Heb 4:3



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and indicating the reason why we are not united with believers with negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God.  Then we have the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on with those believers with positive volition to God’s Word.


The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning, all Church Age believers with positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God are producing the action of entering into spiritual maturity.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun KATAPAUSIS, meaning “into the place of rest.”  (The definite article is missing from some of the oldest manuscripts, yet included in others.  It was probably assimilated from the other uses of the prepositional phrase in the letter.  However, all the other uses of the prepositional phrase are found with the personal pronouns MOU or AUTOU = my rest/his rest; and when the personal pronoun is added to the prepositional phrase the definite article is required.  But here we do not have MOU or AUTOU following KATAPAUSIS, and therefore, the definite article is probably a scribal addition for clarification.).  Then we have the nominative masculine first person plural subject from the articular aorist active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The definite article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the past action of our believing God’s Word in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers who continue to believe God’s Word produce the action.


The participle is substantivized by the definite article and functions as the subject of the main verb EISERCHOMAI.  Also the action of the aorist participle is antecedent to the action of the present tense in the main verb, meaning that we believed the Word of God before we entered into the place of rest.

“For we who believed enter into the place of rest,”

- is the comparative adverb KATHWS, meaning “just as” followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the conjunction HWS, used as a “marker of result in connection with indication of purpose, equivalent to HWSTE, meaning so that Heb 3:11; 4:3.”
  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OMNUW, which means “to swear” to do something, that is, “to make a solemn declaration” that you will do something.


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the entirety of our Lord making a solemn declaration to the Jewish reversionists of the Exodus generation, and regards the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative feminine singular from the definite article and noun ORGĒ with the first person singular possessive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My anger, wrath, indignation, judgment.”  The idea here is God acting in indignation and judgment, but from human frame of reference it appears to us as anger or wrath.  There are two possible ideas for the dative here.  It can be either (1) a locative of sphere, giving the idea that God made a solemn declaration within the context of His judgment, (2) an instrumental of cause, giving the idea that God made a solemn declaration because of His judgment.  Both ideas are theologically correct.  Therefore, the statement in My anger/wrath/indignation/judgment could be unpacked either way.


Then we have the conditional particle EI, which often means “if” in conditional sentences, but is also used as a “marker of strong or solemn assertion in oaths, amounting to a strong negation certainly not: they shall certainly not enter Heb 3:11; 4:3, 5.”
  With this we have the third person plural future deponent indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will or will not take place.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, the reversionistic believers of the Exodus generation would not produce the action of entering into the Promised Land of blessing and prosperity for Israel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular definite article and noun KATAPAUSIS, with the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My place of rest Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1, 3, 5, 10f.”

“just as He has said, ‘So that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath, they shall not enter into My place of rest,’”

 - is the conjunction KAITOI, which means “yet, on the other hand Acts 14:17; Heb 4:3.”
  It is used in Homeric and Attic Greek meaning “and indeed; and further; and yet to mark an objection.”  It is also used as a concessive particle meaning “even though.”  Then we have the genitive absolute construction, in which the noun in the genitive case functions as the “subject” of a participle in the genitive case, which functions as a finite verb, with the construction being independent grammatically from the rest of the sentence in which it occurs.  Thus we have the genitive neuter plural from the definite article, used as a personal pronoun (“His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ) and noun ERGON, meaning “works.”  With this we have the genitive neuter plural aorist deponent passive participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be produced; to come into existence, be made, be created, be manufactured, be performed; to happen, take place; to come about; to become; to exist.”  One thing it never means is “to be finished.”  The best meaning here is “have existed.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.


The deponent passive is active in meaning, the works of our Lord, having produced the action of existing from the beginning of the world.


The participle is a concessive participle with the concessive particle KAITOI.

In between the genitive “subject” and genitive “verb” we have prepositional phrase APO from the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun KATABOLĒ, which means “from the foundation, beginning” plus the objective genitive masculine singular from the noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world.”
“and yet His works have existed from the foundation of the world.”

