Heb 3:3



- is the use of the postpositive conjunction GAR to explain the previous statement as the reason why the current statement is given.  It can be translated “For this reason.”  The answer to the question, ‘for what reason?’ is because He is a faithful Commander and High Priest to the Church.  Because He is a faithful High Priest He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses.  With this we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular comparative adjective POLUS, meaning “greater” and the noun DOXA, meaning “glory, honor, or recognition.”  In the midst of this we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a personal pronoun.  Literally it means “This One” (referring to our Lord), but can be translated “He.”  Then we have the preposition PARA plus the ablative of comparison from the masculine singular noun MWUSĒS, meaning “than Moses.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb AXIOW, which means “to consider worthy, deserving of something.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of deserving greater glory, honor, and recognition than Moses.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“For this reason He has been considered worthy of greater glory [honor, recognition] than Moses,”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSOS, which means “in so far as, inasmuch as Heb 3:3; 7:20, 22.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular comparative adjective POLUS and the noun TIMĒ, which means “greater honor, reverence, or respect.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a gnomic/static/aoristic present, for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having greater honor, reverence, and respect from us than we have for Moses.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular definite article and noun OIKOS, meaning “of the house.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb KATASKEUAZW, which means “build, construct, erect, or create Heb 3:3-4; 11:7; 1 Pet 3:20.”


The definite article is used to substantivize the participle and make it into a noun, “the builder.”  The participle is thus an ascriptive participle, and the verbal morphology is not critical.
Finally, we have the accusative of comparison from the masculine third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun “it” referring back to the masculine singular noun OIKOS = “house.”
“inasmuch as the builder of the house has greater honor than it [the house].”
Heb 3:3 corrected translation
“For this reason He has been considered worthy of greater glory [honor, recognition] than Moses, inasmuch as the builder of the house has greater honor than it [the house].”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason He has been considered worthy of greater glory [honor, recognition] than Moses,”

a.  Because our Lord is a faithful Commander and High Priest to the Church, He has been considered worthy of more glory, honor, and recognition than Moses.

b.  Moses was the epitome of greatness in the nation of Israel, which is why he is given such high honor and recognition by the Jews.

c.  However, the greatness of Moses to the nation of Israel is nothing in comparison to the greatness, honor, and glory due to our Lord Jesus Christ from the royal family of God.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the creator of the nation of Israel by the creation of a new racial species through Abraham, the father of the Jewish race.


e.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the creator of the nation Israel by delivering them from the hand of Pharaoh.


f.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the creator of the nation of Israel by going before them in battle to defeat all the nations in the land of Israel.


g.  The Lord Jesus Christ did these things through His designated representative—Moses.


h.  But our Lord has done much more than this for the Church.



(1)  He is the Commander or Prince-Ruler of the Church.



(2)  He is the Savior of the Church.



(3)  He has made the Church His body and His bride.



(4)  He has put the Church in union with Himself.



(5)  He is the High Priest of the Church.



(6)  He has created a new spiritual species.


i.  Therefore, the eternal Son of God, who became the Son of Man and provided our so-great salvation, is considered by the Church to be worthy of far more glory, honor, reverence, respect, and recognition than Moses has or will ever receive.
2.  “inasmuch as the builder of the house has greater honor than it [the house].”

a.  The writer continues with the logical reason for this greater glory, honor, and recognition by means of a simple metaphor.

b.  The builder of a house has greater honor than the house which he builds.  Why?  Because the house cannot build itself.  It must have a designer and builder.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the designer and builder of both the house of Israel and the house of the Church.


d.  That God is a designer and builder is mentioned elsewhere in Hebrews.



(1)  Heb 3:4, “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.”



(2)  Heb 11:10, “for he [Abraham] was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”


e.  The idea that the Church is God’s house is taught in:



(1)  Eph 2:19-22, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”


(2)  1 Pet 2:4-9, “Come to Him, the living stone, on the one hand having been rejected by men but on the other hand the precious, excellent [stone] before God.  In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in the Scripture, ‘Behold, I will lay in Zion the precious, excellent cornerstone and he who believes in Him will never be disappointed.’  Therefore, honor belongs to those who believe in Him, but to unbelievers, ‘The Stone which the builders rejected, this One became the head of the corner.’  Also, ‘The stone that causes men to stumble and the rock which gives offense.’  Those who are disobedient are stumbling at this message; for this they were also appointed.  You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”

f.  The royal family of God is also called the house of God:



(1)  1 Pet 4:16, “But if [you suffer] as Christians [and you do], stop being ashamed, but glorify God because of this title.  For it is time to begin judgment with the family [house] of God.  And since with us first, what [will be] the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God?”


(2)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”

g.  The Lord Jesus Christ has greater honor, glory, and recognition than the house or nation of Israel, just as He has greater honor, glory, and recognition than the house or holy nation of the Church.

h.  The Lord Jesus Christ has greater honor, glory, and recognition than Moses, just as He has greater glory, honor, and recognition than any member of the Church.


i.  This is why Rom 11:36 says, “Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”
And Gal 1:5, “to Whom [Jesus Christ] belongs glory throughout eternity.  I believe it.”
And 1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”
And 2 Tim 4:18, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom; to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

And Heb 2:7b, ‘You have rewarded Him with glory and honor.’

And Heb 13:21, “working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

And 1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power forever, I believe it.”

And 2 Pet 3:18, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him the glory both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.”

And Jude 25, “to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, [belongs] glory, greatness, power and authority, before all the ages and now and throughout all the ages.  I believe it.”

And Rev 1:6, “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

j.  That Jesus Christ has eternal glory, honor, and recognition is mentioned in Scripture.



(1)  Mt 25:31, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.”



(2)  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”



(3)  Jn 17:5, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”


(4)  Jn 17:22, “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;”


(5)  Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”


(6)  1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”

j.  All glory and honor and recognition belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  Rev 4:11, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”


(2)  Rev 5:12, “saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.’”



(3)  Rev 5:13, “And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, ‘To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.’”



(4)  Rev 7:11-12, “And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.’”



(5)  Rev 19:1, “After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.”
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