Heb 6:16



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “men.”  The noun is a generic noun, viewing man a whole class.  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the genitive of oaths from the masculine singular article and comparative adjective MEGAS, which means “by the greater one,” “by the one who is greater,” that is, “by a greater person.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb OMNUW, which means “to swear as in taking a solemn oath or to make a solemn promise.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a universe truth or generally accepted fact or a widespread custom or practice.


The active voice indicates that people/mankind produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“For men make a solemn promise by a greater person,”

 - is the connective/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the adjective PAS, meaning “every” and the noun ANTILOGIA, which means “dispute Heb 6:16; 7:7.”
  With this we have the predicative nominative neuter singular from the noun PERAS, meaning “the end point of a process, end, conclusion Heb 6:16.”
  The phrase is translated “the end of every dispute.”  We also have here the locative of place/sphere from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “among them.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun BEBAIWSIS, meaning “for the purpose of the process of establishing or confirming something: for the purpose of confirmation, validation, establishment Phil 1:7; Heb 6:16.”
  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HORKOS, which means “the oath” (BDAB, p. 723).  The predicate nominative and subject nominative strongly suggest the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = “[is].”
“and the oath for the purpose of confirmation [is] the end of every dispute among them.”

Heb 6:16 corrected translation
“For men make a solemn promise by a greater person, and the oath for the purpose of confirmation [is] the end of every dispute among them.”
Explanation:
1.  “For men make a solemn promise by a greater person,”

a.  The writer continues with an explanation of why God made an oath by Himself.


b.  God could not make a promise by anyone greater than Himself, because there is no one greater than God.


c.  The normal customary practice among men is to end all argumentation or discussion by making a solemn promise that they will do something.  This solemn promise usually entails punishment by God, if they do not do what they promise.  However, God cannot punish Himself, because He can do no wrong.  All God can do is make a solemn promise by His own integrity that He will do what He says He will do.


d.  God has never failed to keep a promise.


e.  The language here is legal language of swearing an oath in a courtroom that the testimony you are about to give is true, complete, and without deception.  When men give this oath in our culture they use the phrase, “So help me God,” which is a solemn oath invoking the name of God as a witness and punisher, if the truth is not told.


f.  God made a solemn promise to Abraham.  Satan and the fallen angels were witnesses to this promise.  Satan has done everything in his power throughout human history to try to prevent God from keeping this promise to Abraham.  In fact, for the remainder of human history everything that Satan does is related to attempting to prevent God from keeping this promise.

2.  “and the oath for the purpose of confirmation [is] the end of every dispute among them.”

a.  The purpose of giving the solemn oath or promise is to bring the dispute between two parties to an end.  The person making the promise or oath will either do what they promise or not.  There is no more discussion or debate.


b.  Just as men give their promise to confirm what they will do, so God made a promise to Abraham to confirm what He would do.


c.  God made a solemn promise by Himself in order to end a dispute.  God had no dispute with Abraham and Abraham had no dispute with God.  So who was disputing with God?  The person who has always disputed with God—Satan.


d.  God wasn’t going to debate the issue of His willingness to offer His Son on the Cross as a sacrifice for our sins with Satan.  God would prove His point by asking Abraham to do it as an example of what would come to pass in the future.  Abraham obeyed God, proving God’s point.  Therefore, God had every right to bless Abraham and do all that He promised He would do for Abraham, in spite of Abraham’s sins and failures.


e.  Just as the oath of confirmation ends the disputes among people, so the oath of confirmation given by God to Abraham ended any dispute with Satan and the fallen angels related to this issue.


f.  God’s promise to Abraham is related to the angelic conflict, the greatest dispute anyone has ever had with God.  God settled part of this dispute with a promise to Abraham.


g.  We must remember that the greatest promise given by God to Abraham came right after Abraham willingly obeyed God in offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God.



(1)  Certainly Satan argued that God would never demand of Himself the offering of His Son, and that no man would ever offer his own son for God.



(2)  Therefore, God’s demand of Abraham proved to Satan that God would actually demand the sacrifice of His own Son, Jesus Christ, and that if Abraham was willing to offer his son out of his love for God, then certainly God was willing to offer His Son out of His love for the human race.



(3)  There was certainly a great dispute in the angelic conflict behind God’s demand of Abraham and the reward of Abraham for his immediate, willing obedience.  The implications were staggering; the blessing of Abraham was staggering; and the testimony against Satan was staggering.  This was one of the greatest events in human history because it was one of the greatest testimonies ever given against Satan, which is why one of the greatest blessings ever given by God is associated with it.


h.  Whatever arguments Satan produced that suggested that God would not demand the offering of His Son as a sacrifice for sin were now forever settled.  If God did not offer His Son Jesus Christ as a sacrifice for sin, then God could never keep His promises to Abraham.  Therefore, Satan would win his appeal.  But Abraham did obey, and God was, in effect, promising to offer His Son as a sacrifice for sin, when He made the solemn promise to Abraham to bless him.


i.  The application.



(1)  God has made solemn promises to us, to give us eternal life, eternal security, a resurrection body, eternal blessings, etc.  God must and will keep His word to us, just as He kept His word to Abraham and will keep His word to Abraham.



(2)  Therefore, since God will keep His word to us in all these things, is it not in our best interest to be driven on to maturity and show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end?
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