Heb 13:2



 is the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHILOXENIA, which means “hospitality Rom 12:13; Heb 13:2.”
  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb EPILANTHANOMAI, which means “to be inattentive to, neglect, overlook, care nothing about with the genitive object Heb 6:10, ‘your works’; 13:2, 16; Lk 12:6.”


The present tense is customary-progressive present for an action that is expected to take place throughout our spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, all members of the royal family being expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Even though there is no infinitive “to show” in the Greek, the idea is implicit in English idiom.

“Do not neglect [to show] hospitality;”

 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “by means of this” and refers to the feminine singular noun PHILOXENIA = hospitality.  Then we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, used to introduce an example, and should be translated “for example.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LANTHANW, which means “to succeed in avoiding attention or awareness, escape notice, be hidden; something is hidden from someone, escapes someone’s notice 2 Pet 3:5, 8; Acts 26:26; some, without knowing it, have entertained angels Heb 13:2.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past completed fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “some” have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some people.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb XENIZW, which means “to show hospitality to, receive as a guest, or entertain Acts 10:18, 23, 32; 21:16; 28:7; Heb 13:2.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as completed in the past.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that some believers have produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, which means “angels.”

“for example, by means of this [hospitality] some, without knowing it, have shown hospitality to angels.”

Heb 13:2 corrected translation
“Do not neglect [to show] hospitality; for example, by means of this [hospitality] some, without knowing it, have shown hospitality to angels.”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not neglect [to show] hospitality;”

a.  The writer continues his positive commands with a command to show hospitality.  This not only applies to strangers but to everyone.  It is a functional virtue from the motivational virtue of unconditional love toward all, mentioned in the previous verse.


b.  The New Testament passages supporting this principle are:



(1)  Mt 25:35, “For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;”



(2)  Rom 12:13, “with reference to the needs of the saints, be sharing; make an intense effort to show hospitality.”



(3)  1 Pet 4:9, “[Be] hospitable to one another without complaint.”



(4)  1 Tim 3:2, “An overseer [pastor-teacher] must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach.”



(5)  Tit 1:7-8, “For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be…, but hospitable.”



(6)  3 Jn 1:5-6, “Dear friend, you do the trustworthy [faithful, dependable, reliable] thing, whatever you have accomplished for the brethren, and especially strangers [missionaries]; those who testified about your unconditional love before the church, with reference to whom you will continue to do what is right, when you help them on their journey [with food, shelter, money] in a manner worthy of God.”



(7)  Rom 16:1-2, “Now I recommend to you, Phoebe, our sister, who is an agent [official representative] of the church which is at Cenchrea, that you welcome her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you stand by to help her in whatever matter she might have need of you; for she herself has also been of great assistance to many, even of me myself.”



(8)  Jn 13:20, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”


c.  We are to be hospitable to one another.



(1)  You should be continuously willing to open your home to others.



(2)  You should be constantly willing to take others into your home who need help.



(3)  You should always be ready to provide food, shelter, clothing for others who are in need.



(4)  Being hospitable means being courteous, gracious, sociable, friendly, neighborly, generous, and helpful.


d.  When those in need come to you, treat them as you would the Lord Jesus Christ, if He showed up at your front door asking for food, shelter, or clothing.  Treat them with hospitality without complaining about your inconvenience or the fact that someone is taking advantage of you, even if they are.  Grace doesn’t mind being taken advantage of.  Grace doesn’t mind being used by others.  Grace doesn’t care if it the victim of someone else’s greed, lies, and deception.  Grace is always hospitable without complaint.


e.  You cannot be gracious and complain at the same time.  You cannot be hospitable and complain at the same time.  You cannot be kind to others and complain about them at the same time.  Therefore, you always have a choice between being gracious and hospitable without complaint or being arrogant and full of verbal sins when others come to you for help.


f.  “In the Gospels the custom of hospitality plays an extraordinarily important role.  Luke is the Evangelist who evinces an obvious interest in it (7:36ff; 9:51ff; 10:38ff; 14:1ff etc.).  From the external standpoint, the work of Jesus obviously rested to a large degree on the hospitality extended to Him (Mk 1:29ff; 2:15ff; 14:3ff etc.).  In the parables He plainly accords great significance to hospitality (cf. Lk 10:34f; 11:5ff; 14:12ff etc.).  What is even more important is that God’s hospitality is an essential part of His message.”


g.  “AGAPĒ [unconditional] love always implies hospitality.  Hence hospitality plays a significant role in ethical instruction.  Christian love is expressed therein according to Jesus (Mt 25:35ff.).  Hospitality is an expression of AGAPĒ (Rom 12:9) and brotherly love (Rom 12:10) according to Paul (Rom 12:13).  The power of love to cover sins is fully worked out in it according to Peter (1 Pet 4:8f.).  Hospitality is inseparable from love Heb 13:1-2.”


h.  The two great principles that come out of verses 1-2:



(1)  “Loving one another demands being hospitable.  One cannot love strangers or visitors without caring for them and entertaining them.  In Rom 12:9–13; Heb 13:1-2; and 1 Pet 4:8-9 the commands to love and to show hospitality are intimately connected.



(2)  “Hospitality was essential for the propagation of the gospel.  Itinerant missionaries were immensely aided in their labors, knowing that they would be received by fellow Christians and helped on their way.  Furthermore, entertaining these missionaries made the host a ‘fellow worker in the truth’ with the men he entertained.”


i.  “In the early Church care was also to be taken to discriminate between the true believers and deceivers, for the latter were not to be entertained in one’s home 2 Jn 10-11 (‘If anyone comes to you, [and lets assume they do for the sake of argument], and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into the home [local church] and do not welcome him; for the one who welcomes him participates in his evil activities.’).”

2.  “for example, by means of this [hospitality] some, without knowing it, have shown hospitality to angels.”

a.  The writer continues with Old Testament examples of the principle of hospitality shown by believers to strangers, who turned out to be both angels of God, and the Angel of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  There is no implication here that angels are still visiting men on earth disguised as strangers.  That is a medieval myth.


b.  The background example given in the Old Testament is:



(1)  Abraham, Gen 18:1ff.



(2)  Lot, Gen 19:1ff.



(3)  Gideon, Judges 6:17–22.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 1058). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 373). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 586). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 683). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (Vol. 5, Page 20). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.


� Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c1976. (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (Vol. 5, Page 20-21). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.


� Bromiley, G. W. (1988; 2002). The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (Vol. 2, Page 106). Wm. B. Eerdmans.


� Bromiley, G. W. (1988; 2002). The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Revised (Vol. 2, Page 106). Wm. B. Eerdmans.





PAGE  
4