Heb 4:3 corrected translation
“For we who believed enter into the place of rest, just as He has said, ‘So that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath, they shall not enter into My place of rest,’ and yet His works have existed from the foundation of the world.”
Explanation:
1.  “For we who believed enter into the place of rest,”

a.  The writer continues by stating the reason why we are not united with negative believers.  We have entered into our Lord’s state of rest—spiritual maturity, and they have not.


b.  Mature believers have done two things in their life: they have believed in Christ for eternal salvation, and they have continued to believe the Word of God for the execution of the spiritual life.


c.  Believers who do both these things enter into the status of spiritual maturity or God’s rest in time.


d.  All those who believe in Christ will enter into the place of rest in the eternal state.  But only those who believe God’s Word during their spiritual life here on earth enter into that place of moment-by-moment rest now.


e.  Faith in Christ at salvation is the prerequisite for entering into God’s rest in both time and eternity.


f.  Faith in the Word of God is the prerequisite for entering into God’s place of rest in time.


g.  Believers cannot enter into the blessings of spiritual maturity now (during their spiritual life on earth) without first believing the Word of God on a daily basis.


h.  Once a believer does continue to believe God’s Word on a daily basis they enter into the place of rest, that is, the place of fantastic tranquility and contentment in their spiritual life in time.

2.  “just as He has said, ‘So that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath, they shall not enter into My place of rest,’”

a.  The writer goes back to the quote of Ps 95:11, which he previously mentioned in Heb 3:11 and restates it to prove that believers with negative volition to the Word of God will not enter into His place of rest, that is, the blessings of spiritual maturity.


b.  The Lord Jesus made a solemn promise that believers with negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God would never receive their blessings in time.  This was true for the Exodus generation and this is true for believers of the Church Age.


c.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to not bless negative volition, and God keeps His promises.


d.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to not share His happiness with those who reject His Word.


e.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to not give inheritance blessings to the next generation of the family of reversionistic believers.


f.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to not provide temporal security for a nation of reversionistic believers.


g.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to not provide tranquility or contentment in the life of the believer who rejects Bible doctrine.


h.  Our Lord has made a solemn promise to discipline severely the believer who rejects His Word and give that believer no peace, no rest, no blessing for their perpetual negative volition.


i.  Human life is a miserable existence for the believer living under the wrath, anger, and indignation of the Lord Jesus Christ because of their rejection of His love.


j.  God’s place of rest is living under the protection and blessing of the love of God.  The mature believer appreciates the love of God and responds to that love with positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God.


k.  God’s place of discipline is the believer living under his indignation of the love of God.  The reversionistic believer has no appreciation of the love of God and rejects that love with negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God.


l.  The love of God functions in gracious justice toward the positive or negative believer according to the demands of the righteousness of God.  The positive believer enters into the place of rest under the blessing function of the love of God.  The negative believer does not enter into the place of rest under the discipline function of the love of God.

3.  “and yet His works have existed from the foundation of the world.”

a.  The difficulty with this phrase is in connecting it to the previous thoughts of the writer.  The essence of his argument is this: “Therefore, let us be afraid, lest any one miss out [on God’s place of rest].  For we who believed enter into the place of rest, and yet His works have existed from the foundation of the world.”


b.  The Lord’s works have always included His place of rest.  The opportunity to enter into God’s place of rest, that is, spiritual maturity, has existed from the foundation of the world.


c.  There has never been a believer who has not had the opportunity of entering into God’s place of rest, because that place of rest has existed from the foundation of the world.


d.  We should be afraid of not entering God’s rest, because that rest has always existed for anyone who believes in Christ.


e.  God rested on the seventh day because He was content, satisfied, and happy with all that He had done.  There was nothing left to do but enjoy it.


f.  In the same manner we can rest in our spiritual life after believing in Christ, because there is nothing left to do for salvation.  God has done it all for us.  We don’t have to work for salvation.  The works are completed and have been completed from the foundation of the world.


g.  Our spiritual life is not a life of works, but a life of contentment and enjoyment of all that God has done for us.


h.  The appreciation and enjoyment of this spiritual life of eternal salvation comes through learning and living the Word of God.


i.  Therefore, we enter positionally into God’s rest by faith in Christ.  Then we enter experientially into God’s rest by learning and living the Word of God.  Finally, we ultimately enter into God’s rest in the eternal state.


j.  The writer’s argument is that we should be afraid of missing out on the experiential phase of entering into God’s rest during our spiritual life now on earth.
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