Heb 3:1



- is the adverb HOTHEN, which literally means “from which” is used as an indicator “of the basis for an action or procedure, translated: for which reason; and at the beginning of a clause means therefore, or hence as in Heb 2:17.  Then we have the nominative for vocative (also called the nominative of address) from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brothers” or “brethren” followed by the masculine plural adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy.”
“Therefore, holy brethren,”
- is the objective genitive feminine singular from the noun KLĒSIS, meaning “an invitation to experience of special privilege and responsibility, translated: call, calling, invitation.”
  With this we have feminine singular adjective EPOURANIOS, which, when used as an adjective, means “heavenly.”  Then we have the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine plural adjective METOCHOS, which is used as a substantive here and means “sharers, partners, participants, or companions Heb 3:1; in the Lord’s discipline 12:8; in the Holy Spirit Heb 6:4.”

“partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling,”
- is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb KATAVOEW, which means “to look at in a reflective manner, consider carefully, contemplate; pay attention to Lk 12:27; 12:24; Rom 4:19; Acts 7:31f; 11:6; Jam 1:23-24; to think about carefully, envisage, think about, or notice.”
  It means “to give very careful consideration to some matter—‘to think about very carefully, to consider closely.’”


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which regards an action that is thought of as an action that should take place throughout one’s entire spiritual life, but emphasizes the entrance into or beginning of taking that action.  The writer is telling the readers to begin to consider and think about Jesus.  They need to start being occupied with Christ.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom this letter is written are commanded to produce the action of considering, contemplating, paying attention to, and thinking about the Lord Jesus Christ.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the double accusative of the object and complement.  The accusative masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS=“Jesus” at the end of the phrase is the accusative direct object.  The rest of the phrase which describes our Lord as ‘the commander and high priest of our confession’ is the object-complement.  The other accusative-complement predicates something about the direct object.  Here it predicates that fact that Jesus is our commander and high priest.  The object-complement is made up of the accusative masculine singular definite article and noun APOSTOLOS, which means “commander” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine singular noun APRCHIEREUS, which means “high priest” (notice the Granville-Sharp construction of one definite article governing two nouns connected by KAI, and thus describing two aspects of the single person).  With this we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the noun HOMOLOGIA, which means “statement of allegiance, as content of an action: confession, acknowledgment that one makes, profession: the high priest of (whom) our confession (speaks) Heb 3:1; hold fast (to) the confession 4:14; hold fast the confession of hope without wavering 10:23; 1 Tim 6:12, [‘and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses’]; 1 Tim 6:13, [‘and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate’].”
  With this we have the first person possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  The problem with the genitive phrase ‘the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement’ is that it is semantically packed, and must be unpacked to be understood.  When unpacked the phrase actually says, ‘the Commander and High Priest whom we acknowledge.’  This is called a verbal genitive by Young’s Intermediate NT Greek Grammar, pages 31f.
“consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge];”

Heb 3:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement;”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, holy brethren,”

a.  The writer now comes to a conclusion based on everything he has said thus far in his letter.

b.  But prior to stating his conclusion he addresses his readers in a unique combination of words that is found no where else in Scripture.  He calls us “holy brethren.”

c.  Believers are said to be “holy” or “saints” in:



(1)  Rom 11:16, “Moreover, if the first fruits [Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob] are holy [and they are], the lump [OT believers] is also; and if the root [Jesus Christ] is holy [and it is], the branches [believers of Church Age] are also [holy].”



(2)  Eph 3:5, “which [mystery doctrine] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit,”


(3)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”



(4)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(5)  Rom 1:7, “to all those who live in Rome beloved by God, called saints, grace belongs to you and prosperity from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


(6)  Rom 8:27, “Moreover He [God the Father] who keeps on searching the hearts knows what the thinking of the Spirit is, so that according to God’s will He makes intercession in behalf of the saints.”



(7)  Rom 12:13a, “with reference to the needs of the saints, be sharing;”



(8)  Rom 15:25-26, “But now I go to Jerusalem, helping the saints.  For Macedonia and Achaia have decided with pleasure to make a considerable contribution for the poor of the saints in Jerusalem.”



(9)  Rom 16:2, “that you welcome her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you stand by to help her in whatever matter she might have need of you; for she herself has also been of great assistance to many, even of me myself.”



(10)  Rom 16:15, “Give my regards to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympus, and all the saints associated with them.”



(11)  1 Cor 1:2, “to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, to those appointed saints, together with all those who call upon the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their (Lord) and ours.”



(12)  1 Cor 6:2, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you [and it will], are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”


d.  Believers are called “brethren” in many passages as well.



(1)  Rom 1:13, “Moreover I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that many times I have planned to come to you (and yet I was prevented until now), in order that I might have considerable production also among you, just as also among the other Gentiles.”



(2)  Rom 7:1, “Or are you ignorant, brethren (surely I am communicating to those who know the Law) that the Law rules over mankind for as long a time as he lives?


(3)  Rom 8:29, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”



(4)  1 Cor 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another, and that there be no divisions (fragmentations, schisms) among you, but that you may be mended by means of the same mind (doctrinal thinking) and by means of the same opinion (toward doctrine).”



