Heb 5:9



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb TELEIOW, which means “bring to an end, bring to its goal/accomplishment, to bring to completion” as in Heb 2:10, “For it was right for Him [God the Father] (because of Whom [are] all things and through Whom [are] all things) to bring to completion the originator [Jesus Christ] of their salvation through sufferings, by bringing many sons into glory,” and Heb 7:28, “For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety but emphasizes the end result.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Christ received the action of being brought to completion experientially through sufferings.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb, “he became.”

“and having been brought to completion,”

- is the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a historical/constative aorist, which looks at the past historical fact in its entirety.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, the humanity of Christ producing the action of becoming the source of eternal salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “to all” with the article, used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning “those who” and the masculine plural present active participle from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to obey.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that members of the human race produce the action of obeying Christ by trusting and believing in Him for their eternal salvation.


The participle is circumstantial and ascriptive, functioning as the indirect object of the main verb.

This is followed by the third masculine singular dative of direct object from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.  The dative of persons is used after the verb HUPAKOUW to indicate the one to whom the subject of the verb is obedient.  Therefore, we see the participle functioning both in its verbal aspects with AUTOS as its object, while the participle itself also functions in its substantival role as the indirect object of the main verb.  It performs double duty.

“He became to all those who obey Him”

- is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective AITIOS, which means “the cause, source Heb 5:9 [a word only used by Luke, Acts 19:40; Lk 23:4, 14, 22].”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “of eternal salvation.”

“the source of eternal salvation,”

Heb 5:9 corrected translation
“and having been brought to completion, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,”
Explanation:
1.  “and having been brought to completion,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “The One who, in the days of His flesh, having offered up both prayers and supplications with a loud cry and tears to the One who is able to save Him from death, and having been heard because of His reverent respect for God, although being the Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered, and having been brought to completion, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,…”


b.  “If Jesus was the Son of God, how could He become perfect through experiences on earth?  Was there some imperfection in Him that had to be worked out through ordeal?  Doesn’t this challenge an orthodox view of Christ?  The author of Hebrews implies that Jesus, as the pre-incarnate Son of God, was indeed perfect (Heb 1:2–3).  He is greater than the prophets, heir of all things and maker of the universe.  But in the passage under consideration He is not in that pre-incarnate role.  His role here is that of ‘the author of salvation’.  The pre-incarnate Son of God was not yet perfect in relation to that role.  [He had not yet fulfilled, completed or brought to completion that role.]  In fact, He could not fulfill that role at all until He became incarnate and died for the sins of humanity.  …The Greek term means ‘to bring to maturity, perfection or fulfillment’.  The fulfillment aspect is the most important in Hebrews.  …This same concept of fulfillment appears in Christ.  At birth He is designated as Savior, but He has at that time done nothing to deserve such a title.  It is a promise, a hope, but not yet a reality.  He goes through life obeying the will of God and therefore experiencing suffering (Heb 2:18).  The question remains: Will He keep on until the end?  At Gethsemane, facing the time of fulfillment, He cries out, ‘Not my will but yours be done’.  He continues on His way to the cross and fulfills everything that is needed to be ‘founder’ (‘author’ or ‘leader’) of salvation for His followers.  Before that point He was not yet perfect [had not yet fulfilled His role or mission; had not completed what He came to do], for [spiritual] death was a requirement to bring [spiritual] life to His people.  After His [physical] death and resurrection He was the total fulfillment of all that was needed to bring salvation.  Therefore the perfection of Christ referred to here is a functional perfection, not a moral perfection, for He was never anything less than sinless.  …He also experiences a perfecting through this obedience, a perfection in the sense of a completion of His work as Savior.”
  (The words in brackets are my explanatory comments.)


c.  The deity of Christ did not need to be brought to completion.  Deity is complete and perfect.


d.  The humanity of Christ was also complete and perfect as true humanity.


