Heb 5:13



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  With this we have nominative masculine singular subject from the articular present active participle from the verb METECHW, which means “to share, participate in something (with the genitive of the thing); to partake of something in common with someone: eat, drink, enjoy, especially with foods; whoever lives on milk Heb 5:13.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is hypothetically taking place right now.


The active voice indicates that the immature believer produces the action of living his or her spiritual life only on milk, or the basic doctrines of the word of God.


The participle is circumstantial, but substantivized as the subject by the article.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the neuter singular noun GALA, which means “milk.”

“For everyone who lives on milk”

- is the predicate nominative from masculine singular adjective APEIROS, which means “lack of knowledge or capacity to do something: unacquainted with, unaccustomed to (‘lacking the ability’), of an immature Christian: unacquainted with the teaching about uprightness Heb 5:13.”
  The meaning unaccustomed to is the better translation than unacquainted with here, because the believers to whom this is written were not unacquainted with (lacking the knowledge of) advanced doctrines.  They were not accustomed to using the doctrines they had previously learned.  They had become lazy in listening, and therefore, lazy in applying mature doctrines.  They had become unaccustomed to using the word of righteousness (Bible doctrine) in their spiritual life.  Because of the previous nominative subject and the predicate nominative here, we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “with reference to the Word,” followed by the descriptive genitive of the noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “of righteousness.”  The phrase “the Word of Righteousness” is a technical title for the word of God; that is, the New Testament doctrinal teachings contained in the epistles.

“[is] unaccustomed to the Word of Righteousness;”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for, because.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective NĒPIOS, which means “an infant.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he is.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for the state or condition of this believer’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the immature believer produces the action of being an infant.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“for he is an infant.”

Heb 5:13 corrected translation
“For everyone who lives on milk [is] unaccustomed to the Word of Righteousness; for he is an infant.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everyone who lives on milk”

a.  The writer continues by giving another reason why these believers again have the need for someone to teach them the fundamental principles of the sayings of God.


b.  They need to be re-taught the basic doctrines of the Church because they are spiritual babies living on spiritual milk.  Spiritual milk is the most basic of all spiritual food with almost no substance to it.


c.  The writer is politely telling his readers that they are spiritual babies.  They have not grown up.  They are living on mother’s milk, which has no substance to it.


d.  They are trying to live the spiritual life apart from the teaching of the word of God.  They are apathetic toward doctrine because they have been learning doctrine for a long time and have heard it all before.  They think they don’t need to hear it again.


e.  They are trying to live the spiritual life apart from one of the two power options of the spiritual life, which means the filling of the Spirit has nothing to work with in their stream of consciousness.  The two power options of the spiritual life are the power of God the Holy Spirit and the power of the word of God.  The Holy Spirit has to have the word of God in our soul to have something with which to influence us for the execution of God’s will in the spiritual life.


f.  This phrase also indicates that believers can and do live the spiritual life apart from doctrine.  It is not much of a spiritual life, if in fact you could even call it a spiritual life.  Since the spiritual life is a life of thinking about the word of God and living according to what you think, they don’t have much of a spiritual life without doctrine in their souls.


g.  Living on mother’s milk is living a life of constant dependence on someone else in the human realm.  There is no spiritual self-esteem, no spiritual independence, or no spiritual maturity.  This believer is totally dependent on what others think in the spiritual realm because he or she does not know doctrine themselves.


h.  The emotional believer lives on milk.  The reversionistic believer lives on milk.  The loser believer lives on milk.


i.  Milk is analogous to the logistical grace support of the Lord.  The Lord is keeping them alive on the basis of His gracious provision of their basic needs, but that is all they are getting.

2.  “[is] unaccustomed to the Word of Righteousness;”

a.  These milky believers are unaccustomed to the word of God, which is called here, the Word of Righteousness.  The word of God is called the Word of Righteousness because it teaches everything necessary for living the way of righteousness.



(1)  Prov 8:20, “I walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of justice.”