(5)  1 Cor 15:1, “Now I made known to you, brethren, the gospel which I myself proclaimed to you, which you also accepted, because of which you truly stand firm,”



(6)  1 Cor 16:20, “All the brethren greet you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.”


e.  The purpose of this address is to remind these believers that they have been set apart by God for special service to Him as fellow-believers and joint-heirs with Christ.  In other words, we are all in this together as a part of God’s plan, which is the purpose of the next statement.

2.  “partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling,”

a.  The writer continues his address to these believers by giving them another title or description.  They are all partners, sharers, and companions in the invitation from God to believe in Christ.

b.  The emphasis here is on the unity of believers as partners with Christ (being in union with Him) and with each other in the execution of God’s plan and testimony against Satan.

c.  Just as we share in blood and flesh with our Lord, so we share in His sufferings, His death, His resurrection, His inheritance, His eternal life, etc.


d.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit invited us to believe in Christ when the gospel was made a reality to us in common grace.  God extended the invitation for us to come to the party, to join the battle, to enter the race, and to fight the fight.  We accepted the invitation when we believed in Christ.


e.  The nature of God’s calling is described in various ways in the New Testament.



(1)  The calling of God will not be revoked, Rom 11:29, “For the grace benefits and invitation from God [are] irrevocable.”



(2)  The invitation comes from God in heaven, Phil 3:14, “I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”


(3)  It is an invitation to a holy position [being in union with Christ], 2 Tim 1:9, “the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,”



(4)  We are to live lives worthy or our calling, Eph 4:1, “Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty], for the purpose of which you have been called,”


(5)  God makes us worthy of His calling, 2 Thes 1:11, “To this end also we keep on praying concerning you, in order that our God may make you worthy of His calling and fulfill every desire for goodness and the production of doctrine by means of power,”



(6)  God invited us to be saved for the purpose of gaining the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Thes 2:13-14, “Now we are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, loved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation by means of the sanctification from the Spirit and belief in the truth [Bible doctrine], for which purpose He called you through our gospel to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(7)  We are exhorted to make our calling or position in Christ a reality, 2 Pet 1:10, “Therefore, brethren, be even more eager to make your position and election a reality; for by doing these things you will absolutely never be ruined.”



(8)  The “called” are on the side of Jesus Christ in the angelic conflict, Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”



(9)  The called ones were predestined by God, Rom 8:30, “And whom He foreordained [predestinated], these He also called [elected].  And whom He called these He also justified.  And whom He justified, these He also glorified.”



(10)  1 Pet 2:21, “For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps,”



(11)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”


f.  Our calling or invitation was the invitation to believe in Christ.  This call or invitation came from God in heaven.  All members of the royal family are companions and sharers in this call or invitation.
3.  “carefully consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge];”

a.  The writer now gives his first great exhortation in this letter.  He exhorts us to carefully consider Jesus.  The verb means to sit down and really think about our Lord.  It means to contemplate His person, His work, His purpose, and His reason for becoming a man and living among us, being raised from the dead and being seated at the right side of the Father.

b.  We are commanded to think about our Lord.  This is a command to begin to become occupied with Christ.

c.  Carefully considering the person and work of Christ means to stop thinking about yourself and seriously consider what the human life of Jesus was about, why it was necessary, what it accomplished, and where it fits in the ‘big picture’ of God’s eternal plan.


d.  The writer demands that we go beyond the surface understanding of the life of Christ and see the real importance of His spiritual death as our High Priest and His new position as the Commander of the royal family of God.


e.  The title ‘Jesus’ is important because it emphasizes the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union.  We are not to carefully consider His deity, which has already been proved beyond question in the previous two chapters of this letter, but to carefully consider His human nature, human life, and His functions for us now in His humanity.


f.  Jesus Christ, in His humanity, is our Commander.  Not only was He the One sent by God the Father to affect our so great salvation, but He is now the Commander of the royal family of God.


g.  We are not being exhorted to consider the fact He was sent in the past to us, but to carefully consider His position now at the right hand of the Father.  He is our Commander.  This is a title given no where else in Scripture, but certainly described in His royal title “King of kings and Lord of lords.”


h.  The humanity of Christ is also called here our High Priest.  Only a human being can be a priest.  Our Lord had to become a true human being to be a priest and represent us before God the Father in heaven.


i.  As we have seen previously, the High Priesthood of our Lord did not begin until He offered Himself on the Cross as a sacrifice for us.  We know that He was a high priest for us before He left this earth because of the statement in Heb 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.”  He was a high priest before He passed through the stellar universe to the third heaven.

j.  The phrase “the High Priest of our acknowledgement” really means “the High Priest whom we acknowledge.”  In other words, Jesus Christ is the person whom we acknowledge as our High Priest.  He is the one whom we acknowledge as the Messiah.  He is the one whom we acknowledge as our Savior.  He is the one whom we acknowledge as the Son of God and Son of Man.

k.  This confession or acknowledgement of Jesus Christ is our public confession before others that we have put our faith, trust, and confidence in Him for eternal salvation.  It is mentioned in:


(1)  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast the confession of our confidence without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”



(2)  2 Cor 9:13, “Because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all,”



(3)  1 Tim 6:12, “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which (life) you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”



(4)  1 Tim 6:13, “I order, before God [the Father], who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate,”
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