Heb 3:13



- is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage/comfort.”

The present tense is a customary present, which describes the action as what is reasonably expected to occur throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all believers are to produce the action.

The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative masculine second person plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOS, used as a “marker of reciprocal relationship, for the reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, translated: each other, one another Mk 10:26; Jn 12:19; forgive one another Eph 4:32; Col 3:13; admonish one another Col 3:16; live in peace with one another 1 Thes 5:13; love one another 1 Pet 4:9.”
  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the feminine singular adjective HEKASTOS and the noun HĒMERA, which means “daily, every day Mt 26:55; Mk 14:49; Lk 11:3; 16:19; 19:47; 22:53; Acts 2:46f; 3:2; 16:5; 17:7, 11; 19:9; 1 Cor 15:31; 2 Cor 11:28; Heb 3:13; 7:27; 10:11.”

“But encourage [and comfort] one another every day,”
- is the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “as long as it is still called ‘today’ [with the idea] as long as ‘today’ lasts 
 Heb 3:13.”
  Then we have the nominative neuter singular of appellation from the definite article and adverb SĒMERON, which is made a proper noun by the definite article, meaning “Today.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb 
KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that the current period of human history, that is, the dispensation of the Church, receives the action of being called “Today.”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“as long as it is called ‘Today’,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a  purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb SKLĒRUNW, which means “to harden; but in biblical literature is only used in a figurative sense: to cause to be unyielding in resisting information Heb 3:8, 15; 4:7; in the passive voice to be or become hardened Acts 19:9; Heb 3:13.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that believers can become hardened or unyielding in resisting divine information.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone.”  With this we have the preposition EK plus the partitive ablative (or genitive of the whole) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”
“in order that someone from you not become hardened”

- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun APATĒ, which means “deception, deceitfulness, seduction, pleasure.”
  With this we have the genitive of production (translated “produced by”) from the feminine singular from the definite article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “of sin” and refers to the sin nature, as described by Paul in Rom 7:11, “For the sin nature…deceived me.”
“by means of the deceitfulness produced by the sin nature.”
Heb 3:13 corrected translation
“But encourage [and comfort] one another every day, as long as it is called ‘Today’, in order that someone from you not become hardened by the deceitfulness produced by the sin nature.”
Explanation:
1.  “But encourage [and comfort] one another every day,”

a.  In contrast to withdrawing from the living God in a state of Christian degeneracy, we are expected to encourage and comfort one another every day.

b.  There are many ways that we can execute this command.


(1)  By our continued positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God.



(2)  By our forgiveness of others.



(3)  By our verbal encouragement of others.



(4)  By our verbal comfort of others through doctrinal principles and the simple comfort of our presence with others.


c.  Other Scriptures which convey the same thought are found in:



(1)  Rom 12:6-8, “And since we have different gifts according to the grace given to us, if the spiritual gift of prophecy, [then prophecy] in agreement with the doctrine, if service, [then serve] in the sphere of the gift of service, if teaching, [then teach] in the sphere of the gift of teaching, if comforting and encouraging, [then comfort and encourage] in the gift of comforting and encouraging; he who shares, with genuine generosity; he who manages administration, with diligence; he who performs acts of mercy, with graciousness.”  Notice that there is a spiritual gift of comfort and encouragement to others.



(2)  1 Cor 14:3, “But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”  1 Cor 14:31, “Therefore everyone [with a spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation] can proclaim divine revelation one by one, so that everyone may learn and everyone may be encouraged.”  The communicator of doctrine has a spiritual gift of bringing comfort and encourage to the believers whom he teaches.



(3)  2 Cor 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort, who [God the Father] comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”



(4)  2 Cor 2:6-7, “This punishment by the rest [of the congregation] [is] sufficient for such a person, so that on the other hand instead you should forgive and comfort, lest such a person might be overwhelmed by excessive grief [sorrow, affliction].”