(2)  Prov 12:28, “In the way of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death.”



(3)  Mt 21:32, “For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.”



(4)  2 Pet 2:21 “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”


b.  The way of righteousness is the spiritual life God has designed for believers in each dispensation of human history.  The Word of Righteousness is the teaching of that spiritual life for that particular dispensation.


c.  The believers to whom this was written were not ignorant of doctrine, for the writer says that they have become lazy with regard to listening and ought to be teachers by this time.


d.  The believers to whom this is written were not unacquainted with (lacking the knowledge of) advanced doctrines.  Instead they were not accustomed to using the doctrines they had previously learned.  They had become lazy in listening, and therefore, lazy in applying mature doctrines.  They had become unaccustomed to using the word of righteousness (Bible doctrine) in their spiritual life.


e.  They had become lazy in using God’s problem solving devices for the Church Age, and therefore, were unaccustomed to solving their problems through the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal application, a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God, or unconditional love for others.


f.  Instead they were accustomed to solving their problems by dependence on others (mother’s milk), emotionalism, defense mechanisms, and cosmic system solutions.


g.  When you are not accustomed to learning and applying the Word of Righteousness to your life on a daily basis, then you attempt to live the spiritual life on the smallest amount of doctrine possible.  This is like trying to live the Christian life and all you know is that there is a God; that Jesus came to earth as a man and died for our sins, and then rose from the grave and went to heaven again; that believing in Him somehow gets you into heaven; and that you are suppose to do what God wants, whatever that might be; that you should pray somehow, sometime; and that Jesus loves me this I know because the Bible tells me so.  But that is about it as far as these believers go doctrinally.  What a pitiful state of ignorance and failure to truly live the spiritual life.


h.  In contrast, the mature believer is totally accustomed to the Word of Righteousness and resultant way of righteousness.  They are growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, every day.  They are learning and applying doctrine every day.  They are using God’s problem solving devices for the Church.  They understand God’s plan and purpose for their life and the significance of their life in the angelic conflict.  They understand and appreciate the Lord Jesus Christ and all He has done for them in grace and respond with reciprocal love for God.  They pray consistently and accurately with humility and gratitude.  They can cope with anything in life and know how to be content in every circumstance of life.  They are sharing the happiness of God and are occupied with Christ.  What a contrast indeed!

3.  “for he is an infant.”

a.  The writer gives one final explanation of these believers without doctrine in their souls—they are infants spiritually.


b.  This statement indicates that there are definitely variations in the spiritual life and stages of spiritual growth in the spiritual life.


c.  Believers are here called infants.  In Col 1:28 Paul says, “Whom [Jesus Christ] we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”  This passage indicates that there is another status called spiritual maturity, and that the attainment of that spiritual status of maturity comes only through the teaching of spiritual wisdom from the man with a spiritual communication gift.


d.  All believers begin as spiritual infants.  We are expected to grow up spiritually into spiritual adulthood; that is, to be “mature in Christ.”  In the process we go through the stage of spiritual adolescence, where we know a great deal more than the baby believer, and therefore, think we know it all (like most teenagers), but have yet to apply all we know to the various circumstances of life.


e.  The immature believer becoming a mature believer is one of the many metamorphoses that take place in the spiritual life.  Through the spiritual mechanics of the plan of God, the Church Age believer can grow up and glorify God to the maximum as a winner believer.  This is the great metamorphosis of the spiritual life.  When you reach spiritual maturity you become an invisible hero.  This metamorphosis is the attainment of spiritual maturity, the execution of the plan of God.  The daily metabolization of doctrine changes the believer from a spiritual baby to a spiritual adult.  This metamorphosis gives you a very personal sense of destiny.  It makes you realize that no matter how uncertain the future events of history may be, you have a plan and purpose.  God provides everything it takes to keep you alive to fulfill His plan, and to have a life of meaning, purpose, and definition.  This is the life that our writer had and the one he desired for his readers.
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