Heb 13:15



 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Through Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  The word OUN is not found in the best manuscripts and is probably not part of the text.  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ANAPHERW, which means “to offer up sacrifices for something Heb 7:27; 13:15; Jam 2:21; 1 Pet 2:5, 24.”


The present tense is a customary/progressive present for an action that is expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the writer implores the readers to join him in a course of action.  It is translated “let us keep on offering up.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun THUSIA, which means “sacrifice.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun AINESIS, which means “of praise: ‘offer a sacrifice of praise’ Heb 13:15.”
  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “always, continually, constantly Mt 18:10; Mk 5:5; Lk 24:53; Acts 2:25; 10:2; 24:16; Rom 11:10; 2 Thes 3:16; Heb 9:6; 13:15.”
  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“Through Him let us keep on continually offering up the sacrifice of praise to God;”

 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “that” with the present active indicative third person singular from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”  This construction is used twenty-four times in the NT.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that this situation produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, meaning “the fruit, production, result, outcome, or product.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural noun CHEILOS, which means “of the lips.”  Then we have the appositional genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge, claim, profess, or praise.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His person.”

“that is, the production of lips, praising His person.”

Heb 13:15 corrected translation
“Through Him let us keep on continually offering up the sacrifice of praise to God; that is, the production of lips, praising His person.”
Explanation:
1.  “Through Him let us keep on continually offering up the sacrifice of praise to God;”

a.  The writer continues with another exhortation to the royal priests to offer their sacrifices to God.


b.  Our sacrifices are not material animal sacrifices, but the immaterial attitude of gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise of God the Father for all He has done for us through the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our sacrifices are spiritual sacrifices, 1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”



(1)  “The author here gives insight into the reciprocal nature of grace: God has accepted the believers into favor through Jesus’ effective mediation; the believers, as honorable clients, are now to return ‘grace’ for ‘grace,’ to ‘show gratitude’ (Heb 12:28) to God by continuing to bear witness to their Benefactor in a hostile world (13:15) and by assisting one another by love and service, encouraging and supporting one another in the face of an unsupportive society (Heb 13:1–3, 16; 6:10).”



(2)  “The sacrifices that are appropriate for believers are no longer bulls and goats, but praise, doing good and sharing (Heb 13:15f).”


c.  That praise and thanksgiving come to God the Father through the agency of our Lord is also mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 1:8, “First, I give thanks to my God through the agency of Jesus Christ concerning all of you that your faith [in Christ and Bible doctrine] has been and continues to be proclaimed in the whole [Christian] world.”



(2)  Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”


d.  This gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise is demanded of every member of the royal priesthood and is expected to continue throughout our spiritual life.


e.  Our praise of God the Father is for His perfect plan of salvation and the provision of the person and work of Christ as the central actor in the Father’s plan on the stage of human history.


f.  Praise of God the Father is a sacrifice, demanding our time, concentration, and genuine attitude of gratefulness for what He has done for us.


g.  Prayer is considered a sacrificial offering to God in Ps 141:2, “May my prayer be counted as incense before You; the lifting up of my hands as the evening offering.”

2.  “that is, the production of lips, praising His person.”

a.  The writer continues by explaining that our sacrifice of praise of God is the spiritual production of our lips praising God’s person.


b.  The fruit or production of the lips in praise of God is also mentioned in:



(1)  Hos 14:2, “Take words with you and return to the Lord.  Say to Him, ‘Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously, that we may present the fruit of our lips.’”



(2)  Ps 119:108, “O accept the freewill offerings of my mouth, O Lord, and teach me Your ordinances.”


c.  The royal priesthood is expected to produce fruit for God, Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”


d.  There are various kinds of fruit produced in the spiritual life.



(1)  Gal 5:22-23a, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”



(2)  Eph 5:9, “(for the production of the light [is] in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth).”



(3)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine [without hypocrisy].”


e.  There is no meaning in praising the name of God.  ‘What’s in a name?  A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.’  However, there is great meaning in praising the person of God the Father.


f.  We praise God when we thank Him for who and what He is and all He has done for us.


g.  We praise God when we have the proper spiritual attitude of genuine gratitude for what He has done for us.


h.  We praise God when we stop thinking about ourselves and think about what He has done for us and in spite of us.


i.  Our praise of God is a part of our worship of God, and is great testimony against Satan in the angelic conflict.


j.  This praise of God by the royal priesthood is mentioned in Rom 15:9-11, “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, just as it stands written, ‘Because of this I will praise You among the Gentiles and I will sing hymns to Your Person [Jesus Christ].’  And again he [Moses] says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people [Jews].’  And again, ‘Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, and applaud Him all you peoples.’”


k.  The praise of God the Father is the subject of the greatest sentence in the Bible, Eph 1:3-6, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love, having predetermined us for the purpose of adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good intention produced by His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has graced us out in the Beloved;”


l.  The purpose of our royal priesthood is to glorify God with our praise, 1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”
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