Heb 3:15



- is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular article and present passive infinitive from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”  This construction [EN TWI + the infinitive] is common only to the writer of Luke, Acts, and Hebrews, which is another major indication that Luke wrote Hebrews.  “This use of the infinitive indicates a temporal relationship between its action and the action of the controlling verb.  The action of the infinitive of contemporaneous time occurs simultaneously with the action of the controlling verb.  Its structure is + the infinitive.  It should be translated while (for present infinitives) or as, when (for aorist infinitives) plus an appropriate finite verb.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on throughout the Church Age.


The passive voice indicates that the subject [“it” refers to the quote about to be mentioned again] receives the action of being spoken.

The infinitive is an infinitive of time.
“while it is being said,”
- is the adverb of time SĒMERON, which means “Today” as in Heb 1:5; 3:13; 5:5; 13:8.  This is followed by the third class conditional conjunction EAN, which means “if” and introduces an element of contingency; that is, something that may or may not happen depending upon the volition of the individual involved.  Then we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHWNĒ with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His voice” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: you hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action as in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form a conditional clause and indicate an element of probability, possibility, and indefiniteness.
“‘Today if you hear His voice,”
 - is the negative MĒ plus the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb SKLERUNW, which means “to harden in the sense to cause to be unyielding in resisting information, Heb 3:8, 15; 4:7.”
  Another Lexicon says it means ‘to make stubborn, to make obstinate.’

The aorist tense looks at the entire action of listening to the teaching of the word of God or learning the word of God without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that believers are not to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition with the negative, which is properly translated “Do not harden.”  “It is used to forbid the occurrence of an action.  Its force is equivalent to an imperative after MĒ hence, it should be translated Do not rather than You should not.”

Then we have the accusative feminine plural direct object from the article and noun KARDIA with the second person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “your hearts” and referring to that part of the human soul that processes and stores spiritual information when it is believed. This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the masculine singular article and noun PARAPIKRASMOS, which means “in the revolt, rebellion against God (referring to the story of the Exodus, e.g. Ex 15:23; 17:7; Num 14; 20:2–5) Heb 3:8, 15.”

“do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’”
Heb 3:15 corrected translation
“while it is being said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’”
Explanation:
1.  “while it is being said,”

a.  This statement completes the sentence begun in verse 14.  The entire sentence reads: “For we have become partners in association with Christ, as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end, while it is being said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’”

b.  When we take out the qualifying phrase “as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end,” we have the basic thought: “we have become partners in association with Christ, while it is being said, ‘Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’”  The root idea is: “Today do not harden your hearts.”

c.  We have become partners with Christ during a specific period of time, a specific period of human history—the Church Age, which is given the name “Today.”

d.  Throughout the Church Age the Scriptures continue to speak to believers and continue to say, “Do not harden your hearts.”
2.  “‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’”

a.  This is quoted again from Ps 95:7, and repeated from Heb 3:7.

b.  Again, the word “Today” is a reference to the Church Age, just as it was a reference to the Jewish Age when it was spoken by David in the Psalm.

c.  Hearing the voice of God the Holy Spirit is learning the word of God through the teaching by some man with a spiritual gift of communication.


d.  One of the main points of this epistle is the command “Do not harden your hearts.”  It is repeated three times in the letter: Heb 3:8, 15; 4:7.  The purpose of this letter is to prevent these believers from entering into Christian degeneracy and reversionism through negative volition to the teaching of the word of God.  This theme will be repeated in many ways in different statements, such as:


(1)  Heb 4:1, “Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.”


(2)  Heb 4:11, “Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.”


(3)  Heb 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.”


(4)  Heb 5:11-12, “Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”


(5)  Heb 6:1, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,”


(6)  Heb 6:11-12, “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”


(7)  Heb 10:23-25, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”


(8)  Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”


(9)  Heb 12:25, “See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking.  For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.”

e.  The Jewish believers of the Exodus generation had hardened their hearts against the word of God for forty years, just as there were now Jewish and Gentile believers who were hardening their hearts against the teaching of the word of God.  The writer warns constantly against this danger, because it ruins the spiritual life of the believer.


f.  We must hear the voice of God every day, and we must not harden our hearts against what we hear.  To do so is to ignore the warning of Heb 10:28-31, “Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  [We insult God the Holy Spirit by our negative volition to doctrine.] For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’  And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
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