Heb 4:11



- is the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to be especially conscientious in discharging an obligation: be zealous/eager, take pains, make every effort, be conscientious with the infinitive following Gal 2:10; Eph 4:3; 1 Thes 2:17; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:11; 2 Pet 1:10, 15; 3:14.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of advancing to spiritual maturity in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the inclusive “we” (meaning the author and his readers) are to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the writer implores the readers to join and follow him in a course of action.  It is translated “let us be especially conscientious” or “let us make every effort.”

This is followed by the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore,” which introduces a conclusion based upon what has previously been stated.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of entering spiritual maturity in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the inclusive “we” (meaning the author and his readers) are to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb SPOUDAZW.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS followed by the accusative article and noun KATAPAUSIS, meaning “into that place of rest.”

“Therefore let us make every effort to enter into that place of rest,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the article and neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS with the neuter singular noun HUPODEIGMA, meaning “example, model, pattern Jn 13:15; Jam 5:10; Heb 4:11.”
  The phrase is translated “by means of the same example.”  With this we have nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite adjective TIS, meaning “someone, anyone.”  With the previous negative MĒ it means “no one” (BADG, p. 1008).  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PIPTW, which literally means “to fall” and is used figuratively here, meaning “to fall in the sense of being destroyed, ruined.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at reversionism and Christian degeneracy in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that negative believers produce the action of being ruined in the spiritual life because of disobedience.


The subjunctive mood with the negative indicates the negative purpose—that we might not be destroyed or ruined in the spiritual life because of disobedience.

Finally, we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the article and noun APEITHEIA, which means “of disobedience/disbelief.”  Disbelief in God’s word (whether the gospel or the teaching of Bible doctrine) is disobedience to God.  This word also has the meaning “unwillingness to be persuaded” (ISBE, Volume 1, p. 961).
“in order that no one might be ruined by means of the same example of disobedience.”

Heb 4:11 corrected translation
“Therefore let us make every effort to enter into that place of rest, in order that no one might be ruined by means of the same example of disobedience.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore let us make every effort to enter into that place of rest,”

a.  The writer now reaches a conclusion based upon everything he has said in verses 1-10.


b.  He exhorts his readers to join him in a course of action.



(1)  The writer is already a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as demonstrated by everything he has already said about the deity and true humanity of Christ in chapters one and two.



(2)  Since he is a believer, and is telling himself to make every effort to enter into God’s place of rest, and is asking others to join him, it is therefore logical to conclude that he is inviting other believers to join him in this action.



(3)  If he were addressing unbelievers, he would not be inviting them to advance to spiritual maturity, but inviting them to believe in Christ.



(4)  If he were inviting unbelievers to believe in Christ, he would say such things as Acts 16:31, “They said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’”


c.  This exhortation is addressed to believers, not unbelievers.


d.  This exhortation is imploring believers to advance to spiritual maturity.  It is not imploring unbelievers to believe in Christ.  It is certainly not imploring believers to make every effort to not lose their salvation.


e.  As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ we are to make every effort to advance to spiritual maturity, the place of God’s rest in the spiritual life.


f.  How do we make every effort to enter into that place of rest?



(1)  We must be positive to the teaching of the Word of God, which is why the next statement by this writer emphasizes the word of God, “For the word of God is living and powerful…”



(2)  We must be obedient to God, which means we must learn what God wants.  Again, this demands positive volition to the teaching of God’s word.



(3)  We must be filled with the Spirit, which is obedience to the will of God.



(4)  We must use the problem solving devices of the spiritual life, which God has provided for us, like acknowledging our sins to God, mixing our faith with doctrine, having unconditional love for others, having reciprocal love for God, having a personal sense of destiny, being occupied with Christ, etc.  This, of course, requires our positive volition to the teaching and application of the word of God.



(5)  Therefore, we make every effort to enter into God’s rest by:




(a)  Staying in fellowship with God and getting back in fellowship with Him immediately when we do sin.




(b)  Being positive to the teaching of the word of God.




(c)  By applying what we have learned in the execution of the spiritual life through the use of God’s problem solving devices.


g.  All of this adds up to living our spiritual life on God’s agenda rather than our own agenda.  That means doing what God wants rather than what we want.


h.  Mature believers are experts at learning what God wants and doing it.  Immature believers are immature because they don’t yet know what God wants.  Reversionistic believers are degenerate because they know what God wants and don’t care to do it.  They would rather do what they want.


i.  Therefore, the writer is addressing his remarks to two groups of believers:



(1)  The immature believers who need to continue their positive volition and learn what God really wants them to do.  This is further addressed in Heb 6:1ff.



(2)  The reversionistic believers who are following the example of the believers of the Exodus generation.

2.  “in order that no one might be ruined by means of the same example of disobedience.”

a.  The writer continues by stating the purpose for making every effort to enter into that place of rest.  The purpose for entering spiritual maturity is so that no believer will ruin or destroy their own spiritual life by disobedience to the will and teaching of God.


b.  The writer certainly had in mind Paul’s teaching in 1 Cor 10:6-12, “Now these things happened as examples for us, that we might not be desirous of evil things, as that [group of believers] also desired.  And do not become worshipers of idols as some of them, just as it stands written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.’  Nor let us ever practice sexual immorality, as some of them practiced sexual immorality and so twenty-three thousand fell dead in one day.  Nor let us put Christ to the test as some of them put [Him] to the test, and so they were destroyed by snakes.  Nor complain, just as some of them complained, and so they were destroyed by the destroyer.  Now these things kept on happening to those [believers] as an example.  Moreover it was written for our warning, for the benefit of whom the goal of the ages has come.  For this reason, the one who thinks that he stands firm must watch out lest he fall.”


c.  The indefinite subject “no one” indicates that spiritual ruin and destruction can happen to any of us.  Satan is after all of us and seeks the spiritual ruin of each of us.  Do not take lightly the statement in 1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”


d.  Believers are ruined spiritually by disobedience to the teaching of the word of God.


e.  Disbelief in what the word of God teaches is disobedience to God.  It is rejection of what God says.  It is in effect calling God a liar, which is blasphemous.  Therefore, negative volition to the teaching of Bible doctrine is blasphemy against God.


f.  We cannot disbelieve what God says without disobeying God.  For example, if we do not believe God’s command to flee fornication, we will fornicate.  If we do not believe God’s command to love others, we will by bitter, angry, and hateful.


g.  Disbelief produces disobedience to the will of God, which destroys the spiritual life.


h.  We do this to ourselves and need no help from others.  We decide to not believe some doctrine.  We decide to react to something that is said.  We decide we are not going to do this or that, which is commanded by God’s word.


i.  We decide to follow in the footsteps of the spiritual degeneracy of the Exodus generation rather than follow in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is exactly what was happening to the believers in the churches to whom the author writes, and therefore, his exhortation to join him in the advance to spiritual maturity instead.


j.  There is only one way to make this advance, and that is through positive volition to the teaching of the word of God.  Therefore, the importance of the word of God is mentioned by our author in the next verse, which is one of the greatest statements in Scripture.
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