Heb 12:14



 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace or harmony” in this context.  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to Pursue, strive for, seek after, aspire to something Rom 14:19; Heb 12:14.”


The present tense is an ingressive, customary, and tendential present, which regards the action as normally expected to start, because it has not yet begun.  It could also be a progressive present, which expects a current action in progress to continue.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected and commanded to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “with all or everyone,” and refers to all men or all people.  This is followed by the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HAGIASMOS, which means “holiness, consecration, sanctification; used in a moral sense for a process or its result (the state of being made holy) Rom 6:19, 22; 1 Thes 4:3-4, 7; 1 Tim 2:15; Heb 12:14; 2 Thes 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2; 1 Cor 1:30.”
  The presence of the article with this noun after KAI and no article with the previous accusative noun EIRĒNĒ indicates that “peace” and “sanctification” are not the same concept, but two separate ideas or concepts.

“Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue experiential] sanctification,”

 is the postpositive preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, which means “without which” or “apart from which” and refers to the masculine singular noun “sanctification.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one” and referring to no member of the human race.  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place in eternity for the unbeliever.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, indicating that the subject “no one” (who is an unbeliever) will produce the action of seeing the Lord.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“without which [sanctification] no one will see the Lord,”

Heb 12:14 corrected translation
“Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue] the sanctification, without which [sanctification] no one will see the Lord,”
Explanation:
1.  “Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue] the sanctification,”

a.  Once the process of spiritual recovery has begun with the acknowledgment of our sins to God, the next step is to press on in the execution of the spiritual life.  This is described by Paul in Phil 3:13-16, “Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won [attained the status of winner believer], but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead, I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.  Therefore, as many as are mature ones, let us keep this in mind; in fact, if you have a different attitude in something [and you do], God will reveal even that to you; however, to that which we have attained we must keep advancing in ranks in conformity with it.”


b.  One part of this process of spiritual growth or experiential sanctification is the unconditional love God expects from us toward all others.  It is described here as pursuing peace with everyone.  This is the same thought expressed in:



(1)  Rom 14:19, “Consequently therefore, let us run after the things [doctrines] related to harmony and the things related to each other’s edification.”



(2)  Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for the one who loves the other [believer of a different personality] has fulfilled the Law.”



(3)  Rom 12:18, “If it is possible [and it is], as much as it depends on you, live in harmony with all men.”



(4)  Jam 3:17-18, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine [without hypocrisy].  Now the result of righteousness in the sphere of harmony is sown to the ones producing harmony.”



(5)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace [prosperity, harmony, reconciliation] will be with you.”



(6)  Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the peace/harmony/prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”



(7)  Because God expects peace/harmony/unconditional love from us, He is called “the God of peace” in Heb 13:20.


c.  Sanctification is the divine process whereby we become holy as God is holy.



(1)  We are commanded to enter into this process by this verse: “pursue sanctification.”



(2)  We enter into the sanctification process at salvation through the ministry of the Holy Spirit:




(a)  1 Cor 1:2, “to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, to those appointed saints, together with all those who call upon the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their [Lord] and ours.”




(b)  1 Cor 6:11, “In fact that is the sort of people you were, at least some of you.  But you permitted yourselves to be washed.  But you were sanctified.  But you were justified [acquitted, declared righteous, and made pure] by the agency of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the agency of the Spirit of our God.”




(c)  Heb 2:11, “For both He who sanctifies [Jesus Christ] and those who are sanctified [Church Age believers] [are] all from one [God]; for which reason He [God the Son] is not ashamed to call them brothers,”




(d)  Heb 10:10, “By means of which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ one time.”




(e)  Heb 10:14, “For by means of one offering He has made perfect for all time those who are sanctified.”




(f)  Rom 15:16, “in order that I might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, in order that the offering consisting of the Gentiles might become acceptable, having been sanctified by the agency of the Holy Spirit.”




(g)  2 Thes 2:13, “Now we are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, loved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation by means of the sanctification from the Spirit and belief in the truth [Bible doctrine],”




(h)  1 Pet 1:2, “according to the predestination of God the Father because of the sanctification from the Spirit resulting in obedience, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.  May grace and prosperity be multiplied toward you.”



(3)  We continue in this process of sanctification by the execution of the spiritual life.




(a)  1 Cor 1:30, “But because of Him [God the Father] you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God [God the Father], both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption,”




(b)  Col 3:12-15, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint [maybe they will and maybe they won’t]; just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].  But above all these things put on unconditional love, which is the bond of completeness.  Furthermore, let the peace/harmony/prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”




(c)  2 Tim 2:21, “Therefore, if anyone has cleaned out himself from these things [impiety, false teaching, unrighteousness], he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor, having been sanctified, useful to the Master, having been prepared for the purpose of every good work.”