(5)  Eph 6:21-22, “Now in order that you may also know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you, whom I have sent to you for this very same purpose, in order that you may learn of our situation and that he may encourage and comfort your hearts.”


(6)  Phil 2:1-2, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if there is any comfort from love [and there is], if there is any fellowship (association, partnership) with the Spirit [and there is], if there is any affections (emotional response to doctrine) and mercies [and there are], bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”



(7)  1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”



(8)  1 Thes 5:9-11, “for God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died as a substitute for us, in order that whether we are awake or asleep we shall live together with Him.  For this reason comfort one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.”



(9)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”



(10)  2 Tim 4:2, “make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word; make it a priority to be ready and persistent when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; publicly correct, rebuke, encourage [comfort] by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”



(11)  Phlm 7, “For you see I have begun to have great happiness and encouragement [comfort] on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”



(12)  Rom 1:12, “But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”



(13)  Rom 15:4, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.  Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking [Bible doctrine] among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus.”



(14)  2 Cor 7:6-7, “But God, who encourages the discouraged, encouraged us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the encouragement with which he was encouraged because of you, reporting to us your longing, your mourning, your enthusiasm for me, so that I rejoiced even more.”

2.  “as long as it is called ‘Today’,”

a.  How long are we expected to provide this comfort and encouragement to others?  We are to do so as long as the Church Age continues.

b.  We are to encourage and comfort one another as long as every day is called “today.”

c.  We are to live one day at a time, and each and every day is an opportunity to provide comfort and encouragement to others by something we do.  It can be by something we say, or by them observing something we do, but each day is an opportunity for the encouragement of other believers.


d.  ‘Today’ is the new dispensation of the Church.  ‘Yesterday’ was the Jewish Age and is past history.  What God expects of us, He expects today—right now.


e.  Another good translation of this idiomatic expression is as long as ‘today’ lasts.  We are to comfort and encourage one another as long as today lasts, that is, for the rest of our lives, for the rest of the Church Age, until the God of all comfort and encouragement brings us home.
3.  “in order that someone from you not become hardened”

a.  There is a definite purpose in comforting and encouraging one another—in order that not a single person becomes hardened with negative volition to doctrine and turns back to perpetual carnality.

b.  The verb used here in Greek means to cause to be unyielding in resisting information.  This describes a believer who rejects doctrine and then becomes implacable in their rejection of doctrine.

c.  This describes a believer who resists and rejects the teaching of the Word of God and becomes hardened in their rejection.


d.  The purpose of comfort and encouragement of others is to prevent this hardening from taking place.


e.  We are commanded to forgive one another so that hardening does not take place.


(1)  2 Cor 2:5-11, “But if a certain person has offended [and he has], he has not offended me (at least in part), so that I might not burden all of you.  This punishment by the rest [of the congregation] [is] sufficient for such a person, so that on the other hand instead you should forgive and comfort, lest such a person might be overwhelmed by excessive grief [sorrow, affliction].  Therefore I urge you to decide in favor of virtue-love for him.  For precisely this reason I wrote, so that I might find out about your character, if you are obedient in all respects.  However, to the one whom you forgive anything, I also.  Because what I have in fact forgiven (if I have forgiven anything, and I have), [it was] because of you in the presence of Christ, in order that we might not be taken advantage of by Satan; for we are definitely not ignorant of his plots.”



