Heb 4:13



- is the adjunctive use of KAI, which is focusing additive that introduces another thought into the discussion and can be translated “Also, Furthermore, Moreover.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “no” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists or is always true.


The active voice indicates that the subject (no creature) produces the action of being hidden from God’s sight.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative feminine singular subject from the noun KTISIS, which means “that which is created of individual things or beings created, creature; no creature is hidden from His sight Heb 4:13.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative feminine singular from the adjective APHANĒS, which means “invisible, hidden (BAGD, p. 154).”  This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “before Him” or “in the presence of Him” or “in His sight.”  Literally this says ‘no creature is invisible before Him’, which can also be translated ‘no creature is hidden from His sight’.

“Furthermore no creature is hidden from His sight,”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative neuter plural subject PAS, meaning “all things.”  Then we have the predicate nominative neuter plural from the adjective GUMNOS, which means “naked, bare;” and is used figuratively, meaning “uncovered.”  The subject nominative and predicate nominative imply the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”  With this we have the connective KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative perfect passive participle from the verb TRACHĒLIZW, which means “lay bear: everything is open and laid bare to the eyes.”


The perfect tense emphasizes the action as a present fact as a result of a past action—the decree of God.


The passive voice indicates that the subject “all things” received the action of being laid bare to His eyes.


The participle is a substantival or ascriptive use of the participle as an adjective ascribing some attribute to the subject all things.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His eyes” and referring to God’s eyes.  This is an anthropomorphism when used of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, but is literal when used of the hypostatic union of Christ.  The reference here is to the function of deity, and therefore, the use is anthropomorphic.

“but all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes”

. - is the preposition PROS plus the dative of relationship (which comes very close to the idea of the dative of indirect object here) from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to Whom” and referring to God as the implied object of this entire sentence.  Then we have the first person plural dative of indirect object from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  There is no verb, which suggests the ellipsis of EIMI, which literally would say “there is to us,” which is idiomatic for “we have.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun LOGOS, means “(1) word, statement, proclamation, preaching, command, prophecy, report, story, message, teaching, assertion, declaration, subject, matter, thing; (2) computation, reckoning, that is, a formal accounting, especially of one’s actions, give account, make an accounting.”
 BAGD treats this as an idiomatic expression with an implied EIMI at the end [] meaning: with whom we have to do (that is, to reckon) Heb 4:13.  They emphasize the second meaning of LOGOS.  The idea is that there is someone with whom we have to give an account for our actions, someone to whom we must give an account.  This meaning makes the most sense in this context of God knowing everything about us and seeing everything we have done.  Literally, this says “to Whom [there is] to us the reckoning or accounting,” which is idiomatic meaning:
“to Whom we have to give an account.”

Heb 4:13 corrected translation
“Furthermore no creature is hidden from His sight, but all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes to Whom we have to give an account.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore no creature is hidden from His sight,”

a.  The writer continues with another reason why it is so important for us to make every effort to enter into God’s rest.


b.  We must enter into spiritual maturity as Church Age believers because no creature is hidden from His sight.


c.  This statement relates to the omniscience of God.  God has known all creatures and all the most intimate details of their life from eternity past before any creature was created.  There has never been a time when God has not known everything about each of us and all of the angels.


d.  The fact that nothing is hidden from God’s sight is also mentioned in:



(1)  Job 28:24, “For He looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.”



(2)  Job 31:4, “Does He not see my ways and number all my steps?”



(3)  Jer 16:17, “For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes.”



(4)  Zech 4:10, “these are the eyes of the Lord which range to and fro throughout the earth.”



(5)  Ps 11:4, “The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.”



(6)  Ps 14:2, “The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.”



(7)  2 Chr 16:9, “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.”



(8)  Ps 33:13-15, “The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men; from His dwelling place He looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, He who fashions the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works.”



(9)  Prov 15:3, “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, watching the evil and the good.”


e.  No sin, no evil, no deception, no wrongdoing of any kind is hidden from the sight and knowledge of God.


f.  No righteous act, no honorable deed, no execution of God’s will is ever ignored or missed by God.


g.  God knows the end from the beginning, and knows all the details in between.  Isa 46:10, “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’.”


h.  Satan has never been able to hide anything from God, Ezek 28:15, “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you.”


i.  Likewise, no man has ever been able to hide anything from God.

2.  “but all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes”

a.  In contrast to creatures attempting to hide their deeds from the Lord, all things are uncovered and laid bare to His eyes.  Again, this is an anthropomorphism with regard to the Father and Holy Spirit and deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  This concept is mentioned in:



(1)  Job 28:24, “For He looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.”



