Heb 3:14



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving the reason why we are to comfort and encourage each other every day.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural subject from the adjective METOCHOS, which means “partners, sharers, companions” as in Heb 3:1.  With this we have the genitive of association from the masculine singular definite article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in association with Christ.”  Then we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.  This aspect of completion is brought out in translation by the addition of the auxiliary verb “have: we have become.”

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of becoming partners with Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“For we have become partners in association with Christ,”
 - is the intensive use of the conditional conjunction EANPER as we had in verse six (see the explanation there), which refers to still another fact as in Heb 6:3, which says in context “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, …And this we will do, [not if God permits, but] since God permits.”  Here as in Heb 3:6 and Heb 6:3, it is used with reference to another fact.  The previous fact is that we have become partners in association with Christ.  The additional fact is that we firmly hold fast our basis for confidence until the end.  According to Liddell and Scott’s Lexicon (meaning VI), EAN can be used “in citing a fact as a ground of argument or appeal, meaning: as surely as, since.”  Therefore, the translation “if” and the idea of a conditional clause is completely wrong here.  The word should be translated by the word “since, or as surely as,” in citing another fact as a ground of the argument or appeal.

This is followed by double accusative of the object-complement.  First we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular direct object from the definite article and noun ARCHĒ, which means “the beginning, the original, the first.”  With this we have the attributed genitive feminine singular from the definite article and noun HUPOSTASIS, which means “(1) the substantial nature, essence, actual being, reality realization; (2) of commitment to professed obligation Heb 3:14, familiar in commercial usage of the term, an association that is invited by use of  a standard term for a business partner.”
  In the attributed genitive, the head noun ARCHĒ functions as an adjective modifying the noun in the genitive HUPOSTASIS; thus the translation “the original obligation.”

Then we have the preposition MECHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular noun TELOS, meaning “until the end.”  This is followed by the accusative complement of the double accusative from the feminine singular direct object from the adjective BEBAIOS, which means “reliable, unshifting, firm, unwavering, constant, steadfast; hold firm the original commitment Heb 3:14.”
  The word firm does not modify the verb to hold fast as an adverb modifying the verb by indicating the manner in which the holding takes place, that is, firmly.  But rather as the accusative complement of the double accusative modifies the previous accusative direct object “the original obligation,” indicating what kind of original obligation we have from God.  Wallace’s Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, says that “one should normally translate the construction with “as.”


Finally, we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATECHW, which means “to hold fast” as we had previously in Heb 3:6.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at our salvation and eternal security in its entirety and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of holding fast the original commitment from God of partnership with Christ as firm.


The subjunctive mood is used with EANPER to form an emphatic positive statement, just as the subjunctive mood is used in emphatic negation.  That is, just as the aorist subjunctive is used with the double negative OU MĒ to strongly deny that something will happen, so the aorist subjunctive is used here with EANPER and no negative to strongly affirm that something will happen.
“as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end,”
Heb 3:14 corrected translation
“For we have become partners in association with Christ, as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end,”
Explanation:
1.  “For we have become partners in association with Christ,”

a.  The writer continues by giving the reason why we are to comfort and encourage each other every day.  We are to comfort and encourage each other because we have become partners or companions in association with Christ.

b.  A business metaphor is used here to teach the analogy of our unique relationship with Christ as Church Age believers.  The metaphor describes us as business partners with Christ.  This partnership continues as long as the original business contract remains in effect, and it remains in effect throughout our spiritual life on earth.



(1)  The word METOCHOS is used in Lk 5:7 of business partners in the fishing business, “so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink.”


(2)  METOCHOS was used in reference to the elect angels in Heb 1:9, “You [the Incarnate Christ] have loved righteousness and have hated lawlessness; therefore, God [the Father], Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultation rather than Your companions [the angels].’”


