Heb 11:8



- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in both its active and passive sense here, translated “By means of confidence in doctrine.”  (See verse 3 for the full explanation.)  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called, invited, or summoned.”


The present tense is historical present, which is used for dramatic effect, when the writer wants the readers to imagine that they are present and witnessing a past event.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action of being called or summoned by the Lord to do something.


The participle is a temporal participle and an antecedent participle, indicating that this action happened prior to the action of the main verb.  It should be translated “after being called.”

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ABRAAM, which we transliterate as “Abraham.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to obey.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham, after being called, obeyed”

- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of means, which describes the way in which the action of the controlling verb (to obey) is accomplished.  It answers the question, “How did he obey?”  Abraham obeyed “by going out.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun TOPOS, meaning “to a place.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the accusative masculine singular noun TOPOS, just mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to.”


The imperfect tense is a tendential imperfect, which indicates was about to take place in the past.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action of being about to receive a place for an inheritance.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action of receiving.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with the verb MELLW to complete its meaning.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun KLĒRONOMIA, which means “for the purpose of an inheritance.”

“by going out to a place which he was about to receive for an inheritance.”

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPISTAMAI, which means “to know, be acquainted with Acts 10:28; 15:7; 18:25; 19:15, 25; 20:18; 22:19; 24:10; 26:26; Jude 10; Jam 4:14; Heb 11:8.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of the state of mind of Abraham at the time he left Ur of the Chaldees.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, Abraham producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “not knowing” or “not being acquainted with”

This is followed by the adverb of place POU, which means “where.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a historical present, which is used for dramatic effect, when the writer wants the readers to imagine that they present and witnessing a past event.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, Abraham producing the action of going.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“In fact he went out, not knowing where he was going.”

Heb 11:8 corrected translation
“By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham, after being called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was about to receive for an inheritance.  In fact he went out, not knowing where he was going.”
Explanation:
1.  “By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham, after being called, obeyed”

a.  The writer continues with the example of Abraham, who aside from Moses, had greater confidence in the word of God, promises of God, and doctrine from God than any other person in the Old Testament with the exception of John the Baptist.


b.  Abraham’s confidence in doctrine was demonstrated by his willingness to obey the Lord and leave his home at the call of God and go to a place, which he had never seen before, and even after entering this new country, he still lived like a nomad and never possessed any of the land, but waited for a city from the hand of God as his final home.


c.  Abraham did not go to the land of Canaan to possess it as his inheritance, but to demonstrate his obedience to the will of God.


d.  Again we have spiritual capacity righteousness defined as the willingness of a mature believer to obey the will of God.


e.  Abraham obeyed because of or by means of his confidence or faith in doctrine or what he believed.  Abraham obeyed because of his confidence in what he believed.  And what Abraham believed was what God told him to do.


f.  The demonstration of Abraham’s belief was his obedience.


g.  The mature believer demonstrates his trust and confidence in the word and will of God by his actions, by what he does, by how he obeys the word of God.


h.  You cannot call yourself spiritually mature, if you do not willingly and immediately obey the will of God, which you learn from the teaching of doctrine.


i.  The word of God in the New Testament has many doctrines, concepts, ideas, thoughts, injunctions, directions, and guidelines for us to follow.  As we grow up spiritually we incorporate more and more of these into the execution of our spiritual life; that is, the things we do every day.


j.  The more you obey the word of God, the more faith, trust, and confidence you have in it.


k.  The more faith, trust, and confidence you have in the word of God, the more you obey the will of God.


l.  The call of Abraham was the summons of God for him to act.  It has nothing to do with his being called as a believer, though his call as a believer certainly happened prior to this summons to leave Haran and go to the land of Canaan.


m.  The importance of Abraham’s obedience is mentioned in two other Scriptures:



(1)  Gen 22:18, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”



(2)  Gen 26:4-5, the Lord says to Jacob, “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.”

2.  “by going out to a place which he was about to receive for an inheritance.”

a.  This phrase indicates the means or manner in which Abraham obeyed.  It answers the question, “How did Abraham obey God?”  He did so by going out to the place where God told him to go.  He did what God wanted, even though it meant leaving his extended family, friends, job, home, etc.


b.  The story of Abraham’s journey from Ur to Canaan is found in Gen 11:31-12:5, “Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the land of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and settled there.  The days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died in Haran.  Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.’  So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him.  Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.”


c.  Stephen refers to this story in his defense before the Sanhedrin, Acts7:2-5, “And he said, ‘Hear me, brethren and fathers!  The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.’  Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran.  From there, after his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now living.  But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, and to his descendants after him.’”


d.  Even though the writer says that Abraham was about to receive the place where Abraham was going as an inheritance, Abraham never did receive any portion of the land of Canaan as his inheritance.  The “about to receive” refers to the eternal state, when the city of Abraham will be created by the Lord Jesus Christ and presented to Abraham as his eternal reward.  This will be mentioned in verse 10.  This city is described in Rev 21.


e.  So why does the writer say that Abraham went to a place where he was about to receive an inheritance?  Even though Abraham lived 175 years, one hundred of which were in the land of Canaan, those one hundred years are nothing compared to an eternal city from God as an inheritance.  Abraham will receive his inheritance at the end of human history and his inheritance will last forever.  He never expected to receive his eternal inheritance in time.

3.  “In fact he went out, not knowing where he was going.”

a.  This second sentence emphasizes the fact that faith, trust, and confidence in God involves not always having all the information one might desire.


b.  God often asks us to do things, even though we do not know why at the time.


c.  For example, God demands that we flee fornication.  Why?  Because He has a great plan for blessing us in marriage with wonderful happiness in sex with the right person, the only person who can ever make us happy in sex.  We certainly don’t know this experientially, but must have faith, trust, and confidence in the word or doctrine of God.


d.  The blessing from God will come in spite of us not always knowing why, when, or where God wants things done a certain way by us.


e.  The great test we take is our obedience to the will of God in spite of not knowing the who, what, when, where, or why of that obedience.


f.  The issue is not blind faith, but unconditional obedience to the will of God.


g.  Unconditional obedience to the will of God is a demonstration of unconditional love toward the word of God.


h.  Abraham did not need to know where he was going as a mature believer.  He just needed to know that the One who ordered Him to go there, was the same One who provided His eternal salvation.  If God could provide his eternal salvation, then He could certainly provide for anything Abraham needed in time.


i.  If God needed Abraham in Canaan, then Abraham was not about to violate the geographical will of God.  There is nothing but divine discipline for violation of the geographical will of God.  Abraham had already learned that doctrine and chose to follow the will and plan of God rather than his own will, plan, and purpose.  Abraham operated on God’s agenda rather than his own agenda.  When he failed to do so, he always got into trouble (for example, with Sarah in the court of the Egyptian king).


j.  Abraham understood God’s agenda and complied with it, even though he did not have all the answers at the time.  That’s confidence in doctrine.
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