(2)  Jer 16:17, “For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes.”



(3)  Prov 15:3, “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, watching the evil and the good.”


c.  The “all things” include both the good and the evil, the right and the wrong, the honorable and dishonorable, and the obedience and disobedience to God.


d.  God knows who is positive to the teaching of doctrine and who is really negative.


e.  God knows who is really trying to obey Him and who is living on their own agenda.


f.  God knows who really has reciprocal love for Him and who does not appreciate His love.


g.  God knows who cares about others, who is thoughtful, concerned, and treats others with honor, respect, and virtue, and who does none of these things.


h.  God knows every detail of every thought, decision, and action in creature history.  Nothing escapes His notice and nothing is ignored by Him.  1 Jn 3:20, “God knows all things.”  Peter said in Jn 21:17, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”


i.  Omniscience is defined as:  God knows perfectly, eternally, and simultaneously all that is knowable about all creation, actual and possible.  Actual knowledge about creatures is programmed into the divine decrees, while possible activities are known by God but not programmed into the divine decrees.  Only reality is programmed into the decrees.


j.  All God’s knowledge is simultaneous.  There never was a time when God did not know everything.  There is no limitation to the knowledge of eternal and infinite God.  Every minute detail of both angelic and human history is completely, perfectly, and simultaneously known.  Therefore, it is in God’s mind at all times.  He doesn’t have to remember anything or learn anything.



(1)  Consequently, omniscience perceives the free as free, the necessary as necessary, together with all their causes, conditions, relations, and interactions as one indivisible system of things, every link of which is essential to the whole.  God knows everything about you that is knowable, every thought you’ve ever had, your every decision, motive, and action; the same is true of billions and billions of creatures.



(2)  Time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge.  (Time has everything to do with our knowledge.  The longer we live, the more we should learn.)  Therefore, the future is as well known to Him as the past.



(3)  The omniscience of God knows all the realities and alternatives of history for individuals, groups, tribes, and nations.  Both cause and effect, actual and possible, reality and potential have always been known to God.  Such a knowledge almost transcends human comprehension.



(4)  The omniscience of God knows all the facts about every creature.  Inasmuch as we are creatures, He knows all the facts about us.  He knew them simultaneously in eternity past.  He knew our thoughts, motives, decisions, and actions, always.  He also understands how they relate and interact with others in our generation.



(5)  The omniscience of God knows all that would have been involved in every case where a person’s decisions and actions might have been different from what they were.  That means the omniscience and foreknowledge of God are related to the doctrine of the divine decrees.

3.  “to Whom we have to give an account.”

a.  This phrase is the application of the previous doctrinal statement.


b.  As Church Age believers, we are individually responsible to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We will answer to Him at His evaluation throne.


c.  Since we and nothing we think, say, or do is hidden from His sight, we will be evaluated and judged by Him.  Rom 14:12, “So, therefore, each one of us shall give an account to God concerning himself.”


d.  Since we have to give an account to God of what we did or did not do in our spiritual life, contradictions should not exist in our spiritual life.


e.  Contradictions exist in our spiritual life when:



(1)  we sin;



(2)  we are negative to doctrine;



(3)  we are disobedient to the will of God.



(4)  we live our spiritual life on our own agenda.


f.  Negative believers are losers, who contradict the plan of God in their experience.  Winners execute the plan of God and become invisible heroes.  The difference is daily attitude toward doctrine.  Positive believers are consistent in the function of learning and applying doctrine.  Negative believers (losers) are negative toward doctrine and therefore are left to their own devices, which are disastrous.


g.  God provides equal privilege and equal opportunity to not have contradictions in our spiritual life.  God wills the highest and the best for each one of us.  The negative believer does not care about what God wills or wants.  He or she only cares about what they want.


h.  Each of us must learn doctrine, so that we can correctly and objectively account for what we are thinking, doing, deciding, and how we are motivated.


i.  This requires us to grow up spiritually, which is the point of this chapter:



(1)  Heb 4:1, “Therefore, let us be afraid, while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect, lest any one from you may be recognized as missing out.”



(2)  Heb 4:11, “Therefore let us make every effort to enter into that place of rest, in order that no one might be ruined by means of the same example of disobedience.”


j.  And the reason why we must grow up spiritually and enter into God’s rest is because:



(1)  Heb 4:12, “the word of God [is] able to judge the reflections and thoughts produced by the heart.”



(2)  Heb 4:13, “Furthermore all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes to Whom we have to give an account.”
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