Heb 13:17



 is the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb PEITHW, which means “to Obey or follow with the dative of persons or thing as the direct object Rom 2:8; Gal 5:7; Heb 13:17; Jam 3:3.”


The present tense is a customary/progressive present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur and continue throughout our spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that members of the royal priesthood receive the action of obeying or being obedient to their leaders.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative direct object from the masculine plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb HEGEOMAI with the second person plural possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “your leaders.”  The article substantivizes the participle, making it a noun and object of the main verb.  The verbal morphology is not critical.  This is followed by the connective/continuative/additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb HUPEIKW, which means “to yield to someone’s authority, yield, give way, submit with the dative of persons to whom one submits Heb 13:17.”


The present tense is a customary/progressive present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur and continue throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that members of the royal priesthood produce the action of submitting to the authority of their leaders.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Obey and submit to your leaders,”

 is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because” and indicating the reason why we are to obey and submit to our leaders.  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb AGRUPNEW, which means “(1) to be vigilant in awareness of threatening peril, be alert; (2) to be alertly concerned about, look after, care for [or care about] Heb 13:17; Eph 6:18.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present, which describes an action that began in the past and is now continuing.


The active voice indicates that Christian leaders produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine plural article and noun PSUCHĒ with the possessive genitive or the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “about your souls.”  This is followed by the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “a formal accounting, especially of one’s actions: give account, make an accounting Rom 14:12; Heb 13:17.”
  With this we also have the nominative masculine plural future active participle from the verb APODIDWMI, which is used “of fulfilling various responsibilities: paying vows; fulfilling one’s duty to someone 1 Cor 7:3; Rom 13:7; keeping a promise; keeping oaths Mt 5:33; giving an account Mt 12:36; Lk 16:2; Acts 19:40; Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 4:5.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Christian leaders will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“because they look after [care about] your souls as those giving an account;”

 is the use of the conjunction HINA with the subjunctive mood to indicate a command (see Wallace, p. 476f.).  The main verb is the third person plural present active subjunctive of POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what will take place at the evaluation throne of Christ.


The active voice indicates that Christian church leaders will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is an imperatival subjunctive, and should be translated “they must do.”

With this we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (which indicates the emotional reactions or phenomena that accompany the action of the verb) from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “with happiness.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to the giving of the account.  This is followed by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb STENAZW, which means “to express oneself involuntarily in the face of an undesirable circumstance, sigh, groan 2 Cor 5:2, 4; Heb 13:17; Rom 8:23.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what will occur in some cases at the evaluation throne of Christ.


The active voice indicates that Christian leaders will produce the action.


The participle is a modal participle, indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb (giving an account) is performed.  It should be translated “with groaning.”
“they must do this with happiness and not with groaning;”

 is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because, for” and indicating the reason why Christian leaders must give their account of believer’s obedience and submission to the authority of the leaders with happiness.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective ALUSITELĒS, which means “unprofitable, of no help, harmful Heb 13:17.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object (and even disadvantage) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for the detriment of you.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this,” which refers to the Christian leader’s account with groaning.  There is no verb here, but it is implied by the predicate and nominative adjectives.  The verb should be the subjunctive of EIMI, translated “[would be].”

“for this [would be] unprofitable for you.”

Heb 13:17 corrected translation
“Obey and submit to your leaders, because they look after [care about] your souls as those giving an account; they must do this with happiness and not with groaning; for this [would be] unprofitable for you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Obey and submit to your leaders,”

a.  The writer returns to the theme begun in verse 7 (“Remember your leaders, who communicated to you the word of God; concerning whom be carefully considering the outcome of their way of life, imitate their confidence in doctrine.”)



(1)  The leaders here refer to the leaders in a Christian church, which include both the pastor and the deacons.



(2)  Obeying is the act of doing what is taught by the teaching of the pastor from the pulpit.  It does not include doing what he says from his personal opinion.



(3)  Submitting is the attitude of accepting the authority of the pastor or deacon.  It is the function of authority orientation from genuine humility in the soul.



(4)  Therefore, this two-fold command refers to both the inner attitude of genuine humility and the outward obedience that follows.



(5)  The thing that is obeyed is the teaching of the word of God.  The believer is expected to accept the authority of the pastor, because God has given him the spiritual gift of authority and leadership in the church.  The believer is expected to obey the teaching of the pastor, because God has given him the spiritual gift of teaching.  His pastoral function is leadership and authority.  His teaching function is explaining the meaning and application of the word of God.


b.  This same command is given:



(1)  by Peter in 1 Pet 5:5, “In the same way, you new believers, obey the elders; that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’”



(2)  by Paul in 1 Thes 5:12-13a, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you, and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.”


c.  Believers are commanded to obey:



(1)  The leaders of the nation or state, Tit 3:1, “Remind them to obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”



(2)  Children are to obey their parents Eph 6:1; Col 3:20.



(3)  Wives their husbands 1 Pet 3:6.



(4)  Workers their masters Col 3:22, “You workers, keep on obeying your human bosses, not by means of eye-service as men-pleasers, but by means of integrity of heart, respecting the Lord.”



(5)  And of course God and His word are to be obeyed:




(a)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”




(b)  Acts 5:29, “But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”




(c)  Jam 4:7, “Therefore, submit yourselves to God, but stand your ground against the devil, and then he will flee from you.”

