Heb 5:6



- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular adjective HETEROS, which means “in another” and refers to another place or passage of Scripture.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action saying what He says.  We know this is God the Father speaking because the passage which is quoted is from Ps 110:4, which begins with the statement in Ps 110:1, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“just as He also says in another passage,”

 - is the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine singular noun HIEREUS, meaning “a priest.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (here the measurement is time—how long) from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, which means literally “for the ages,” but is an idiom meaning “forever.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun TAXIS, which means “an arrangement in which someone or something functions: arrangement, nature, manner, condition, outward aspect, which the author interprets to mean that Jesus was a high priest according to the nature of = just like Melchizedek; that is, like the type of arrangement made for the functioning of Melchizedek.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the noun MELCHISEDEK, which we transliterate as “Melchizedek.”

“‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek.’”

Heb 5:6 corrected translation
“just as He also says in another passage, ‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek.’”
Explanation:
1.  “just as He also says in another passage,”

a.  The writer continues the sentence by quoting a statement of God in another passage of Scripture.


b.  The passage quoted here is from the LXX of Ps 110:4.  The entire psalm is about the second advent of Christ and His establishment as king and high priest.  The entire psalm says:

110:1 The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’

110:2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your enemies.’

110:3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; in holy array, from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to You as the dew.

110:4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.’

110:5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.

110:6 He will judge among the nations, He will fill them with corpses, He will shatter the chief men over a broad country.

110:7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside; therefore He will lift up His head.


c.  The purpose in quoting this passage is to show that our Lord has a priesthood, that this priesthood has nothing to do with the Levitical priesthood, and that this priesthood has been ordained and authorized by God.  The writer quotes this passage to show that “Christ did not glorify Himself to become a high priest” and that He did not “take this honor upon himself, but [received it] when he was called by God.”

2.  “‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner [arrangement, condition] of Melchizedek.’”

a.  This is a quote of Ps 110:4, “The Lord [God the Father] has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”  It is restated in:



(1)  Heb 5:10, “being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.”



(2)  Heb 6:20, “where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”



(3)  Heb 7:11, “Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order of Aaron?”



(4)  Heb 7:17, “For it is attested of Him ‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’”


b.  This quote does several things.



(1)  It identifies the fact that Jesus Christ has His own unique priesthood.



(2)  It identifies the fact that our Lord’s priesthood is forever in contrast to the Levitical priesthood, which is not eternal.   This is the first of three references by the writer of Hebrews that this priesthood is forever (Heb 5:6; 6:20; 7:17).  The eternal priesthood of Jesus contrasts with that of the Levites, which was temporary (Heb 7:11–27).



(3)  Jesus was appointed high priest by God in the same manner as Melchizedek was appointed in the Old Testament.


c.  Our Lord has a priesthood according to the standard and after the manner of Melchizedek.  His priesthood is like Melchizedek’s priesthood rather than like Aaron’s priesthood.  Our Lord’s priesthood has the same nature, manner, and conditions as the priesthood of Melchizedek.


d.  Who was Melchizedek?



(1)  He is mentioned in Gen 14:1-20 with the key verse being verse 18, “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.”  That “Salem” was a designation for Jerusalem is confirmed by its use in Ps 76:2 in synonymous parallelism with the term “Zion.”


(2)  Gen 14 describes an alliance of four eastern kings subjugating five cities of the Jordan Valley and the subsequent liberation of the cities by Abram.  Following Abram’s victory, Melchizedek approaches him with bread and wine and pronounces a blessing upon him and upon the deity El Elyon, a title for the God.



(3)  Melchizedek is the king of Salem and priest of God Most High who blessed Abram and received tithes from him following the patriarch’s victory over Chedorlaomer and his allies.  As Abram returned from his victory over the kings who had captured Lot, the priest-king of Salem met him. This Canaanite dignitary manifested his friendship toward Abram by serving him bread and wine and blessing him in the name of God Most High.  In recognition of Melchizedek’s priesthood, Abram gave him a tithe of the goods taken in the battle against the kings.


(4)   “Melchizedek” appears to have been a Canaanite royal name.  It is very similar to “Adonizedek” (Josh 10:1), a later king of Jerusalem who was slain by Joshua. “Melchizedek” is composed of the words MELEK, “king,” and TSEDEQ, “righteousness.”  The author of Hebrews declares the meaning of “Melchizedek” to be “king of righteousness” (7:2).  Philo’s explanation that it means “the righteous king” confirms that this was the first-century understanding of the term.



(5)  The unending priesthood of Melchizedek is inferred from the silence of the Genesis account about his death.  This is the manner or nature of Christ’s priesthood—it is forever—like Melchizedek’s.



(6)  The author of Hebrews built his argument for the superiority of Christ’s priesthood on Ps 110:4, obviously viewing that Psalm as messianic.  He cited the psalmist’s declaration three times (Heb 5:6, 10; 6:20) to justify the messianic application of Gen 14:17–20.  He saw Melchizedek as a type of Christ.  The argument of Heb 7 is similar to the rabbinic argument from silence, which assumed that nothing exists unless Scripture mentions it.  Since Genesis says nothing of Melchizedek’s parents, genealogy, birth, or death, he serves as a type representing the eternal Son of God (verse 3).



(7)  Heb 7 will further elaborate on Melchizedek.  Having established a relationship between Melchizedek and Christ, the author of Hebrews shows that Christ is a greater priest than the Levitical priests because in the person of Abraham, Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek and was blessed by him (Heb 7:4–10).  Furthermore, long after the establishment of the Levitical priesthood, David spoke of another priest who was not a descendant of Levi.  This statement is taken as proof that the Levitical priesthood was replaced by a priest like Melchizedek, namely Christ (Heb 7:11–19).
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