(2)  Eph 4:32, “But become toward one another kind, compassionate by forgiving each other, just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”


(3)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint [maybe they will and maybe they won’t]; just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”


f.  Our lack of grace forgiveness becomes a stumbling block for others that could cause them to become hardened to the teaching of doctrine.  Why should they listen to doctrine, when our positive volition makes us nothing but an unforgiving, hateful, and vindictive person?  They have a good argument, but no excuse for going negative.


g.  Another problem being taught here is the principle of setting a wrong example.  Certain weak believers will follow other weak believers, who appear to weak believer number one to be strong believers.  Some weak believers will follow the example of other weak believers in withdrawing from the living God in a state of Christian degeneracy.  Rather than permitting this to happen we are to always be an encouragement to others to stick with doctrine even if we don’t.  In effect, this verse becomes a warning to those who do withdraw from the living God not to drag others along with them.


h.  Becoming hardened is a description of hardness of heart, scar tissue of the soul, locked-in negative volition to doctrine, and the reverse process reversionism of Christian degeneracy.  This hardening is described in the case of Jewish unbelievers in Rom 11:7-8, “What, then, are we to conclude?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this [salvation] it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it, however the rest [Jewish unbelievers] were hardened.  Just as it stands written, ‘God [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.” And 2 Cor 3:14-15, “But their minds were hardened.  For until this day the same veil remains on the occasion of the public reading of the old covenant, not being unveiled, because it is removed by Christ.  In fact until this very day, whenever Moses is read publicly, a veil lies over their heart.”  The believer in reversionism exhibits the same attitude of hardening as the stiff-necked Jewish rejection of Christ.

4.  “by the deceitfulness produced by the sin nature.”

a.  Finally, we are told what produces the hardening in the person with negative volition—the sin nature.

b.  The sin nature is our natural desire to do what we want instead of what God wants.

c.  We tell ourselves that we want to do thus and such.  Thus and such is a sin, a violation of the will of God whether we know it (a known sin) or not (an unknown sin).


d.  We do what we want and sin against God.


e.  We have to justify what we want to do when it is a known sin.  So we deceive ourselves by telling ourselves that it is okay to do what we want, because: (1) we are not hurting anyone; (2) God doesn’t really care; (3) God won’t notice; (4) others won’t care; (5) committing the sin is so much fun we are willing to suffer any consequences, because the discipline can’t possibly hurt as much as the pleasure derived from the sin; (6) we are free to do what we want and if God lets us do it then it must be alright to do.  There are many more excuses or rationalizations, and we all know which ones we use on ourselves.

f.  Therefore, we enter into a state of self-deception and do what we want.  Then after committing the sin we enter into a state of self-justification for why we sinned.


g.  God is going to discipline us and does so.  We resent it and react to it in bitterness and anger, often saying, “Why is God doing this to me, or letting this happen to me?”


h.  We get mad at God and decide to ‘get back at Him’ by withdrawing from Him as if we could hurt His feelings by our withdrawal.


i.  We continue in this state of reaction, withdrawal, and hardening, all the while blaming God for being God and not taking responsibility for doing what we wanted to do and ignoring Him.


j.  The sin nature has thoroughly and completely deceived us and guided us into a state of thinking in which it can now do whatever it wants in complete freedom from the will of God, which is the state of perpetual carnality and Christian degeneracy.  Satan has achieved his objective through the function of our sin nature and we are testifying on his behalf before the Supreme Court of Heaven.


k.  The deceitfulness of the sin nature is thoroughly described by Paul in Rom 7.



(1)  Rom 7:8, “Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every category of lust.”



(2)  Rom 7:18-23, “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me, that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!  For the intrinsic good which I will (purpose, desire) I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.  Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living in me sin nature.  Consequently, I discover this principle in my desiring to do the honorable thing, that evil is present and ready in me.  For I delight in the law from God [Bible doctrine] in relation to the inner man, but I see a different principle in my members (physical body), being at war against the principle of my mind, and so making me a prisoner to the rule of the sin nature, which is in my members (physical body).”



(3)  Gal 6:7, “Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For he who sows because of his own flesh [sin nature] will reap destruction from the flesh [the sin nature].”



(4)  Jam 1:14-16, “But each one is tempted by his own lust, being dragged away and being enticed.  Then lust, having become pregnant, gives birth to sin; and sin, having been completed, gives birth to death.  Stop being deceived, my beloved brethren.”
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