Heb 3:18



- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “to whom” and referring to the reversionistic believers of the Exodus generation.  Then we have the continuative or additive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Moreover, Furthermore.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OMNUW, which means “to swear in the sense of making a solemn oath; confirm something for someone with an oath: ‘whom did he assure by an oath that they should not enter his rest?’ Heb 3:18.”
  It means “to make a solemn oath.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the past action as a fact in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of making a solemn oath or promise.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the future deponent middle infinitive from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to come or go into; to enter into.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will not happen.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, indicating that these reversionistic believers will not produce the action of receiving their escrow blessings for time.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result, which indicates what results from the action of the main verb (swearing with a solemn oath).  Not entering the Lord’s rest is the result of this solemn oath.
This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KATAPAUSIS, which means “a place of rest Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1, 3, 5, 10f.”
  With this we have the third person masculine singular possessive genitive intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a person pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to the Lord’s place of rest; that is, spiritual maturity.
“And to whom did He make a solemn oath that they would not enter His place of rest,”
 - is the conditional particle EI used with the negative MĒ, meaning literally “if not,” but is an idiom meaning “except.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle from the verb APEITHEW, which means “to those who were disobedient.”  The verb means to disobey, or be disobedient.

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “to those who.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the disobedience of these believers in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that the reversionistic believers of the Exodus generation produced the action of being disobedient to the authority and known will of the Lord Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.
“except to those who were disobedient?”
Heb 3:18 corrected translation
“And to whom did He make a solemn oath that they would not enter His place of rest, except to those who were disobedient?”
Explanation:
1.  “And to whom did He make a solemn oath that they would not enter His place of rest,”

a.  The writer continues with his fifth rhetorical question concerning the degenerate, faithless believers of the Exodus generation.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the One who made a solemn oath or promise that something would not happen.  He is the God of Israel and all of the promises made to Israel have been made by the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  All the promises of God are based upon His perfect righteousness, justice, grace, and love.  Our Lord still loved these reversionistic believers, and would deal with them in the graciousness of His divine discipline.  Therefore, He makes a promise demanded by His righteousness and executed by His justice.


d.  This promise is that these reversionistic believers would not enter into the place of rest, which He had promised them in the land of Canaan.


e.  Entering the land of Canaan meant receiving the physical, material rewards of the prosperity of ‘a land flowing with milk and honey’.  This is a metaphor for tremendous economic prosperity.


f.  Entering the land of Canaan also meant receiving the spiritual blessings and rewards of being able to worship God in freedom, learning the word of God without persecution, and living the spiritual life which God had provided for them.


g.  Therefore, there was both great material and spiritual blessings associated with entering into God’s place of rest.


h.  Entering God’s place of rest was the situation Adam had in the Garden of Eden prior to his fall.  It will be the situation of the Jewish believers of the Tribulation who enter into the millennial reign of Christ.  It is the situation of all mature believers of the Church Age, who receive escrow blessings for time.


i.  Our Lord had made many oaths or promises, and has kept every one of them.


(1)  Lk 1:70-75, “As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old ‘Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us; to show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.’”


(2)  Acts 2:29-31, “Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  And so, because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay.”


(3)  Rom 14:11, “For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall praise God [the Father]’.”


(4)  Heb 4:3, “For we who have believed [doctrinal teaching] enter that rest [spiritual maturity], just as He has said, ‘As I swore in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest,’ although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.”


(5)  Heb 6:13–17, “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply you.’  And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.  For men swear by one greater than themselves and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute.   In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath.”

j.  God made a solemn oath to mature believers like Abraham, Moses, and David that they would have both temporal and future blessings and rewards.  God also made a solemn oath to believers who rejected the promises of God that they would not receive any blessings in time.
2.  “except to those who were disobedient?”

a.  God has made a solemn promise to all reversionistic and degenerate believers who refuse to believe Him, His Word, and the teaching of His Word that they will never receive blessings in time or eternity.  They cannot and do not lose their eternal salvation, but they lose out on all the blessings over and above having a resurrection body, eternal life, and living forever in the new heavens or on the new earth.

b.  God made a solemn promise to those who were disobedient after salvation.  These men and women had already made the decision to believe in Christ for eternal salvation, but they rejected the spiritual life that God designed for them and His authority as their God.

c.  These believers were disobedient to the will of the Lord and the teaching of His delegated representative, Moses.

d.  The Lord makes this same promise to negative volition in 2 Tim 3:1-9, “Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.  For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, arrogant ones, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful ones, unholy ones, unfeeling ones without normal affection or capacity for love, implacable ones, malicious accusers, without self-control, brutal, haters of divine and moral good, traitors, thoughtless, having become puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to an external form of respect for God [the spiritual life] but having disregarded its power; in fact turn away from [avoid] these people.  Because from these [reversionists] are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [reversionistic believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.  Moreover, in the manner in which Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these [reversionistic evangelists] oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.  But they will not progress further, because their lack of understanding will be very evident to all, as also the lack of understanding of those [two (Jannes and Jambres)] became [quite evident].”

e.  Disobedience to the teaching of the word of God results in loss of spiritual and material blessing for time and eternity; that is, entering into God’s rest both in time and eternity.  God’s rest has two parts: one part in time and one part in eternity.  For the Church Age mature believer, we receive the additional blessing in time of enjoying the material rewards and blessing of our Lord’s millennial reign.  God’s “rest” includes blessings for both time and eternity.  The blessings for time are divided into two periods of time for the Church Age believer—the period of time we live on earth during the Church Age and the period of time we rule with Christ during His millennial reign.
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