(d)  1 Thes 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality,” 1 Thes 4:7, “For God [the Father] has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.”




(e)  1 Tim 2:15, “However, she shall be saved through the agency of child-bearing.), if they continue in doctrine and virtue-love; that is, [experiential] sanctification associated with stability of mind.”




(f)  Rom 6:19, “(I am using a human illustration [slavery] because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”




(g)  2 Cor 7:1, “Therefore, because we keep on having these promises, beloved ones, let us purify ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, in order to complete holiness [sanctification] because of respect for God.”



(4)  The culmination of the process of sanctification is our resurrection.




(a)  Rom 6:22, “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”




(b)  2 Pet 1:11, “For in this manner [execution of verses 5-7, the plan of God], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification] will be richly supplied to you.”




(c)  1 Cor 1:8, “who will also strengthen you until the end [of the Church Age], the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”




(d)  Phil 3:21, “who will transform the body of our humble station similar in form to the body of His glory according to His operational power of the ability even to subordinate to Himself all things.”




(e)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”




(f)  1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that when He will be revealed, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”




(g)  1 Cor 15:42-54, “The resurrection of the dead [is] in this manner also.  It is sown in the state of corruption.  It is raised in a state of immortality.  It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.  It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a physical body [and there is\, there is also a spiritual.  So also it stands written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’  The Last Adam [became] a life-giving spirit.  However, the spiritual [body] is not first, but the physical, then the spiritual.  The first man [is] made from the dust of the earth; the second man [is] from heaven.  As [is] the earthly, so also [are] the earthly ones, and as [is] the heavenly, so also are the heavenly ones.  Indeed just as we have borne the appearance of the earthly [man], we will bear the image of the heavenly [man].  Now I mean this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does depravity inherit immortality.  Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”


d.  Therefore, how does the believer pursue sanctification?



(1)  The believer does not have to pursue positional sanctification, because it is given to him or her as a grace gift from God at the moment of salvation.



(2)  The believer does not have to pursue ultimate sanctification, because it is given to him or her as a grace gift from God at the resurrection of the Church.



(3)  Therefore, the only sanctification the believer can pursue is his or her own experiential sanctification.  This can only be done by acknowledging our sins to God when necessary and obeying the commands to pursue peace with everyone, which is synonymous with the command to love one another.


e.  The main objective in the spiritual life after salvation or recovery from carnality is to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


f.  The purpose of this growth in grace is to learn to be gracious to others.


g.  Graciousness to others is the unconditional love God expects of all of us to all others.


h.  Unconditional love toward others is the production of harmony toward others, which also functions in our ministry of reconciling others to God.  Our ministry of being at peace with others is a direct demonstration and witness of God offering His peace to them, which is our ministry of reconciliation.  This leads our writer right into his next thought, which is the fact that without being reconciled to God, the unbeliever will not see the Lord in heaven in the eternal state.

2.  “without which [sanctification] no one will see the Lord,”

a.  Thinking about our experiential sanctification as believers led the writer of Hebrews to think about the importance of positional sanctification for mankind in general.


b.  The phrase “seeing the Lord” is a metaphor for eternal salvation.  Therefore, this statement is saying that without positional sanctification (which means without being entered into union with Christ through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit the moment a person believes in Christ) there is no eternal salvation.  This same concept was taught by our Lord in Jn 3:3, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”


c.  Without sanctification there is no salvation and without salvation there is no sanctification.  Positional sanctification is equivalent to eternal salvation.  Without salvation the unbeliever will only see the Lord in judgment at the Last Judgment.  The unbeliever will never see the Lord in the new heavens and new earth in the eternal state as the completely glorified God-Man.


d.  Only the believer will see the Lord forever in the eternal state as God the Father has intended for us to see Him.  The unbeliever will see nothing in “the gloom of darkness” described in 2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane, for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”


e.  The unbeliever lived their human life in the kingdom of darkness and will spend eternity in chains of darkness, Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment.”


f.  Sanctification is removal from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.



(1)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in darkness [the state of spiritual death], but now [you are] light in the Lord.  Continue walking as children of light,”



(2)  Eph 6:12, “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”



(3)  Col 1:13, “Who [God the Father] has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”



(4)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”



(5)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


g.  Therefore we have a ministry of reconciliation to the unbeliever, so they can be sanctified through faith in Christ, just as we have been.  This is our bond of peace or reconciliation which we have with them, which is another means by which we pursue peace with the unbeliever in addition to our unconditional love.
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