Heb 12:6



 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to all believers.  Then we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PAIDEUW, which means “to discipline.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes the action as something that normally, usually, or customarily occurs.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines;”

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and, furthermore, or in addition.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MASTIGOW, which means “to beat with a whip or lash: whip, flog, scourge of flogging as a punishment decreed by the synagogue Mt 10:17; 23:34; of the beating administered to Jesus Jn 19:1; Mt 20:19; Mk 10:34; Lk 18:33.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes the action as something that normally, usually, or customarily occurs.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAS and noun HUIOS, meaning “every son.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to “every son.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PARADECHOMAI, which means “to receive, accept, Acts 15:4; to take back a wife who was dismissed for adultery; of a citizen who wishes to return to his home city after living in a strange land.  Corresponding to  to receive favorably=love Heb 12:6.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes the action as something that normally, usually, or customarily occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.”

Heb 12:6 corrected translation
“For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines; furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.”
Explanation:
1.  “For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines;”

a.  The quotation from Prov 3 continues with the explanation that the Lord disciplines those whom He loves unconditionally.


b.  God the Father demonstrated His unconditional love for all mankind by sending His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.


c.  God the Son demonstrated His unconditional love for all mankind by bearing our sins in His body on the Cross and being judged as a substitute for us.


d.  God the Holy Spirit demonstrates His unconditional love for us by continuing to teach and mentor us throughout our spiritual life.


e.  But God also demonstrates His unconditional love for us by disciplining us.  For every father disciplines more severely the son of his love.  The son whom he really cares about gets much more attention, which includes much more discipline.


f.  Related Scriptures teach the same principle:



(1)  Ps 94:12, “Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O Lord, and whom You teach out of Your law.”



(2)  1 Cor 11:32, “However, when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”



(3)  Rev 3:19, “Those whom I love, I reprimand [warning discipline] and punish [intensive discipline]; be zealous therefore, and change your mind.”


g.  God always disciplines in love.  He never disciplines us in anger, because God is never angry.  Anger is an anthropopathism—a human characteristic that we ascribe to God, but which God does not really have.

2.  “furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.”

a.  The writer of Hebrews (and the psalmist) adds another even more graphic illustration of God’s discipline.


b.  God scourges us with a whip.  Scourging was intense physical punishment.  There was nothing gentle or kind in the process.  It hurt and hurt badly.


c.  Notice that every single Church Age believer receives severe discipline from the Lord.


d.  The statement that God “receives us” means that we have been received/accepted at salvation into the royal family of God.  Now that we have been welcomed or received into the family as adopted sons our status cannot be changed.  Therefore, when we are disobedient, our Father cannot and will not ignore it.  He disciplines every one of us and does so severely, when necessary.


e.  Scourging with a whip refers to the intense discipline mentioned as the second stage of divine discipline in 1 Cor 11:30-32, “For this reason among you many are weak and sick and a large number sleep.  But if we had been judging ourselves, we would not have been judged.  However, when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”


f.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Dt 8:5, “Thus you are to know in your heart that the Lord your God was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son.”



(2)  2 Sam 7:14, “I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men.”



(3)  Ps 119:75, “I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are righteous, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted [disciplined] me.”


g.  Regardless of how intense the discipline of the Lord, it is always done correctly, fairly, graciously, and in love.  God doesn’t hate us when He disciplines us.  He loves us, and because He loves us, He disciplines us.
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