  Isa 46:10, “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’.”



(8)  Rom 11:29 “For the grace benefits and invitation from God [are] irrevocable.”


k.  Because God is faithful to His own will, plan, purpose, and decisions, we are to continue to have absolute confidence in what He has guaranteed by means of an oath.

3.  “He guaranteed by means of an oath,”

a.  Because of God’s desire to demonstrate even more to us the immutability of His plan, will, purpose, and resolve, God also guaranteed the unchangeableness of His will, plan, and purpose to us by means of an oath.


b.  Abraham set the pattern and precedent for God making a solemn promise to those who believe and trust in Him.  Now God guarantees His promise to us even more so than He did to Abraham.  The greater guarantee we have is the sealing of God the Holy Spirit, one of the two immutable things God has given us (the other being His unchangeable promise or word).


c.  God made a solemn promise to Abraham, which cannot and will not change.  He has made the same great promise to us, and has guaranteed it by means of a similar oath, and by the sealing of the Spirit.


d.  God has guaranteed by means of an oath the immutability of His plan, will, and purpose for Abraham, the Jews, the lineage of David, the glorification of His Son, and the eternal security of the royal family.


e.  God has guaranteed that His will, plan, and purpose for us will be carried out.  He has made this guarantee with an immutable promise and the sealing of the Holy Spirit.
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