Heb 13:7



 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “to Remember.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to continue during one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the masculine plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb HĒGEOMAI, which means “to be in a supervisory capacity: lead, guide; in our literature this word is only found in the present participle and used of men in any leading position, meaning: ruler, leader Lk 22:26; Mt 2:6; Acts 7:10; of heads of a Christian congregation Heb 13:7, 17, 24; Acts 15:22, “Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.”
  The articular participle is substantivized, so that the participle functions as a noun with little emphasis on its verbal aspects.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”

“Remember your leaders,”

 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is used “to indicate that persons (or things) belong to a certain class (such a one) who.”
  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak, communicate, or proclaim.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that church leaders have produced the action of teaching the word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the word of God” or “God’s word.”

“who communicated to you the word of God;”

 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “concerning whom” or “with reference to whom” and referring to the masculine plural articular participle HĒGEOMAI, the church leaders.  Then we have the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb ANATHEWREW, which means “to examine something carefully, look carefully at, ‘I looked carefully at the objects of your devotion’ Acts 17:23; to give careful thought to, consider ‘considering the outcome of their lives’ Heb 13:7.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.  This can also be a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected.  This can also be an iterative present for an action that recurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that believers in the congregation produce the action.


The participle is the imperatival use of the participle, in which the participle is used like an imperative mood.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKBASIS, which means “end, outcome as a result of one’s way of life, with implication of success Heb 13:7.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTROPHĒ, which means “way of life, conduct, behavior Gal 1:13; Eph 4:22; 1 Pet 1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1-2; 16; Jam 3:13; 2 Pet 2:7; 3:11; Heb 13:7; 1 Tim 4:12.”

“concerning whom be carefully considering the outcome of their way of life,”

 is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb MIMEOMAI, which means “to imitate, emulate, or follow 2 Thes 3:7, 9; Heb 13:7; 3 Jn 11.”


The present tense is a progressive or durative present for an action that has begun in the past and is expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning with every Church Age believer being expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “their” and noun PISTIS, which is used as in chapter eleven in a combination of both its active (“faith” or “confidence”) and passive (“what is believed” or “doctrine”) senses, so that the translated should be “confidence in doctrine.”

“imitate their confidence in doctrine.”

Heb 13:7 corrected translation
“Remember your leaders, who communicated to you the word of God; concerning whom be carefully considering the outcome of their way of life, imitate their confidence in doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  “Remember your leaders,”

a.  The writer continues with another application of unconditional love in the royal family of God.  We are commanded to remember those in authority over us in the church.

b.  The word “leaders” refers to two groups of people in the church: those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, and those who are deacons.  For example, 1 Tim 5:17, “Those elders [pastor-guardians] having ruled well in the past with the result that they keep ruling honorably must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and compensation], most of all those who work hard in the Word; that is, the teaching.”


c.  This same command is taught by Paul in 1 Thes 5:12-13, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you, and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”


d.  The command to remember these leaders refers to the following things.



(1)  We remember those in authority by obeying them.  1 Tim 5:13, “esteem them.”  2 Cor 7:15, “In fact his affections are especially toward you, when remembering the obedience of all of you, how you received him [Titus] with respect and trembling.”



(2)  We remember our church rulers in prayer.  1 Thes 5:25-26, “Brethren, pray for us.  Remember me to all the brethren with a holy kiss.”



(3)  We remember our church rulers in giving.  1 Tim 5:17, “must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and compensation].”  1 Cor 9:14, “So also the Lord directed to those who proclaim the gospel, that they obtain a living from the gospel.”



(4)  We remember the positive volition of our church rulers.  1 Cor 11:2, “Now I praise you because you remember me with reference to all things, and, just as I handed down to you, you hold fast the traditions.”


e.  Obedience of, respect for, prayer for, financial compensation of, and doctrinal imitation of church leaders comes from the motivation of unconditional love.  It does not and should not come from personal love for the pastor.

2.  “who communicated to you the word of God;”

a.  The writer qualifies who he means by the word “leaders” by identifying them as those who teach the word of God.


b.  The communication of the word of God is a reference to the teaching of Bible doctrine.


c.  The teaching of the word of God is done by the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, Eph 4:11.


d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  1 Cor 2:12-13, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.”



