Heb 12:7



 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun PAIDEIA, meaning “for the purpose of training, instruction, upbringing, or discipline.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to endure: You endure.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a general principle that is always true.


The active voice indicates that positive, advancing believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal principle and fact.

“You endure for the purpose of training;”

 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” followed by the dative of reference from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “with reference to sons.”  Then we have the dative of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent passive indicative from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to behave towards or deal with someone in a certain way, meet, deal with Heb 12:7.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what normally occurs in the life of any believer.


The passive voice is a deponent passive, being used in an active sense—God producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God.”

“God deals with you as with sons;”

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS (with the accent), used as an adjective with the predicate nominative masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “what son.”  Because of the predicate nominative we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is there].”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to “what son.”  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PAIDEUW, which means “to discipline, train, or instruct.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally occurs in life.


The active voice indicates that a father of a son produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the noun PATER, meaning “a father.”
“for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”

Heb 12:7 corrected translation
“You endure for the purpose of training; God deals with you as with sons; for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”
Explanation:
1.  “You endure for the purpose of training;”

a.  The writer continues with a principle of doctrine.  We endure discipline from God for the purpose of training us in righteousness.


b.  There are two ways we are trained in righteousness by God.



(1)  The hard way through divine discipline, and



(2)  the easy way through the teaching of the word of God, 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, for the purpose of correction and rebuke, for the purpose of correction and restoration, for the purpose of training [PAIDEIA] in righteousness.”


c.  Why does God train us through discipline?  Prov 29:17, “Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; he will also delight your soul.”  What is true for a human father is just as true for God our Father.


d.  God teaches us what He wants us to know and do.  If we do it, we are blessed by Him, just as a father blesses a son who submits to training and discipline and obeys.


e.  When we fail to respond to divine training through instruction, God deals with us as a human father does with any human son—He trains us through discipline.


f.  Therefore, it is essential that we endure divine discipline, in order to learn from it and grow up spiritually from it.


g.  Divine discipline is not something we can ignore or regard lightly.  It is for the purpose of our spiritual growth and maturity.


h.  Therefore, when we are disciplined by the Lord, we should appreciate it, knowing that it is for our ultimate benefit and blessing.

2.  “God deals with you as with sons;”

a.  God deals with us as sons because we are His sons.



(1)  Rom 8:14, “For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.”



(2)  Rom 9:26, “‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them, “You are not My people,” in that same place they shall be called, “Sons of the Living God”.’”



(3)  2 Cor 6:18, “‘And I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord, the Omnipotent One.”



(4)  Gal 3:26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”



(5)  Gal 4:6, “And so because you are sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts, shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’”



(6)  Phil 2:14-15, “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments, in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of a unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world.”



(7)  1 Thes 5:5, “For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”


b.  That God deals with us as sons is also the principle of Eph 6:4, “Furthermore, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but rear them in the sphere of training [discipline] and instruction [admonition, warning] about the Lord.”  Is this not what God the Father is doing to and for us through the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit?


c.  Because we are His sons, God deals with us in love, even when He is disciplining us.


d.  Therefore, the discipline and training of God is a sign of His great love for us.


e.  If God didn’t love us, He would not discipline us.

3.  “for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”

a.  The writer continues with a rhetorical question of explanation.


b.  The answer is obvious—every normal father trains and disciplines his son.  Obviously there are biological fathers who are fathers in name only and do not, cannot, or will not perform their training and disciplinary function as fathers.  These men may be able to produce children, but they are not fathers to them.


c.  A man who will not discipline his son is no father.  Real fathers provide real training, instruction, and discipline when necessary.  Pseudo-fathers do not.


d.  Why does a father discipline a son?  He does so for the same reason that God the Father trains and disciplines us—because he loves his son and wants his son to grow up to be a man with self-discipline, integrity, honesty, and virtue.


e.  Therefore, just as real fathers train their sons by teaching, correction, rebuke and discipline, so God the Father does the same for us.
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