Heb 3:8



- is the negative MĒ plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb SKLERUNW, which means “to not harden in the sense to cause to be unyielding in resisting information, Heb 3:8, 15; 4:7.”
  Another Lexicon says it means ‘to make stubborn, to make obstinate.’


The aorist tense looks at the entire action of listening to the teaching of the Word of God or learning the Word of God without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that believers are to not produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition with the negative, which is properly translated “do not harden.”  It is used to forbid the occurrence of an action.  Its force is equivalent to an imperative after MĒ; hence, it should be translated Do not rather than You should not.

Then we have the accusative feminine plural direct object from the definite article and noun KARDIA with the second person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “your hearts” and referring to that part of the human soul that processes and stores spiritual information when it is believed.
“do not harden your hearts”

 - is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the masculine singular definite article and noun PARAPIKRASMOS, which means “in the revolt, rebellion against God (referring to the story of the Exodus, e.g. Ex 15:23; 17:7; Num 14; 20:2–5) Heb 3:8, 15.”
  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the feminine singular definite article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “at, on, during, in the day of trial Heb 3:8.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the definite article and noun PEIRASMOS, which means “of testing.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular definite article and adjective ERĒMOS, which means “an uninhabited region or locality, desert, grassland, wilderness (in contrast to cultivated and inhabited country).”

“as in the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert,”

Heb 3:8 corrected translation
“do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert,”
Explanation:
1.  “do not harden your hearts”

a.  The sentence reads thus far: “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert,”


b.  This same warning will be given again by the writer of Hebrews in Heb 4:7, “He again fixes a certain day, ‘Today,’ saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.’”


c.  Luke uses the same concept of hardening the heart in Acts 19:9, “But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he [Paul] withdrew from them and took away the disciples [twelve believers in Ephesus], reasoning daily [notice that Paul taught doctrine daily] in the school of Tyrannus.”


d.  Hardening of the heart is the result of locked-in negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God.  It is mentioned in:



(1)  Lam 3:65, “You will give them hardness of heart, Your curse will be on them.”



(2)  Mt 19:8, “He said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.’”



(3)  Mk 3:5, “After looking around at them with anger [ORGĒ = indignation], grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’  And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.”



(4)  Eph 4:18, “having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them because of the obstinacy of their heart.”


e.  Notice that people are responsible for hardening their own heart.  The heart is the part of the human soul where divine information is believed, stored, processed, and applied to life.  People become hardened to divine information by an act of their own free will.


f.  When the Bible says that God hardens someone’s heart, it means that God permits the full function of that person’s free will to harden themselves.  God does not prevent a person from hardening their own heart.


g.  Therefore, since this command is a deliberate injunction by God the Holy Spirit to not harden our hearts, that is, to not resist the teaching of Scripture, then it is obvious that God is not willing that anyone should harden their minds against the truth of His Word.


h.  The first creature to ever harden his thinking against the truth from God was Satan, and he convinced one third of the angels to do likewise.  Satan also convinced the woman in the Garden of Eden to harden her heart against the truth from God that she would die by eating of the forbidden fruit.  Satan is in the business of convincing unbelievers to harden their hearts against the truthfulness of the gospel message.


i.  Hardness of heart begins gradually with the rejection of one divine thought or doctrine or concept.  Once you become hardened in negative volition in one small area, that hardening then spreads a little to another idea, and then another, until eventually you are completely hardened with regard to anything concerning the teaching of the Word of God.


j.  Your volition has become locked into saying either ‘I don’t care’ or ‘I don’t believe it’, when Bible doctrine is taught.  This negative volition builds up and intensifies into scar tissue of the soul.  Evidently that scar tissue from saying ‘No’ results in a permanent hardening of the heart.  At this point the only thing that will break through this hardening is intense divine discipline resulting in physical death.  This is exactly what happened to the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation.  They became so hardened in their negative volition to the Word of God that not a single one of them escaped the sin resulting in death for forty years in the desert.  (Caleb and Joshua were never negative to the Word of God and had no need to recover from reversionism.)

2.  “as in the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert,”

a.  The writer continues with the example mentioned by David in Ps 95 of the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation in 1400 B.C.


b.  The testing of the Lord in the desert is described in Ex 17:1-7, “Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.  Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, ‘Give us water that we may drink.’ And Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me?  Why do you test the Lord?’  But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, ‘Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?’  So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, ‘What shall I do to this people?  A little more and they will stone me.’  Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Pass before the people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.  Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.’  And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.  He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us, or not?’”  The Hebrew word MASSAH means “testing” and the word MERIBAH means “rebellion.”


c.  The hardness of heart of these believers tested the Lord ten times according to Num 14:22-24, “Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.  But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.”



(1)  Negative volition didn’t question the truthfulness and faithfulness of God once, but ten times.



(2)  These ten testings did not all occur on the same day, which tells us that the phrase ‘the day of testing’ refers to a period of time of more than one literal day.  This is a common use of the word ‘day’ in the Bible.  For example ‘the day of the Lord’ includes the Second Advent and thousand year reign of our Lord.


d.  Moses’ teaching to the second generation of what happened to the first generation of believers is given in Dt 2:14-15, “Now the time that it took for us to come from Kadesh-barnea until we crossed over the brook Zered was thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the men of war perished from within the camp, as the Lord had sworn to them.  Moreover the hand of the Lord was against them, to destroy them from within the camp until they all perished.”  The military men of Israel were afraid to go to war because they were afraid of being killed.  Therefore, the Lord killed them in the desert instead as a just punishment for their cowardice.


e.  Paul uses this same illustration of the problem of believer negative volition and hardness of heart in 1 Cor 10:1-6, “Certainly I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that all of our fathers kept on being under the cloud [Jesus Christ] and all went through the sea; in addition all were identified with Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food [Manna]; and all drank the same spiritual drink [Bible doctrine]; for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed; now the rock was Christ.  But God was not well pleased with most of them; for their dead bodies were strewn throughout the desert.  Now these things happened as examples for us, that we might not be desirous of evil things, as that [group of believers] also desired.”


f.  Jude also uses this same illustration in Jude 5 “But I want to remind you, though you know all about these things, that the Lord, after having delivered once and for all the people [Jews] from the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe [believers with negative volition].”


g.  There is a very interesting comment made by F.F. Bruce (Emeritus Professor University of Manchester) on page ninety-nine of his Commentary on Hebrews, which says, “We have evidence of a belief that God’s dealings with Israel, which began with a probationary period of forty years, would be rounded off at the end-time by a probationary period of like duration; and (if this epistle [Hebrews] was written shortly before A.D. 70) it was nearly forty years now since Jesus had accomplished His ‘exodus’ at Jerusalem.  Hence the urgency of the present appeal to the readers to take heed ‘so long as it is called “Today”’ (Heb 3:13).”  He is saying that the forty years between our Lord’s resurrection and the fall of Jerusalem was the last chance for negative believers with hardness of heart in the first generation of the Church Age to recover, just as it was the only chance for the negative believers of the Exodus generation to recover.


h.  Therefore, we have a perfect comparison between the negative volition of the first generation of Jewish believers with the negative volition of the first generation of Christian believers.  Each have received forty years of grace to recover, but that period of grace is about to end and those with hardness of heart are about to die as a result of their reversionism.  The letter of Hebrews is the final written warning from the Word of God to those who have hardened their hearts against the Word of God.
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