Heb 2:5



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving another reason why it is so important to pay far greater attention to what we have heard from the Son of God.  With this we have the strong negative OU, meaning “absolutely not” followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, which means “to the angels” and refers to the elect angels.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject, to subordinate.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers the past action of God the Father putting the Lord Jesus Christ in charge of ruling the inhabited world which is coming in the future during His millennial reign in its entirety and stating it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father did not produce the action of subjecting the world to come [the millennial reign of Christ] to the rule of angels.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative feminine singular direct object from the definite article and noun OIKOUMENĒ, which means “the inhabited earth, the world.”  With this we have the accusative feminine singular substantival use of the articular present passive participle of the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to, and is used in an absolute sense in the meaning (in the) future, to come Mt 12:32; Eph 1:21; Heb 6:5; 1 Tim 4:8; the world to come Heb 2:5.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  The millennial reign of our Lord is currently in the process of coming.


The active voice indicates that the inhabited world of the millennial reign of our Lord is producing the action of being in the process of coming.


The participle is substantival, functioning as an adjective modifying the previous noun.
“For He [God the Father] did not subject the world to come to angels,”
 - is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “concerning which” and referring to the feminine singular noun OIKOUMENĒ just mentioned.  Finally, we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the writer is producing the action.  The first person plural “we” is considered by some to be an editorial ‘we’.  The editorial “we” (also known as the epistolary plural) is the use of the first person plural by an author when he is in reality referring only to himself.  However, this “we” could also refer to others who are helping contribute to the writing of the epistle as a group effort.   “This letter is unlike other NT letters: In every other letter the author uses “I” before getting half way through.  But the situation is different in Hebrews: The first person singular does not appear until chapter 11(verse 32), and then in only three more verses (13:19, 22-23).  This is very unusual and suggests the possibility that Hebrews was actually written by at least two persons with one being the better known to the audience.”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“concerning which we are speaking.”
Heb 2:5 corrected translation
“For He [God the Father] did not subject the world to come to angels, concerning which we are speaking.”
Explanation:
1.  “For He [God the Father] did not subject the world to come to angels,”

a.  The writer continues with a further explanation of why it is so important for us to pay far greater attention to what doctrines we have heard and learned in the past.

b.  We should pay far greater attention to these doctrines because God the Father has subjected the future rulership of the world to Jesus Christ and not to angels.

c.  The writer will prove his point in the next few verses by showing that:



(1)  God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor.


(2)  God the Father has appointed Him over the works of His hands.



(3)  God the Father has put all things in subjection under His feet.


d.  The subject of this statement is God the Father.  God the Father has the ultimate and final authority over the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union, all angels, and all human beings.  This does not in any way degrade the equality of Jesus Christ as God with the other members of the Trinity.  It simply establishes the authority relationship between God the Son in hypostatic union and God the Father.


e.  God the Father has the authority to subject the world to come to whomever He chooses, and He chooses to delegate that authority to the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union rather than to the angels.


f.  The elect angels will not be in charge of the millennial kingdom of God the Father.  That glory and honor belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in hypostatic union.


g.  The royal family of God—all Church Age believers—will rule with Christ as a part of their inheritance.  The elect angels will not rule in the millennial kingdom with Christ, but the mature believers of the royal family of God will.


h.  Therefore, since we will rule with Christ rather than the elect angels does it not become far more important for us to pay greater attention to what we have heard and learned?


i.  The subjection of the world to come is also taught by Paul in 1 Cor 15:25-28, “For it is necessary that He rule until He has placed all enemies under His feet.  Death, the last enemy, will be abolished.  Therefore He has subordinated all things under His feet.  But when He says, ‘All things are under subordination,’ it is clear that [this is] except the One who subordinated all things to Him.  And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all creatures.”

j.  Rev 20:4, 6,  “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them [the royal family ruling with Christ].  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years [the Tribulational believers].”  “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”  No angels are mentioned in reigning with Christ.

k.  The same concept is mentioned in Rev 2:25-27, “Nevertheless what [doctrines] you have, hold fast until I come.  He who overcomes [the winner believer], and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father.”


l.  The millennial reign of Christ is not subjected to the elect angels for rulership because the millennial reign of Christ is still a part of God’s testimony against the fallen angels in their appeal trial.  It would be unfair for the elect angels to participate with Christ in the rulership over those unbelievers who will prove during the millennium that even when God provides everything imaginable for a creature, that creature will still rebel against Him.  It is the final testimony against Satan’s arguments and the elect angels cannot tamper with the evidence.
2.  “concerning which we are speaking.”

a.  The writer concludes His thought in this sentence by reorienting his readers to one of the major topics of his discussion.


b.  One of the subjects of the writer’s discourse has been the superiority and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.  This subject was mentioned in:



(1)  Heb 1:2, “whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things,”


(2)  Heb 1:3-4, “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much superior to the angels.”


(3)  Heb 1:8, “‘Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ], is forever, and the scepter of Your kingdom [is] the scepter of righteousness.’”
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