Heb 12:23



 is the epexegetical or explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” which further explains to whom the writer is referring by the previous dative of destination “to a festal gathering.”  Then we have the dative of destination from the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “to the assembly.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural adjective PRWTOTOKOS, which means “of the firstborn.”  Also with this we have the descriptive genitive masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb APOGRAPHW, which means “of records kept by God (daily the angels write down in heaven the things that we do) to be registered Heb 12:23.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed act.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”  We were registered in heaven the moment we believed in Christ.  Our name was entered into the Book of Life.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being registered in the Book of Life in heaven.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “having been registered.”

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural noun OURANOS, which means “in heaven.”

“that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven,”

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of destination from the masculine singular noun KRITĒS, meaning “to the Judge.”  This word is a title for God as one of the three judges that sit on the Supreme Court of Heaven.  This is followed by the appositional dative from the masculine singular noun THEOS plus the genitive of subordination from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “the God over all.”  This is a reference to Jesus Christ, who will judge all mankind.
“and to the Judge, the God over all,”

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative of destination from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA, meaning “to the spirits.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural adjective, used as a substantive, DIKAIOS, meaning “upright, just, fair, or righteous.”  Finally, we have the genitive masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to be brought to completion or perfection; to be made perfect; to be accomplished; to be fulfilled.”  It refers to the positional sanctification and justification of the believer at the moment of salvation by being entered into union with Christ.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the action as completed.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that every member of the royal family of God received the action at salvation.


The participle is circumstantial.
“and to the spirits of the righteous having been brought to perfection,”

Heb 12:23 corrected translation
“that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven, and to the Judge, the God over all, and to the spirits of the righteous having been brought to perfection,”
Explanation:
1.  “that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “But you have come to Zion; that is, to the city of the Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless millions of angels, to a festal gathering; that is, to the assembly of the firstborn having been registered in heaven, and to the Judge, the God over all, and to the spirits of the righteous having been brought to perfection,…”


b.  The writer continues with a further explanation of who and what he means by the previous object to which we have come—a festal gathering.


c.  This festal gathering is described as the assembly of the firstborn who have been registered in heaven.


d.  Jesus Christ is the firstborn of God.



(1)  Rom 8:29, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”



(2)  Col 1:15, “Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, (the first-born with reference to every creature,”



(3)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers]),”



(4)  Heb 1:6a, “Moreover again, when He brings His firstborn into the world, He says,”


e.  We receive the double portion of blessing from God by right of primogeniture, because we are in union with Christ.


f.  Christ is the firstborn and His bride, the Church, is the assembly of the firstborn.


g.  We assemble to Christ at the resurrection of all members of the body of Christ.


h.  Our verse also says that we have been registered in heaven.



(1)  Every person who ever believes in Christ is registered in heaven.  Lk 10:20, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”



(2)  The Book of Life has the names of every person to whom God gives human life, but if that person fails to believe in Christ, their name can be blotted out of the book of life, Ps 69:28, “May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.”  All those who believe in Christ are recorded forever in the book of life.  Only the names of those who believe in Christ remain in the registry of believers in heaven.  This is taught in:




(a)  Phil 4:3, “Yes, I am asking even you, reliable co-worker [Luke], please help these women, who fought at my side in [spreading] the gospel, with both Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”




(b)  Rev 3:5, “He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.”




(c)  Rev 13:8, “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.”




(d)  Rev 20:12, 15, 17, “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  …And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  …and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”


i.  All believers of human history were registered in the Lamb’s Book of Eternal Life prior to the beginning of human history.  All Church Age believers are especially noted in the Book of Life as being the assembly of the firstborn.  The firstborn is Jesus Christ and the Church is His assembly.


j.  The point being that the Church has come to a festal gathering in heaven with our Lord to celebrate his great victory over Satan and his system.  This festal gathering begins with the resurrection or rapture of the Church, continues with the wedding supper of the Lamb, and culminates with the second advent of Christ and His millennial reign.

2.  “and to the Judge, the God over all,”

a.  The writer continues with the Person to whom we have come.


b.  We have come to the one and only Judge of all mankind—our Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Jn 5:22, 27, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son”  “…and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”  Compare Mt 25:31-46.


d.  Jesus Christ is the God over all according to:



(1)  Rom 9:5, “from whom are the fathers [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob]; in fact from whom is the Christ physically, the One who is over all things, the God, praised forever.  Amen.”



(2)  1 Cor 11:3a, “But I want you to recognize that Christ is the authority over all men,”



(3)  Eph 1:22, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church,”



(4)  Col 2:10, “and you are filled in Him, who is the authority over all rule and authority;”



(5)  Gen 18:25, “Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike.  Far be it from You!  Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”



(6)  Acts 10:42, “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.”



(7)  Acts 17:31, “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”



(8)  2 Tim 4:1, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Second Advent and Last Judgment],”


e.  God the Father is also over all as eternal God, Eph 4:6, “one God, even the Father of all, who [is] over all, and the cause/source of all, and in all [believers].”


f.  Church Age believers have come in faith, confidence, and trust for eternal salvation to the Judge of all creatures.

3.  “and to the spirits of the righteous having been brought to perfection,”

a.  The writer now adds an additional group to whom every Church Age believer has come.  We have come to all the other people who have believed in Christ and have been brought to perfection by the imputation of divine righteousness at the moment of salvation.


b.  The word “spirit” is used because only believers have a human spirit.


c.  Those who have a human spirit are also declared righteous by God because of their faith in Christ.  This is the doctrine of justification—the judicial declaration by God that we are righteous in His judgment because we have put our faith, trust, and confidence in the person and work of Christ.


d.  We were brought to the state of perfection positionally the moment we believed in Christ.


e.  We will be brought to the state of perfection experientially at the evaluation throne of Christ, when all our human good and evil will be burned away and we will be purified in resurrection body.
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