Heb 3:7



- is the “inferential conjunction DIO (which is the crasis (combination of two words into one) of the preposition DIA and the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS), meaning: “Therefore, for this reason Mt 27:8; Lk 7:7; Acts 15:19; 20:31; 25:26; 26:3; 27:25, 34; Rom 1:24; 2:1; 13:5; Heb 3:7, 10.”
  Then we have the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for what the Holy Spirit continues and will always communicate in the Word of God in Ps 95:7 [94:7 in the LXX], “For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you would hear His voice,”


The active voice indicates that the subject, God the Holy Spirit, produces the action of speaking in the Word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact that the Holy Spirit speaks in Scripture.

Then we have the nominative neuter singular subject from the definite article and noun PNEUMA followed by the definite article and adjective HAGIOS, which means “the Holy Spirit.”

“Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,”

 - is the adverb of time SĒMERON, which means “today” as in Heb 1:5; 3:13; 5:5; 13:8.  This is followed by the third class conditional conjunction EAN, which means “if” and introduces an element of contingency, that is, something that may or may not happen depending upon the volition of the individual involved.  Then we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular definite article and noun PHWNĒ with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His voice” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action as in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form a conditional clause and indicate an element of probability, possibility, and indefiniteness.

“‘Today if you hear His voice,”

Heb 3:7 corrected translation
“Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear His voice,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,”

a.  The writer continues with a conclusion based upon what he has previously stated in verses 1-6.  His conclusion is based upon a statement made by David in Ps 95:7-11, “For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.  Today, if you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the wilderness, when your fathers tested Me; they tried Me, though they had seen My work.  For forty years I loathed that generation, and said they are a people who err in their heart, and they do not know My ways.  Therefore I swore in My anger, truly they shall not enter into My rest.”



(1)  In this context, the “fathers” and “that generation” refer to the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation, who died in the desert over a period of forty years as a result of their perpetual carnality and reversionism.



(2)  The phrase “hearing the voice of God” refers to positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God.  The problem with the Exodus generation of believers was that they did not want to hear the Law of God because they did not want to obey the Law of God.  They wanted to do whatever they wanted rather than what God wanted.



(3)  Therefore, these negative believers put God to the test by refusing to listen to and obey what He had to say through Moses.  They tested the justice of God by disobedience to His known will, in order to see if God would really discipline them.


b.  The interesting thing here is that the writer of Hebrews says that the words of David were actually the words of God the Holy Spirit.  This indicates that what David wrote is actually what God the Holy Spirit wanted written.  This is the concept of the inspiration of Scriptures.


c.  The Holy Spirit is mentioned in relationship to the Scriptures in two other places in Hebrews:



(1)  Heb 9:8, “The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing,”



(2)  Heb 10:15, “And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,”


d.  Here we have an Old Testament statement, not made by God in its context, quoted as if it were the direct utterance of God the Holy Spirit.  What does this mean?  Why is this important?



(1)  Statements recorded in the Old Testament are the authoritative utterances of God.



(2)  Acts 1:16 says, “Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.”  God the Holy Spirit has used the mouth of men in the Old Testament times to convey the complete and accurate message of God to mankind.



(3)  Compare this with 2 Pet 1:21, “For no prophecy was ever made by the will of man, but men, after being guided by the Holy Spirit, communicated from God,” and 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, for the purpose of correction and rebuke, for the purpose of correction and restoration, for the purpose of training in righteousness.”


e.  This introduces the subject of the inspiration of Scriptures.

2.  “‘Today if you hear His voice,”

a.  The word “today” referred to 1000 B.C. when David first wrote this.  Then it refers to 69 A.D. when the writer of Hebrews wrote this letter.  And because the Scriptures are alive and everlasting, it applies to every day of human history until the end of the millennial reign of Christ.


b.  More specifically this applies to believers in the Church Age, and therefore, for us it refers to every day of our spiritual life on earth.


c.  The conditional particle EAN with the subjunctive mood indicates that our volition is involved in hearing or not hearing the voice of God, that is, the teachings of the Word of God.


d.  The verb “to hear” does not refer to the mere act of hearing, but to the attitude of acceptance of what is heard, as in Jam 1:22-25, “In fact start becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer [and they are], this person is like the man, contemplating his natural face in a mirror; for he observed himself and departs, and immediately disregards what sort of person he was.  But the one having looked intently into the perfect law of freedom [the Word of God] and having continued, having become not a hearer of forgetfulness but the doer of action, this one shall be happy in his action of doing.”


e.  The voice of God the Holy Spirit is not His literal voice, but the content of the Word of God, Bible doctrine, the Scriptures.


f.  In order to hear His voice, you have to assemble where His voice is speaking.  This requires positive volition on your part.


g.  In order to hear His voice, you have to pay attention to what is being said.  This requires academic discipline on your part.


h.  In order to hear His voice, you have to believe what is taught.  This requires positive volition on your part.


i.  In order to hear His voice, you have to act upon what you believe.  This requires positive volition on your part.


j.  The next section of this letter (verses 8-12) is about negative volition to the teaching of the Word of God and the concluding principle in verse 12 is about not entering into the hardness of heart of reversionism, Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.”  Notice that this is addressed to “brethren,” that is, to believers.  The “living God” is God the Holy Spirit who lives in us, indwells us, and fills us.  Falling away from Him is rejecting the spiritual life God has provided for us and living in a state of apostasy or Christian degeneracy.  It is not loss of eternal salvation.


k.  The principle of verses 7-12 is simple: you will hear the voice of God in the teaching of the Word of God, take care that you do not reject what you hear.
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