Heb 12:29



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “certainly or indeed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our God.”

“for indeed our God”

 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “fire” and the nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb KATANALISKW, which means “to consume of fire: a consuming fire Heb 12:29 (Dt 4:24).”
  
The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is ascriptive, being used as an adjective to modify the noun PUR.

The presence of the nominative subject and predicate nominative without a verb suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = “[is].”

“[is] a consuming fire.”

Heb 12:29 corrected translation
“for indeed our God [is] a consuming fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “for indeed our God [is] a consuming fire.”

a.  The writer continues with a quote from Dt 4:24.  The context (verses 23-24) says, “So watch yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the Lord your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a graven image in the form of anything against which the Lord your God has commanded you.  For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”


b.  This refers to the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is the judge of all humans and will not hesitate to use His judgment to punish those believers who are rebellious against Him.


c.  A similar description of the Lord as a consuming fire is mentioned in Ex 24:17, “And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire on the mountain top.”


d.  Obviously Jesus Christ is not actual fire, but He certainly uses fire in judgment.



(1)  Against the unbeliever.




(a)  Isa 4:4, “When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning.”  This is a reference to the baptism of fire against unbelieving Jews and Gentiles at the second advent of Christ.




(b)  Isa 10:17, “And the light of Israel will become a fire and his Holy One a flame; And it will burn and devour his thorns and his briars in a single day.”  This is another reference to the baptism of fire.




(c)  Isa 30:33, “For Topheth [a place of burning] has long been ready.  Indeed, it has been prepared for the king.  He has made it deep and large, a pyre of fire with plenty of wood; the breath of the Lord, like a torrent of brimstone, sets it afire.”  This is reference to hell or Hades.



(2)  The Lord is a consuming fire against the believer’s good human and evil, 1 Cor 3:12-13, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”  This is a reference to the Judgment Seat of Christ.

2.  This statement is added as a warning to us about the seriousness of our responsibility to execute the spiritual life God has given us.


a.  This statement is directly related to Heb 12:25a, “Beware that you do not reject Him who is speaking, for indeed our God is a consuming fire.”


b.  God is always just and fair, and therefore, does not permit us to get away with any wrongdoing.


c.  Judgment belongs to God and the Lord Jesus Christ will execute that judgment against any believer who rejects Him.  To reject the word of God is to reject the LOGOS; that is, the person of Jesus Christ.


d.  The righteousness of God demands judgment against any believer who rejects Jesus Christ.  Any believer who rejects the teachings of the New Testament rejects the person of Jesus Christ as well as God’s will, purpose, and plan for that believer.


e.  The Lord’s judgment comes to the believer in time by divine discipline, which was the warning at the beginning of this chapter.  It also comes by the judgment which occurs at the evaluation throne of Christ after the resurrection of the Church.


f.  Therefore, beware that you do not reject the word of God, which is tantamount to rejecting the One who is speaking.
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