Heb 11:33



- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to the great believers of the Old Testament and not just the persons mentioned in the previous statement.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “by means of confidence in doctrine,” where the active and passive meanings of PISTIS are combined into one idea: having faith, trust, or confidence in the word of God.  This is followed by the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb KATAGWNIZOMAI, which means “to conquer, defeat, or overcome.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning—the great believers of the Old Testament producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun BASILEIA, which means “kingdoms.”

“who by means of confidence in doctrine conquered kingdoms,”

- is the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, practice, perform or carry out.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning; the great believers of the Old Testament producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “justice, righteousness, or uprightness.”  With the verb ERGAZOMAI it means: “do what is right Acts 10:35; 1 Jn 2:29; 3:7, 10; Rev 22:11; accomplish righteousness Jam 1:20.”

“did what was right,”

- is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EPITUGCHANW, which means “to be successful in achieving or gaining what one seeks: obtain, attain to, or reach with the genitive of what is reached Heb 6:15; 11:33.”

 
The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the great believers of the Old Testament produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine plural noun EPAGGELIA, which means “promises.”

“obtained promises,”

 - is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PHRASSW, which means “to shut or close.”

 
The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that great believers of the Old Testament produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun STOMA, meaning “the mouths.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive masculine plural from the noun LEWN, meaning “of lions.”

“shut the mouths of lions,”

Heb 11:33 corrected translation
“who by means of confidence in doctrine conquered kingdoms, did what was right, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,”
Explanation:
1.  “who by means of confidence in doctrine conquered kingdoms,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads, “Furthermore, what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I describe in detail about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel and the prophets, who by means of confidence in doctrine conquered kingdoms, did what was right, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,…”


b.  This portion of the sentence continues with the acts of doctrinal heroism performed by the various great believers of the Old Testament.


c.  Notice that in each case of a believer doing something great in their spiritual life it was by means of faith, trust, or confidence in something, and that something was the word, revelation, promise, or character of God.


d.  The conquering of kingdoms occurred by:



(1)  Abraham’s victory over Chedorlaomer and the three other kings.



(2)  Joshua’s victories over the Canaanites.



(3)  Gideon’s victory over the Midianites.



(4)  Barak’s victory over the Canaanites.



(5)  Samson’ s victories over the Philistines.



(6)  Jephthah’s victory over the Ammonites.



(7)  David’s victories over the Philistines.

2.  “did what was right,”

a.  Positive, growing, and mature believers do what is right.  They do the right thing by doing what God wants.


b.  This is the production or execution of righteousness and justice in one’s life.  They are righteous and just toward others, which means, they do what is right, fair, reasonable, and gracious.  They act as God would act.


c.  Negative, apostate, reversionistic, degenerate believers do what they want.  They are selfish and pre-occupied with self.  If they do what is right, it is only because they seek approbation from others, or a “favor” from God, or want to get something out of it, or expect the person to reciprocate.


d.  You cannot become a mature believer without continually and consistently doing what is right; that is, what God wants.


e.  Obedience to God is “doing what is right.”


f.  We cannot go wrong by doing what is right.


g.  This does not mean that we won’t fail.  We will, and sometimes even greatly.  But spiritual maturity is characterized by the fact that the person does what is right under most circumstances in life.


h.  Having confidence in doctrine is the motivation for doing what is right.

3.  “obtained promises,”

a.  Abraham obtained the promises that he would have an heir from his own loins and become the father of many nations.  He obtained the promise of a great land to call his own.  He obtained the promise of a city from God.


b.  Moses received promises of the deliverance of the Jews from slavery in Egypt.


c.  Joshua, Gideon, Barak, and David all received promises of military victory over the enemies of Israel.


d.  David received the promise of a greater Son to rule over Israel.

4.  “shut the mouths of lions,”

a.  This can refer to several incidents mentioned in the Old Testament regarding great believers and their encounters with lions.

b.  Judg 14:5-6, “Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came as far as the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward him.  The Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily, so that he tore him as one tears a young goat though he had nothing in his hand.”


c.  1 Sam 17:34-35, “But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant was tending his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock, I went out after him and attacked him, and rescued it from his mouth; and when he rose up against me, I seized him by his beard and struck him and killed him.’”


d.  Dan 6:1-28.
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