e.  However, there was one great thing that the humanity of Christ had to prove to Satan and the fallen angels—His willingness to do what God the Father wanted rather than what He Himself wanted.


f.  Obedience had to be brought to completion.


g.  Obedience has always been one of the great issues in the angelic conflict.


h.  Obedience was the real issue of the First Advent.  This is why Christ said, “I have come to do Your will,” Heb 10:7, 9.


i.  Jesus always did the will of the Father, “because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me,” Jn 5:30.  Jn 6:38, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”


j.  The greatest will of the Father was that our Lord obey Him and go to the Cross and provide eternal salvation.


k.  Our Lord’s perfect humanity wanted nothing to do with sin.  He did not even want to be identified with our sins (“let this cup pass by Me”).  But the more important issue was doing what the Father wanted—providing our eternal salvation.


l.  Therefore, Our Lord had to disregard the shame of being made sin as a substitute for us, in order to obey the will of the Father.  Heb 12:2, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”


m.  As a result our Lord’s continued obedience to God the Father had to be brought to completion.  It had to reach its end or culmination point.  The final and ultimate test of our Lord’s obedience to the Father was the Cross.  This proved once and for all that a true creature of God could and would obey God.  It proved Satan wrong in the angelic conflict.  It proved that a creature inferior to Satan would obey God and do what God wanted rather than what that creature himself wanted.  It was the great strategic victory of the Cross.

2.  “He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation”

a.  The result of our Lord’s victory on the Cross is that He became the source of eternal salvation to every member of the human race who obeys God by believing in Him.


b.  God demands our obedience to His will.


c.  God has made that obedience dependent upon one great act—faith alone in Christ alone.


d.  God demands that we believe, trust, have faith in Christ for eternal salvation.


e.  When we believe in Christ, we have accomplished the obedience to God, which God requires for our eternal salvation.


f.  Therefore, when we believe in Christ, God provides eternal salvation.


g.  Our high priest is the source of eternal salvation.  He is the only source of salvation, and that salvation is eternal.


h.  The phrase “eternal salvation” is significant.



(1)  Salvation is eternal.  Once you are saved, you are saved forever.



(2)  Salvation is not temporary.  Legalists want to make salvation temporary.  They want it to be based upon how you feel.  How you feel at any given time about anything is temporary.  Feelings do not last.  They come and go.  They are not eternal.  Feelings change.



(3)  Legalists want salvation to depend upon how you behave.  How you behave is temporary.  How you behave changes from day to day and from year to year.  Our behavior does not stay the same.  You do not act now the way you acted at age 5 or 15 or 25.



(4)  Salvation cannot change once it is given by God, because it is eternal.  It is immutable.  God cannot and does not change it.



(5)  The moment the Galatians believed in Christ, they were filled with the Spirit, indwelt by the Spirit, led by the Spirit, and started walking by means of the Spirit.  They had eternal salvation.  God didn’t take that salvation away from them because five years later they thought they needed to be circumcised to be saved.  They were so easily turning away from Him who called them by means of the grace of Christ because of another of a different kind of gospel, but they had not lost their salvation.  If they had lost their salvation, why would Paul bother writing to them?  It would have been a waste of time to try to recover those who were lost.  For, if the gaining of salvation is eternal, then the losing of one’s salvation is also eternal, and Paul would be wasting his time trying to win back those who were eternally lost.



(6)  Salvation cannot be eternal and be capable of being lost.  The two ideas are mutually exclusive.


i.  Our Lord’s obedience to the will of God the Father on the Cross brought His obedience to completion.


j.  Our obedience to the will of God to believe in our Lord’s obedience on the Cross brings our eternal salvation to completion positionally.


k.  By our Lord’s obedience He became the source of eternal salvation.


l.  By our obedience we become the beneficiaries of eternal salvation.


m.  Obedience to God provides the source and the beneficiaries of eternal salvation.  Obedience to God means everything in the angelic conflict, in the glorification of God, and in our spiritual life.
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