Heb 3:11



- is the conjunction HWS, used as a “marker of result in connection with indication of purpose, equivalent to HWSTE, meaning so that Heb 3:11; 4:3.”

Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OMNUW, which means “to swear” to do something, that is, “to make a solemn declaration” that you will do something.


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the entirety of our Lord making a solemn declaration to the Jewish reversionists of the Exodus generation, and regards the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative feminine singular from the definite article and noun ORGĒ with the first person singular possessive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in My anger, wrath, indignation, judgment.”  The idea here is God acting in indignation and judgment, but from human frame of reference it appears to us as anger or wrath.  There are two possible ideas for the dative here.  It can be either (1) a locative of sphere, giving the idea that God made a solemn declaration within the context of His judgment, (2) an instrumental of cause, giving the idea that God made a solemn declaration because of His judgment.  Both ideas are theologically correct.  Therefore, the statement in My anger/wrath/indignation/judgment could be unpacked either way.
“so that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath [indignation/judgment],”

 - is the conditional particle EI, which often means “if” in conditional sentences, but is also used as a “marker of strong or solemn assertion in oaths, amounting to a strong negation certainly not: they shall certainly not enter Heb 3:11; 4:3, 5.”
  With this we have the third person plural future deponent indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into an event or state Mt 5:20; 7:21; 19:24; Mk 9:47; 10:15, 23ff; Lk 18:17, 25; Jam 3:5; enter into rest Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1, 3, 5f, 10f.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will or will not take place.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, the reversionistic believers of the Exodus generation would not produce the action of entering into the Promised Land of blessing and prosperity for Israel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular definite article and noun KATAPAUSIS, with the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My place of rest Heb 3:11, 18; 4:1, 3, 5, 10f.”

“‘They shall not enter into My place of rest.’”

Heb 3:11 corrected translation
“so that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath [indignation/judgment], ‘They shall not enter into My place of rest.’”
Explanation:
1.  “so that I made a solemn declaration in My wrath [indignation/judgment],”

a.  This is a reference to Ps 95:11 (“Therefore I swore in My anger, Truly they shall not enter into My rest.”) quoted directly from Ps 94:11 of the Septuagint.


b.  The wrath of God is a human metaphor for the righteous indignation of God against sin and the resultant punishment of that sin by His justice.


c.  Wrath and anger are often irrational, and God is never irrational.  His indignation is rational and His judgments are rational.


d.  Based upon the perpetual carnality of the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation, God made a solemn declaration of judgment against them.


e.  This was not a warning, but a final judgment.  These believers had received plenty of warnings and ignored them.  They had used up all their chances with God.  They had come to the point of locked-in negative volition and perpetual carnality and were not going to change their minds and recover.  They did not want to recover.


f.  Therefore, faced with the continuing and constant nature of their rebellion against the Lord and His designated representative Moses, Jesus Christ made a final judgment against them that would not be overturned or reversed.


g.  This judgment was a final judgment, an irreversible judgment, and the fact that the Lord says that He made this declaration “in My wrath” is really a declaration of the finality and irreversibility of that judgment.


h.  This is a statement of the immutability of this decision.  Jesus Christ considered all the facts in the case of these reversionists and understood that they were not going to change.  They were going to continue to reject the will of God, plan of God, and authority of God.  Therefore, our Lord made a decision and declaration that He was not going to change either.

2.  “‘They shall not enter into My place of rest.’”

a.  The judgment against the Jews was that they would never receive their escrow blessings for time.


b.  These Jewish believers had blessings held on deposit by the Lord Jesus Christ, waiting to be given to them in abundance, just as there are blessings held on deposit by Him for us.


c.  By entering into a state of perpetual carnality and refusing to change their minds about doing what they wanted instead of doing what the Lord wanted, there was no way that the Lord could possibly give these blessings to them.


d.  All of these escrow blessings for time were connected with entering the land of Canaan, where they would have complete material prosperity, complete freedom, complete peace from their enemies, and the complete opportunity to live their spiritual life and be blessed constantly by the Lord.


e.  Entering into the Lord’s place of rest is entering into the plan, purpose, will, and prosperity, which He has designed for the mature believer.  These believers completely rejected the authority of God and refused to obey Him.  Therefore, they would never be spiritually mature.


f.  The mature believers of human history will ultimately enter into our Lord’s rest in His millennial kingdom.


g.  All believers of human history will ultimately enter into the Lord’s rest of the eternal state.


h.  But the Lord’s rest that was promised to these believers was a special place of blessing and prosperity associated with entering into the Land, which Jesus Christ had promised to Abraham long ago.


i.  The Lord’s rest is developed in the context of what follows in Heb 3:12-4:12:

3:12, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.”  [This is negative volition to the teaching of Bible doctrine.  This is not loss of salvation. It is entering into a state of perpetual carnality like the Jewish believers.]

3:13, “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”  [‘Today’ is the Church Age.  Hardened by the deceitfulness of sin is scar tissue of the soul, hardness of heart, that is, reversionism.]

3:14, “For we have become partakers of Christ, since we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,” [Notice this passage is addressed to believers.]

3:15, “while it is said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.’”

3:16, “For who provoked Him when they had heard?  Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?”  [And those who came out were all believers.]

3:17, “And with whom was He angry for forty years?  Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?”

3:18, “And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?”  [That is, believers who were disobedient = reversionists.]

3:19, “So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.”  [Not unbelief in Christ, but unbelief in the teaching of doctrine, which led to their disobedience through sin and rejection of His authority.]

4:1, “Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.”  [The believers to whom the author writes still have a chance of reaching maturity and entering into the spiritual rest of spiritual maturity and escrow blessing of time.]

4:2, “For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.”  [Notice the good news of the gospel and Bible doctrine has already been proclaimed to us = they are already believers; ‘just as they also’ = they were also believers; But because of negative volition, they did not mix the doctrine with their positive volition.]

4:3, “For we who have believed [the teaching of Bible doctrine] enter that rest [spiritual maturity], just as He has said, ‘As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest,’ although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.”

4:4, “For He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’;”

4:5, “and again in this passage ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ [spiritual maturity with its escrow blessings]”

4:6, “Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it [there are always a remnant of mature believers], and those who formerly had good news [Bible doctrine] preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience [negative volition],”

4:7, “He again fixes a certain day, ‘Today,’ [the Church Age] saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, ‘Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.’”

4:8, “For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that.”

4:9, “So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.”  [This is the future rest of the millennium and eternal state.]

4:10, “For the one who has entered His rest [spiritual maturity] has himself also rested from his works [grace orientation], as God did from His.”

4:11, “Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest [spiritual maturity], so that no one will fall [reversionism], through following the same example of disobedience [rejection of the authority of the teaching of God].”

4:12, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  [The importance of the teaching of Bible doctrine for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.]
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