Heb 6:15



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” with the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so, thus, in this manner” and refers back to “not becoming lazy” in verse 12.  This adverb is linked with the main verb coming up EPITUGCHANW = to obtain.  Therefore, the thought here is: “And in this manner (by not becoming lazy) he obtained the promise.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb MAKROTHUMEW, which means “to remain tranquil while waiting, have patience, wait Heb 6:15; Jam 5:7-8.”


The aorist tense is a constative-historical aorist, which regards the entire action of spiritually mature Abraham from age 99 until his death at age 175 as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action of waiting patiently.


The participle described the attendant circumstances that accompany the action of the main verb.

“And in this manner [by not becoming lazy with regard to confidence and trust in God], having patience,”

 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPITUGCHANW, which means “to be successful in achieving or gaining what one seeks: obtain, attain to, reach with the genitive of what is reached Heb 6:15; 11:33; Rom 11:7; Jam 4:2.”


The aorist tense is a historical-constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action of obtaining the promise.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise.”
“he obtained the promise.”

Heb 6:15 corrected translation
“And in this manner [by not becoming lazy with regard to confidence and trust in God], having patience, he obtained the promise.”
Explanation:
1.  “And in this manner [by not becoming lazy with regard to confidence and trust in God], having patience,”

a.  The writer continues with the conclusion of what happened as a result of Abraham not being lazy with regard to the word/promise of God.


b.  The manner in which Abraham obtained what he wanted from God was by listening to God, believing in God, trusting that God would keep His Word, and obeying God completely.


c.  Abraham waited patiently for God to do what He had promised to do.


d.  It took a while for Abraham to develop this confidence and trust in God.  In fact, it took several years.  But once his confidence in God was there, it was never shaken and Abraham never wavered in unbelief.


e.  Abraham had to wait twenty-five years from the time the first promise of God was given to him in Gen 12 to when he finally trusted God so much that God could demand Abraham’s circumcision and Abraham willingly obeyed.



(1)  Gen 12:1-4, “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.  So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him.  Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.”



(2)  Gen 17:1ff, “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless.”


f.  It was another long wait (17-27 years) from the time of Isaac’s birth until God ordered Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice.  At this point Abraham was in Jeshurun status as a mature believer.



(1)  According to Gen 17:17, Sarah was ninety years old and Abraham was one hundred years old, when she bore Isaac.



(2)  According to Gen 23:1, Sarah died thirty seven years later at age 127, not long after Isaac was offered by Abraham, which is given in Gen 22.



(3)  The Septuagint uses the word  in Gen 22:12, “do not stretch out your hand against the lad.”  The word lad is the translation of the Greek word PAIDARION, which means “a youth, who is no longer a child (Gen 37:30 and compare verse 2, where Joseph is said to be seventeen years old; it is used in extrabiblical literature of Benjamin at age nineteen).”

2.  “he obtained the promise.”

a.  By not becoming lazy with regard to his confidence and trust in God Abraham obtained the promise from God.


b.  The chronology of Abraham’s later life and the promises given to Abraham.



(1)  Age 75, Gen 12:1-4, “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.  So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him.  Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.”



(2)  Age 75-76, Gen 12:7, “The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I will give this land.’  So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.”



(3)  Age 77-78, Gen 13:14-17, “The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever.  I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered.  Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.”



(4)  Age 84, Gen 15:1-6, “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.’  Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’  And Abram said, ‘Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.’  Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.’  And He took him outside and said, ‘Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’  Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.”



(5)  Age 85, Gen 16:3, “After Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife.”



(6)  Age 86, Gen 16:16, “Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.”



(7)  Age 99, Gen 17:1-8, “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless.  I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.’  Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, ‘As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you.  I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.’”



(8)  Age 99, Gen 17:24-25, “Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.”



(9)  Age 100, Gen 21:2-5, “So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him.  Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.  Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.  Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.”  It is interesting to note that Sarah is age 90 at this time and was pregnant during the previous year, when she is taken into the palace and harem of Abimelech, king of Gerar, because Abraham said she was his sister, Gen 20:2, “Abraham said of Sarah his wife, ‘She is my sister.’  So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.”  Sarah had to be magnificently beautiful for this to happen.



(10)  Age 117-125?, Gen 22:1, “Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham,” by asking Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering.  Gen 22:15-18, “Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.’”



(11)  Age 137, Gen 23:1, “Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.”



(12)  Age 140, Gen 24:1-4. “Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in every way.  Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, ‘Please place your hand under my thigh, and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live, but you will go to my country and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.’”  Gen 24:67, “Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and he took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her; thus Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.”  Gen 25:20, “and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.”



(13)  Age 141-168, Gen 25:1-2, “Now Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah.  She bore to him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah.”  Six children equals at least six years.



(14)  Age 175, Gen 25:7, “These are all the years of Abraham’s life that he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years.”


c.  From 75 until about 120 (or about 45 years) Abraham periodically received various promises from God, but the greatest was given after the offering of Isaac.  There are no recorded promises from God or visits from God after this event, which meant that Abraham had to wait another fifty years or so before his death.  He had to wait 25 years for the promise of a son from Sarah and another 20 years for the great promise after the offering of Isaac.


d.  Heb 11:9-10 tells us that he lived his entire life after leaving Ur as an alien looking for and waiting for a city built by God.  “By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”  Heb 11:13-16, “All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”


e.  Abraham is continuing to wait patiently for that city, which will come after the creation of the new heavens and new earth, Rev 21:1-27.


f.  Mature believers can wait patiently for their eternal blessing from God, because they know that God is not unjust to care nothing about their work, because they have complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, and because they have not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.
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