Heb 13:23



 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know about; to come to know; to know: You know.”


The present tense is a durative present for what occurred in the past and is still going on.


The active voice indicates that these believers produce the action of already knowing about the release of Timothy from prison.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the article and noun ADELPHOS with the first person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our brother.”  With this we have the accusative of simple apposition from the masculine singular proper noun TIMOTHEOS, transliterated as “Timothy.”  This is followed by the accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb APOLUW, which means “as legal term to grant acquittal, set free, release, pardon a prisoner Mt 27:15–26; Mk 15:6–15; Lk 6:37; 22: 68; 23:16–25; Jn 18:39; 19:10, 12; Acts 3:13; 5:40; 16:35f; 26:32; 28:18.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which regards the action as a completed act.


The passive voice indicates that Timothy received the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“You know our brother Timothy has been released,”

 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with whom” and referring to Timothy.  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if (and it may or may not happen).”  This is followed by the comparative form of the adverb of manner TACHEUS, which means “quickly, soon, without delay” (BDAG, p. 992).  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, Timothy potentially producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential.

This is followed by the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: I will see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, the writer producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the recipients of the letter.
“with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you.”

Heb 13:23 corrected translation
“You know our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you.”
Explanation:
1.  “You know our brother Timothy has been released,”

a.  The writer continues with a personal note to the people to whom he writes, which is related to the situation regarding someone well known to both of them—Timothy.


b.  This Timothy is none other than the Timothy to whom the epistles of Paul are written and who is mentioned extensively in Acts.


c.  The author notes that Timothy has been released, which suggests that Timothy was put under house arrest with Paul in Rome.  Remember that in 2 Tim 4:9-13 Paul asks Timothy to: “Make every effort to come to me without delay; for Demas has deserted me, because he has loved the present world, and has gone to Thessalonica; Crescens [has gone] to Galatia; Titus to Dalmatia.  Luke is the only one with me.  Picking up Mark, bring [him] with yourself, because he is useful to me for the purpose of service.  But I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus.  When you come, bring the heavy coat which I left behind at Troy with Carpus and especially the parchment scrolls.”


d.  Luke, being a Greek, would have probably been released prior to Timothy, who was a Jew.  Luke had probably left Rome for the port city of Ostia, which was not far from Rome, to catch a boat to Greece or Asia Minor.  Luke had probably heard of the release of Timothy and was waiting for Timothy to join him at Ostia.  Timothy may have been delayed due to the responsibility of settling Paul’s financial affairs in Rome (paying his bills and distributing his belongings accumulated during his house arrest to friends of Paul in Rome).


e.  The implication of this statement is that the author is not in prison himself.

2.  “with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you.”

a.  Timothy is well known to the author as well as to the readers of the letter.  The most likely candidate to fulfill this role is Luke.



(1)  Luke was certainly well known to Timothy and Paul, all three of them being together at the end of Paul’s life as we have seen from 2 Tim 4.



(2)  Luke was certainly well known to the believers in Greece and western Asia Minor, being the constant companion of Paul during his entire ministry in those areas.


b.  Luke would certainly want to wait for Timothy and travel with him back to Timothy’s home church of Ephesus, which makes Ephesus the likely candidate for this letter.


c.  Luke would certainly want to return to the center of positive volition in the Christian world—the church of Ephesus, which was the center of the ministry of Paul, Timothy, and later John.  In addition Luke probably wanted to visit Philippi as soon as possible to comfort them as well.

d.  After the persecution and martyrdom of Paul by Nero (which was just prior to Nero’s death), it would make sense that after Nero’s suicide the Praetorian Guard would release Timothy and Timothy would head back to the church in Ephesus from which he had departed to be with Paul before his death.  It also makes sense that Luke would have been released prior to Timothy, being considered no threat to Rome as a Greek-Roman citizen.


e.  It makes sense that Timothy and Luke would want to return to Ephesus, the center of positive volition, to deliver this last sermon of Paul to them for their edification and spiritual growth.


f.  According to the writings of the Christians of subsequent generations, after Paul’s death Timothy settled in Ephesus as his sphere of labor.


g.  The martyrdom of Paul was not going to slow down God’s plan for the royal family of God.  The word of God was going to continue to be taught by those entrusted with the spiritual gifts of communication.  Timothy and Luke both had that responsibility and would carry on.  They had been well prepared by Paul and God the Holy Spirit to do so.


h.  Nothing stops or hinders the plan of God and the proclamation of the word of God.  Killing Paul would not stop the growth of Christianity.  No amount of persecution hinders spiritual growth and advance.  The only things that can do that is the negative volition of the individual believer.
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