Heb 12:28



 is the inferential conjunction DIO, which means “Therefore” or “For this reason” or “Because of this.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “kingdom.”  This is followed by the accusative feminine singular adjective ASALEUTOS, which means “unshakable.”  This object is “out of position” in the Greek sentence, being thrown forward for emphasis.  Then we have the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes an event that is certainly going to happen.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of receiving.


The participle is causal, translated “because we are certainly going to receive.”

“Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom,”

 is the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a customary present, for an ongoing state that is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, in which the writer invites us to join him in a course of action.  It is translated “let us have.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “gratitude or thankfulness.”
“let us have gratitude,”

 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by means of which [gratitude].”  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb LATREUW, which means “to serve.”


The present tense is descriptive, customary, and tendential present for an action that is now going on (with some believers), is expected to continue throughout our spiritual life, and proposed but not yet occurring in the spiritual life of other believers.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and indicates God’s purpose for our lives.

This is followed by the adverb of manner EUARESTWS, which means “in an acceptable manner Heb 12:28;”
 that is, “acceptably.”  Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“by means of which we may serve God in an acceptable manner”

 is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the feminine singular noun EULABEIA, which means “awe, fear of God; with awe and reverence Heb 12:28;”
 followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive neuter singular noun DEOS, which means “profound respect and reverence for deity, awe Heb 12:28.”

“with awe and profound respect;”

Heb 12:28 corrected translation
“Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom, let us have gratitude, by means of which we may serve God in an acceptable manner with awe and profound respect;”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom,”

a.  The writer now comes to a conclusion based upon what has been previously stated.


b.  We are definitely going to receive an unshakable kingdom.  This is mentioned in:



(1)  Col 1:13, “Who [God the Father] has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”



(2)  Rev 5:10, “You [Jesus Christ] have made them [Church Age believers] to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”



(3)  Lk 22:29-30, “and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”



(4)  Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”



(5)  Dan 7:18, “But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.”



(6)  1 Cor 6:2-3, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you [and it will], are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?  Do you not know that we will judge angels, not to speak of ordinary matters of daily life?”


c.  The characteristics of the kingdom:



(1)  Our Lord has a righteous kingdom, Ps 45:6; Heb 1:8-9; Isa 32:1; Jer 23:5.



(2)  Our Lord has an everlasting kingdom, Dan 2:44; 7:14; Lk 1:33.



(3)  Our Lord has a universal kingdom, Ps 2:8; 72:8; Zech 14:9; Rev 11:15.


d.  The kingdom begins at the second advent of Christ and includes His millennial reign on earth and then forever with the new heavens and new earth.


e.  The unshakableness of our Lord’s kingdom means that Satan’s revolt against the Lord’s kingdom after his release from prison at the end of the millennial reign of our Lord will fail.


f.  No creature will ever be able to overthrow our Lord as the eternal King.


g.  Jesus Christ guarantees that we will share in His kingdom.  Winner believers will even rule with Him.

2.  “let us have gratitude,”

a.  The writer now makes his main point in this sentence.  Since we will receive an unshakable kingdom, we must be grateful for what the Lord will do for us.


b.  Make no mistake about it.  The millennial rule of our Lord will be absolutely awesome, and the royal family (you and I) will share in that rule and kingdom.  We have every reason to be grateful now, even though we have not yet realized the magnitude of this grace blessing.


c.  2 Cor 4:15 says, “For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”


d.  Every member of the royal family has the privilege and honor of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ both now, during His millennial rule, and forever.


e.  Gratitude is an essential of the spiritual life.  We can gauge our spiritual life by the amount of gratitude we have.


f.  The writer is not just asking us to have gratitude, but insisting that we do so.


g.  Gratitude is an expression of our reciprocal love for God.


h.  Gratitude and thankfulness is the expression of our occupation with Christ.


i.  Gratitude and thankfulness results from a personal sense of destiny.


j.  Gratitude and thankfulness increases as we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


k.  We will not spend a day in heaven, in a resurrection body, in the millennial reign of Christ, or for all eternity without gratitude toward God.


l.  Therefore, there is no reason for us not to be grateful every day of our spiritual life.

3.  “by means of which we may serve God in an acceptable manner”

a.  Our gratitude and thankfulness to God is one of the many ways in which we acceptably serve God.


b.  Heb 13:15 echoes this same thought, “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God; that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.”


c.  We can serve God by means of our gratitude and thankfulness.


d.  Our gratitude and thankfulness is a tremendous testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.  Every day we give thanks to God for all He has done for us we testify against Satan and the fallen angels in their appeal trial.  Therefore, we should not allow a day to go by without gratitude to God.


e.  There are many ways we can serve God, such as through our spiritual gift, prayer, giving, and obeying His will.  Yet, in all of these ways without gratitude and thankfulness our service becomes ritual without reality.


f.  Gratitude and thankfulness is the right mental attitude behind all other service to God.


g.  Gratitude and thankfulness to God makes our other service acceptable to Him.

4.  “with awe and profound respect;”

a.  Finally, the author tells us exactly how we can serve God in an acceptable manner.  We do so with the mental attitude of gratitude and thankfulness.  It is the attitude of awe, reverence, and profound respect for God by which we serve our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Ps 2:11 says, “Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling.”


c.  What God has done for us is awesome.


d.  What God is doing for us is awesome.


e.  What God will do for us is awesome.


f.  Therefore, we must have the profoundest respect, regard, and reverence for the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  Respect for God is manifest in obedience to God.


h.  Respect for God is manifest in gratitude to God.


i.  Obedience, respect, and gratitude to God are characteristics of our personal love for God.


j.  We do not love God, if we do not respect Him.


k.  We do not love God, if we do not obey Him.


l.  We do not love God, if we are not grateful to Him.


m.  Don’t be a rogue believer, when you have every opportunity to be a ROG believer; that is, a believer with Respect, Obedience, and Gratitude.
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