(3)  METOCHOS was used in Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling,”



(4)  We will see it again in Heb 6:4, “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,” and Heb 12:8, “But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”


c.  Church Age believers have become partners with Christ in His business of dealing with the fallen angels.

d.  We also have a part in Christ by being in union with Him and by being indwelt by Him, Jn 13:8, “Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.’”


e.  We participate in Christ and His work by partaking of the Holy Spirit through indwelling and filling.


f.  “Believers share together vertically in and with Christ…


(1)  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(2)  Eph 2:19–22, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”


(3)  1 Jn 1:3, “Furthermore, our fellowship [is] also with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”

…and this has implications for the horizontal relationship [of believers with each other]:



(1)  Jn 13:14, “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”



(2)  1 Jn 1:7, “But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”


g.  “Likewise believers partake together of the Holy Spirit (Heb 6:4).  This is probably the meaning of ‘the fellowship of the Spirit’ in Phil 2:1 [“Therefore, …if there is any fellowship (association, partnership) with the Spirit and there is,”] and 2 Cor 13:14, [“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit [is] with all of you.”]. The corporate reception of the Spirit by believers is obviously related (Gal 3:2 [“I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?”], Gal 3:5 [“Therefore, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] who supplies the Spirit to you…”] Acts 1:5; 2:4).  Compare 1 Cor 12:13 [“For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”] with 1 Cor 10:4 [“and all drank the same spiritual drink; for they kept on drinking from the spiritual rock which followed; now the rock was Christ.”] implying an identity between drinking of Christ and drinking of the Spirit.”


h.  The point ISBE (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) is trying to make is that we have a relationship with Christ.  All Church Age believers share in Christ.  We are all in union with Him.  We are all a part of Him.  We all have fellowship with Him.  We are all in partnership with Him.  The manifestation of this union, this fellowship, this partnership with Christ is the indwelling, filling, and fellowship we have with God the Holy Spirit.


i.  The uniqueness of our partnership with Christ is manifest in the spiritual gifts provided by the Spirit.


j.  We became partners with Christ the moment we believed in Him for eternal salvation.


k.  We are now partners with Christ for the purpose of putting Satan out of business in His appeal trial.  We are partners with Christ in our testimony against Satan.
2.  “as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end,”

a.  Translators have mistranslated this verse in every version of the Bible I could find, which leads me to believe that there is a definite satanic attack on this verse in Scripture.


b.  Legalism has grabbed the conditional idea within EANPER and claimed that this verse teaches that a believer can lose their eternal salvation if they do not hold fast their original commitment to Christ as firm until the end.


c.  The problem with that argument is that we don’t make a commitment to Christ.  He makes a commitment to us!

d.  It is God’s promise to us of eternal life (Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”).  It is not our promise to God that we will continue to believe in Him.


e.  God does not demand that we continue to believe in Him for eternal life.  God demands that we believe in Christ once and He will give us eternal life.


f.  The statement made in this verse is a verification of the original commitment made by God to us.


g.  God made an original commitment to us at the moment we believed in Christ that we belonged to Him and nothing and no one would separate us from His love, Rom 8:38-39, “Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God [the Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  This is God’s love for us, not our commitment to Him.


h.  We hold fast the original commitment of God to us, because God is the one doing the holding for us—“no one will snatch them out of My hand.”


i.  This commitment continues until the end of life, when we will be absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.


j.  This commitment continues until the end of human history and the millennial reign of Christ.

k.  This commitment continues right into the end of all creature history and into the eternal state.


l.  As surely as we have believed in Christ, so God will keep His commitment to us.

m.  As surely as we have an eternal commitment from God, so we have become partners with Christ.


n.  There is no such thing as loss of eternal salvation.  Once saved always saved.  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast [KATECHW] the unwavering acknowledgment [HOMOLOGIA] of our confident expectation [ELPIS = confident expectation of eternal salvation], for He who promised is faithful.”  It is God who is faithful to us.  He does not require us to be faithful to Him for eternal salvation, 2 Tim 2:13, “If (let us assume this to be true for the sake of argument) we are unfaithful [reversionistic], that One remains faithful, for He is not able to disown Himself.”

o.  Satan desperately wants us to believe we can lose our salvation.  Why? So that we will produce lots of dead works or human good, which supports his plan, will, and purpose for us rather than God’s.


p.  Satan has everything to gain by us believing that we can lose our eternal salvation; for then we will live a lifestyle of fear.  However, Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”
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