2.  “because they look after [care about] your souls as those giving an account;”

a.  The pastor’s responsibility is to know what his congregation needs to learn and to teach it.  He cares for the souls of those in his congregation by teaching them what they need to know before they need it.  The pastor will give an account of his teaching to the Lord Jesus Christ at the evaluation throne of Christ.  Rom 14:10, “Now you [immature believer], why do you judge your brother?  Or you also [spiritual believer], why do you treat your brother with contempt?  Since all [believers] will appear at the tribunal-judgment seat of God [Jesus Christ].”


b.  Not only must the pastor-teacher give an account concerning each believer in his congregation, but that believer must also give an account of themselves:



(1)  Rom 14:12, “So, therefore, each one of us shall give an account to God concerning himself.”



(2)  1 Pet 4:5, “who will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”



(3)  Mt 12:36, “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.”


c.  The communicators of doctrine in the Old Testament had the same responsibility of looking after the souls of the people of Israel, Ezek 33:7, “Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the house of Israel; so you will hear a message from My mouth and give them warning from Me.”


d.  The fact that pastors have the responsibility for those in their congregation is clearly taught in 1 Pet 5:1-3, “Therefore, I, the fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and sharer in the about to be revealed glory, encourage the elders among you, shepherd the flock of God among you, caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God, nor greedily but freely, nor because you rule over your portions, but become examples to the flock.”


e.  The true pastor cares about teaching his congregation; the false-teacher does not.  The true pastor watches over and protects his congregation from false doctrine; the false-teacher does not.  1 Tim 1:5-7, “But the goal of instruction is virtue-love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from non-hypocritical doctrine.  From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated, have turned to empty teaching, desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are saying or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.”


f.  Watching out for, caring about, guarding and protecting the soul of another believer means to be aware of the false thinking of arrogance and antagonism from the cosmic system’s doctrine of demons and to counter this false doctrine with the truth of the word of God.


g.  The souls of believers in the congregation cannot be cared for and guarded without the accurate and faithful teaching of sound doctrine.  This is why the pastor is commanded to be strong in doctrinal teaching:



(1)  2 Tim 2:1-2, “Consequently, you, my student, keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace which is in Christ Jesus; that is, the things [doctrinal teaching] which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these things to faithful men, who by their very nature shall be qualified to teach others also.”



(2)  2 Tim 3:14-15, “You, however, continue abiding in the things which you have learned and have become convinced and confident, because you know from whom [Holy Spirit and Paul] you have learned, and that you have known from childhood the sacred writings [Old Testament], which are able to teach you with reference to salvation through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.”



(3)  2 Tim 4:1-2, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment], make it a priority to publicly proclaim the Word; make it a priority to be ready and persistent when it is convenient and when it is not convenient; publicly correct, rebuke, encourage [comfort] by means of all steadfastness and doctrinal teaching.”

3.  “they must do this with happiness and not with groaning;”

a.  The subject “they” refers to the pastors/leaders of the congregation.  The word “this” refers to “giving an account.”

b.  Pastors must give an account of the positive/negative volition of the members of their congregation at the evaluation throne (tribunal seat) of Christ.


c.  The pastor will not be able to stand before the Lord and say, “Do I really have to give an account of this person?”  The pastor is responsible for reporting to the Commander on each believer’s attitude toward doctrine.  It will not be difficult.  If the believer came to Bible class and paid attention, then they will receive a favorable report.  If the believer was not there, stopped coming, and didn’t pay attention while there, they will receive an unfavorable report.  It is not hard to tell when people are interested, positive, and listening.


d.  The pastor cannot give a report on how each person lived their spiritual life.  That will be the individual responsibility of the believer to report to the Lord.  The pastor doesn’t have any idea how a believer really lived their spiritual life.


e.  The pastor will be very happy to report the positive volition of those who had it during his Bible teaching.  He will be less than happy about reporting the negative volition of those who were bored, distracted, and didn’t care.  Phil 2:16, “continuing to fix your attention on and hold firmly to (believe) the Word of Life resulting in my pride on the day of Christ [the Rapture], that I have not run in vain, nor worked hard for no purpose.”


f.  God wants the pastor to be happy in this report.  There is no excuse for the negative volition of any believer.


g.  There is nothing that makes a pastor any happier than the positive volition of some believer in his congregation, and there is nothing more disappointing than a believer who just doesn’t care about doctrine.

4.  “for this [would be] unprofitable for you.”

a.  The pastor’s report is going to have eternal consequences.  No believer is going to lose their salvation because of the pastor’s report.  But some will lose out on eternal rewards and blessings.


b.  God has designed the greatest profit for the royal priesthood to exist in the eternal state.  It is something that none of us can afford to miss out on.


c.  However, those with negative volition to doctrine are going to miss out on blessings in eternity, simply because the pastor will have to report on their lack of interest in the word of God.


d.  What a stupid and tragic thing to not have blessings forever, just because you didn’t have time for or interest in doctrine for this short time on earth.  You who are negative and uninterested in doctrine are trading away blessings forever because something is more important to you now.  “Oh you unthinking Galatians!  Who put you under a spell?”


e.  The positive, growing, mature believer will have the greatest of profit at the evaluation throne of Christ, and this profit will begin with the happy report of the pastor to the Lord Jesus Christ of how positive to the teaching of the word of God this believer was during his or her spiritual life on earth.  1 Thes 2:19-20, “For who is our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?  None other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming.  For you are our glory and happiness.”
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