Heb 4:4



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and introducing the Scriptural proof that God’s rest has existed since the foundation of the world.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which presents the action as a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Scripture produces the action of stating what it says.  Most commentators and translators render this with God as the subject, but Scripture is the more natural subject rather than an impersonal construction for God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adverb of an undetermined position or place POU, meaning “somewhere.”  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular definite article and substantival use of the adjective HEBDOMOS, meaning “concerning the seventh” and refers to the seventh day mentioned in Gen 2:2, which is about to be quoted.  This is followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which “refers to what follows in discourse material, and is translated: in this way, as follows of spoken or written words: what is so introduced follows immediately after HOUTWS Mt 2:5; 6:9; Acts 7:6; 13:34, 47; Rom 10:6; Heb 4:4.”

“For it says somewhere concerning the seventh [day] as follows”

 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATAPAUW, which means “to rest.”


The aorist tense is a historical/constative aorist, which regards the action as a finished, historical fact in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action of resting, when the work of the restoration of the earth and the creation of mankind for the appeal trial of Satan was finished.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the definite article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time (which indicates a particular point in time within a succession of events) from the feminine singular definite article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “day” with the definite article and adjective HEBDOMOS (in the second attributive positive to place emphasis on the word “day” rather than the adjective “seventh”), meaning “on the seventh day.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the definite article and noun ERGON with the third masculine singular possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from all His works.”

“‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’;”

Heb 4:4 corrected translation
“For it says somewhere concerning the seventh [day] as follows ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’;”
Explanation:
1.  “For it says somewhere concerning the seventh [day] as follows”

a.  The writer continues with an explanation or proof that God’s rest has existed from the foundation of the world.  He does this by referring to the statement found in Gen 2:2, “So by the seventh day God completed His work which He had made.  And He stopped working His work, which He had made by the seventh day.”


b.  The subject of the saying is the Scripture.  God is not speaking in Gen 2:2.  It is the word of God which is speaking.


c.  The word “somewhere” is used by the writer to refer to the Old Testament in general.  There were no verse or chapter divisions within the Old Testament, so the writer could not say, “As it says in Genesis chapter two verse two.”

d.  The term “the seventh” is a technical use of the adjective for the seventh day of the restoration of the earth for the habitation of mankind and the beginning of the appeal trial of Satan.

2.  “‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’;”

a.  The writer’s point is that God’s rest has existed since the restoration of the earth at the beginning of human history.  In other words, the writer is making the point that having confidence in God and all that God has planned and done for mankind has existed from the beginning of the world as the place of the appeal trial of Satan.


b.  God does not need to rest.  God does not get tired.  Therefore, this statement is an anthropopathism for the attitude of contentment and tranquility that God has in relationship to the events and activities of His creation and creatures.


c.  God has not stopped working on behalf of mankind and will continue to do so.  This is most obvious from the work of Christ on the Cross, which was well after the seventh day of restoration.


d.  God does not need to take a day off from work once a week.  That thought is just as ridiculous as thinking that God needs to rest at any time.


e.  God’s rest is God being in a spiritual state of a relaxed mental attitude, freedom from worry, lack of anxiety, a total contentment and confidence in all that He has done and is doing.  This mental state of God has always existed and will always exist.  He does not have to enter this state of mind.  He is always in this state of mind.  But this fact has to be conveyed to the human mind in some manner.  Therefore, God uses language that is common to the thinking of mankind, so that we will understand what He is like.


f.  God ‘rested’ from all His works of restoration, because there nothing left to restore in preparation for Satan’s appeal trial during human history.  But God continues to work daily on behalf of mankind with a state of mind at rest from worry about what will happen in the angelic conflict.


g.  God stopped doing things in preparation for Satan’s appeal trial on the seventh day of the restoration of the earth, because there was nothing left to do to prepare for the appeal trial.  Everything was completed for the appeal of Satan, Gen 2:1 “So the heavens and the earth and all of their hosts were completed.”  All of the angels were in a state of readiness for the appeal trial to begin.


h.  God was in a state of perfect contentment, happiness, and tranquility as the appeal trial of human history began.  God had, as the Aussies say, “No worries, mate.”


i.  This spiritual state of blessing, contentment, and total happiness has existed from the beginning of human history.  It was the state of mind of Adam and the woman before the Fall.  It was the state of mind available to every believer of the Exodus generation.  It was the state of mind available “today” to the believers to whom Hebrews was written.  And it is still available “today” as the Church Age continues.
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