(2)  1 Cor 4:17, “For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who will remind you of my execution and teachings of the spiritual life, which is in Christ, just as I keep on teaching everywhere in all the churches.”



(3)  1 Cor 14:6, “And now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what benefit will I be to you unless I speak to you either in revelation or in knowledge or in prophecy or in teaching?”



(4)  Eph 4:11-16, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness [pleroma status] of Christ, in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery [cheating with loaded dice] of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming, but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love, we [pastors] might begin to cause growth into Him with reference to all things, who is the head, Christ, because of Whom, the entire body, being joined together and being instructed by every supporting joint [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power—in measure one [joint] for the benefit of each part, is caused to produce for itself the growth of the body resulting in the building up of one another by means of unconditional love.”



(5)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”



(6)  1 Thes 2:13, “And for this reason also we continue giving thanks to God constantly, because after you received God’s message of instruction from us, you did not accept the teaching from men but just as it keeps on being, the real teaching from God, which (teaching) also becomes effective in you who believe.”



(7)  1 Thes 5:20-21, “Do not reject with contempt the teaching of prophecy, but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”



(8)  1 Tim 3:2, “Therefore, the guardian must be above reproach: the husband of one wife, self-restrained [level-headed], prudent [thoughtful, self-controlled], honorable [respectable], hospitable, skillful in teaching,”



(9)  1 Tim 4:6, “By teaching these things to the brethren, you will be an honorable agent of Christ Jesus, constantly being trained in the teachings from doctrine; that is, from the excellent teaching with reference to which you have followed.”



(10)  1 Tim 4:13, 15-16, “Until I come, pay close attention to exegesis, exhortation, teaching.  …Keep on cultivating these things [exegesis, exhortation, and teaching]; keep on being occupied with these things, in order that your [spiritual] advance may be apparent to all.  Keep on paying close attention to yourself and to that doctrine; persist in these very things.  For by doing this you will deliver both yourself and your listeners.”

3.  “concerning whom be carefully considering the outcome of their way of life,”

a.  The writer continues with a further explanation of how we are to remember those who have taught us doctrine.


b.  We are to remember those who taught us doctrine by carefully considering the outcome of their way of life.


c.  What is their way of life?  Their way of life is a life of positive volition to doctrine, making the word of God the number one priority in life.


d.  The outcome of this life of positive volition to doctrine is being filled with all the fullness of God, Eph 3:19.


e.  The outcome of the way of life of the communicator of doctrine is the edification of the body of Christ, the unity produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ.

f.  The members of the congregation are to remember the objective of the spiritual life—to reach spiritual maturity.


g.  The means by which we attain the tactical objective of the spiritual life is learning, believing, and applying the word of God to our lives.  This is the importance and significance of the next statement.

4.  “imitate their confidence in doctrine.”

a.  Remembering those who communicate the word of God results in and demands imitating the communicator’s confidence in doctrine.


b.  You don’t imitate their personality.  You imitate their confidence in and application of doctrine.  This principle was already taught in Heb 6:11-12, “And we desire that each one of you show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”


c.  Confidence in doctrine results in application of doctrine.


d.  Confidence in doctrine results in the actions of the spiritual life that demonstrate our belief in the doctrines we have learned.


e.  Imitating the faith of someone else is the imitation of their confidence in what they believe.  Hence, imitating the faith of someone else is having the same confidence in what they believe as they have confidence in what they believe.


f.  Then we are commanded to imitate Christ in our spiritual life, Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children”


g.  Paul offers himself up as an example of someone with the Christian work ethic of not being a burden to others.  2 Thes 3:7-9, “For you yourselves know how it is necessary to imitate us, because we were not lazy among you.  We did not even eat bread as a free gift from anyone, but by hard work and labor working night and day for the purpose of not financially burdening any of you, not because we do not have the authority, but in order that we might give ourselves to you [as] an example to imitate us.”


h.  Paul commands the Corinthians and Philippians to imitate his positive volition to doctrine.



(1)  1 Cor 4:16, “Therefore I keep on encouraging all of you, become imitators of me.” 



(2)  1 Cor 11:1, “Become imitators of me just as I also [am an imitator] of Christ.”



(3)  Phil 3:17, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.”


i.  Paul praises the Thessalonians for their imitation of his lifestyle of positive volition 1 Thes 1:6, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit.”
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