Heb 4:1



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and used to introduce a conclusion from a preceding argument or discussion.  With this we have the first person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid” in the sense of being apprehensive about something happening.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action of being apprehensive about not reaching spiritual maturity in its entirety and regards it as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being afraid.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the subjunctive mood is used in first person plurals as a command to exhort the readers or hearers to join the writer or speaker in a course of action, since there is no first person imperative mood.  It is properly translated “let us do such and such” (depending on the meaning of the verb).
“Therefore, let us be afraid,”

 - is the conjunction MĒPOTE, which is a “marker of negated purpose, translated: that … not or lest.”  Then we have the genitive absolute from the feminine singular present passive participle from the verb KATALEIPW, which means “to be left behind; to remain behind; to cause something to remain in existence or be left over, leave over specifically in the sense to be incomplete, unfinished, open: a promise that is still open Heb 4:1.”
  In Modern English we would say that the promise “remains in effect.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that now exists.


The passive voice indicates that God’s promise of entering into His rest [spiritual maturity] receives the action of remaining in existence.


The participle is circumstantial and temporal, indicating the time of the action as currently happening.

With the genitive absolute participle we have the genitive absolute feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise.”  The absence of the definite article indicates the high quality of this promise as God’s promise.  This noun functions as the “subject” of the participle.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of entering into God’s rest.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which is used to clarify, explain, or qualify a noun (in this case the noun “promise”).  It is the promise to enter His rest that remains or continues to be in effect.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular definite article and noun KATAPAUSIS, meaning “place of rest” with the possessive genitive third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “into His place of rest.”

“while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect, lest”

 - is the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb DOKEW, which means “(1) to consider as probable, think, believe, suppose, consider (2) have the appearance, to seem, be recognized as being something, have a reputation of Lk 10:36; Acts 17:18; 26:9; 1 Cor 12:22; 2 Cor 10:9; Heb 12:11; as an expression serving to moderate a statement Heb 4:1.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what should not now be happening.


The active voice indicates that the subject (anyone from all of you) should not produce the action (the negative MEPOTE = that…not).


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating that our volition is involved in producing or not producing the action.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  With this we have the preposition EK plus the partitive ablative or the genitive of the whole from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”  Finally, we have the perfect active infinitive from the verb HUSTEREW, which means “to miss out on something through one’s own fault: to miss, fail to reach, Heb 4:1; to be excluded Heb 12:15; lack, be lacking, go without, to come short.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the subject (anyone from you, that is, anyone of us) produces the action of not missing out on entering into God’s rest or coming short of God’s rest.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DOKEW.

“any one from you may be recognized as missing out.”

Heb 4:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, let us be afraid, while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect, lest any one from you may be recognized as missing out.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, let us be afraid,”

a. The writer continues by drawing a conclusion based upon the fact that the degenerate, negative believers of the Exodus generation were not able to enter into God’s rest because of failure to believe the promises of God.


b.  The danger to those believers still exists for us as believers today.


c.  We should have the same fear of not entering into God’s rest of spiritual maturity and blessing as happened to the reversionistic believers of the Exodus generation.


d.  God has not given us a lifestyle of fear, but of power through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in our lives.


e.  We are to fear nothing from anyone or any circumstance of life.


f.  However, we should be afraid of failure from our own bad decisions of not trusting that God will keep His promises to us.


g.  We should be deathly afraid of not believing God’s Word.


h.  We should be terribly afraid of our own negative volition.


i.  We should be tremendously afraid of rejecting God’s truth.


j.  God has offered us a spiritual life of blessing and reward beyond anything we could ask or imagine.  We should be afraid of losing that blessing and reward through our own apathy, indifference, or outright rejection.

2.  “while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect,”

a.  The promise of God to enter into His place of rest remains in effect right now, “today,” throughout our life and throughout the Church Age.


b.  God has made a promise of escrow blessings for time and eternity to any Church Age believer that will learn God’s Word and live according to what it says.


c.  This is the place of His rest.  It is the status of spiritual maturity.  It is the place of greatest spiritual blessing to which Paul kept pressing forward.  Phil 3:13-14, “Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won [attained the status of winner believer], but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead, I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”


d.  God’s rest is the status of spiritual maturity of the winner believer.


e.  The winner believer has rewards and blessings in both time and eternity.



(1)  The blessings for time are divided into two periods of human history.




(a)  The blessings of this life before physical death.




(b)  The blessings of our life on earth in a resurrection body during the millennial reign of Christ.



(2)  The blessings for eternity in the eternal state after the creation of the new heavens and new earth.


f.  God’s rest includes both blessings in time and in eternity.


g.  The promise is to enter into God’s rest, that is, to have these blessings remains in effect right now for each one of us.  As long as we are alive the promise remains in effect.


h.  God’s promise to the Exodus generation, which they rejected in mass, remained in effect for the next generation of believers and every subsequent generation of believers thereafter.


i.  The promise to enter into God’s rest or God’s millennial kingdom is good throughout human history until the Second Advent of Christ.


j.  The promise to enter into God’s rest or the eternal state is good throughout human history, which includes the millennial reign of Christ.

3.  “lest any one from you may be recognized as missing out.”

a.  The warning the author gives here is that none of us should ever be recognized as missing out on spiritual maturity.  It does not matter if other believers or unbelievers recognize us as missing out on spiritual maturity.  It critically matters what our Lord Jesus Christ thinks about us.


b.  The issue and focus is on us not missing the opportunity we have “today” to reach spiritual maturity and receive the blessings and rewards God has designed for us in eternity past.


c.  We should not be afraid of having the appearance of having missed out on spiritual maturity.  Appearance means nothing, reality means everything.  Nor should we be afraid of having a reputation of missing spiritual maturity.  Our reputation with other people and their opinion of us does not matter, but rather the opinion of God matters greatly.


d.  We should be totally afraid of being recognized by our Lord Jesus Christ at His Judgment Seat as having missed out on entering into His rest.


e.   What we don’t want is for our Lord to think, believe, or consider [DOKEW] that we have missed out on, failed to reach, or have come short of spiritual maturity (entering into His rest).


f.  The worse thing we can do after salvation is to reject the Word of God and live a life of selfishness, self-absorption, self-justification, self-gratification and self-deception.  This is the exact opposite of entering into God’s rest.  In our state of selfishness, we are completely preoccupied with doing for ourselves, attaining for ourselves, accomplishing for ourselves, providing for ourselves, and creating blessing and happiness for ourselves.  We are not resting from anything, but are totally dependent upon ourselves.


g.  Entering God’s rest means ceasing to live a lifestyle of selfishness and self-absorption.  We can relax and do the will of God while He provides everything for us in grace.  It is a lifestyle of wisdom and blessing from God.


h.  This opportunity is constantly available to us right now as believers.  It only requires confidence and faith in the promises of God and His provision for us.  The danger for all believers is that they cease to have this faith in God and return to a lifestyle of faith only in themselves.  They return to the lifestyle and thinking they had as unbelievers—complete dependence upon themselves.


i.  The believer who does this is recognized by the Lord Jesus Christ as missing out on the spiritual life that has been provided for him or her and will be so judged at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.


j.  Therefore, the warning that the writer gives to these believers is as apropos today as it was over 1900 years ago.
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