Heb 11:32



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And, Furthermore, or Moreover,” which introduces another thought into the discussion.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the adverb ETI, which is used in a non-temporal sense, as adding something “to what is already at hand: in addition, more, also, other Mt 18:16.”
  This is followed by the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on as the writer writes this letter.


The active voice indicates that the writer of Hebrews produces the action of writing.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in interrogative sentences that need a decision about the proper course of action.  It is translated “shall I say?”

“Furthermore, what more shall I say?”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EPILEIPW, which means “to leave behind, hence, to not be enough, fail: time would fail me Heb 11:32.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that time will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me.”  This is followed by the accusative first person masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DIEGEOMAI, which means “to give a detailed account of something in words: tell, relate, describe Lk 8:39; Acts 8:33; Heb 11:32.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive voice indicates that the writer produces the action.


The participle is a conditional participle, indicating the condition that would result if the action of the main verb is carried out.  It is translated “if I describe in detail.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRONOS, meaning “time.”

“For time will fail me if I describe in detail”

- is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from a series of proper nouns.  It should be translated “about or concerning.”  Then we have the masculine singular nouns GEDEWN, transliterated “Gideon;” BARAK, transliterated “Barak;” SAMPSWN, transliterated “Sampson;” IEPHTHAE, transliterated “Jephthah;” DAUID and SAMOUEL, with the coordinating conjunctions TE KAI, (connecting concepts, usually of the same kind or corresponding as opposites.  In these uses can often be translated simply and.”
), transliterated “David and Samuel.”  Finally, we have the continuative use of KAI, meaning “and” with the genitive masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophets.”

“about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel and the prophets,”

Heb 11:32 corrected translation
“Furthermore, what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I describe in detail about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel and the prophets,”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, what more shall I say?”

a.  The writer continues with a rhetorical question.


b.  The answer is that he need not go into any more detail concerning the exploits of positive believers in the Old Testament, who learned the word of God and obeyed the will of God.


c.  He could go on with example after example, but he has made his point sufficiently to carry on with his discussion.

2.  “For time will fail me if I describe in detail”

a.  The writer now gives an explanation of why he cannot continue in his list of believers who responded to the word and will of God with great doctrinal application.


b.  There is not enough time for him to do so.  The events in the lives of the great spiritual heroes of the Old Testament should be studied, but the letter he is writing is not the time or place for this.  The Church Age doctrine of the High Priesthood of Christ and the subject of the importance of the learning and application doctrine must be completed first.

3.  “about Gideon,”

a.  “Also named Jerubbaal (Judg 6:32, etc.) and Jerubbesheth (2 Sam 11:21), the youngest son of Joash, of the family of Abiezer in the tribe of Manasseh.  He became the chief leader of Manasseh and the fifth recorded judge of Israel.  The record of his life is found in Judg 6–8.  The Midianites (camel-riding bedouin) under Zebah and Zalmunna, their two great chiefs, accompanied by other tribes of the eastern desert, gradually encroached on Israel’s territory in central Palestine.  They came first as marauders and pillagers at the time of the harvests, but later they forcibly took possession of lands, inflicting permanent injury and loss, especially upon Manasseh and Ephraim.  The conflicts became so numerous and the appropriation of the land so flagrant that sustenance became a serious problem and defense difficult (Judg 6:4).  The Israelites, lacking a sense of national unity, took to dens, caves, and rocky strongholds for safety (6:2).  After seven years of such invasion and suffering, Gideon came upon the scene.  Gideon had already distinguished himself in Israel’s resistance to the Midianites (Judg 6:12), but he now received divine commission to assume the leadership against them.  Having hid his own little harvest in a secret place for threshing that it might escape the greed of the Midianites, he was surprised while at work by a visit from an angel of the Lord (6:11–24).  There can be no question of the divine origin of Gideon’s call or of the authenticity of God’s voice.  The call came to him as a surprise, and found him distrustful both of himself (6:15) and of his people (verse 13).  Only his conviction that it was a divine command persuaded him to assume leadership.  Gideon, with a servant, went under cover of darkness to the edge of the camp of his enemy, and there heard the relating and interpreting of a dream, which greatly encouraged him and led him to strike an immediate blow (Judg 7:9–22).  Dividing the remnant of his band into three equal parts, Gideon ordered that with trumpets, with lights concealed in pitchers, and with the cry, ‘The sword of Yahweh and of Gideon!’ they should charge the Midianites simultaneously from three sides. This strategy of concealing his numbers and terrifying the enemy succeeded, and the Midianites and their confused allies fled in disorder toward the Jordan (7:18–22).  The rout was complete, and victory was ensured when the enemy turned their swords against one another in the darkness.”


b.  Read Judges 7:1-22; 8:10-12.

4.  “Barak,”

a.  “The son of Abinoam of Kedesh, a refuge city in Naphtali.  He was summoned by the prophetess Deborah to lead his countrymen to war against Jabin king of the Canaanites, whose army was under the leadership of Sisera.  Israel was suffering under the oppression of the Canaanites (Judg 4:2f) and the land was in a state of near anarchy: the caravan roads were in danger and traffic almost ceased; the cultivated lands were plundered; the fighting men in Israel were disarmed, and neither a shield nor a spear could be found among forty thousand in Israel (5:6–8).  According to the prose narrative, Barak was summoned in the name of Yahweh by the prophetess Deborah, who was judging Israel at that time, to gather an army of ten thousand on Mt. Tabor and meet Jabin’s army near the brook Kishon (4:6f).  Barak refused to go unless Deborah would accompany him.  Deborah consented to go with him, but apprised him that the glory of bringing down Sisera would go not to him but to a woman (verses 8f).  With an army of ten thousand men Barak, accompanied by Deborah, went up to Mt. Tabor, about 12 miles NE of Megiddo.  This location was favorable to the poorly armed Israelites, for the wooded slopes protected them against the iron chariots of the Canaanites.  Sisera, informed that the Israelites were positioning themselves on Mt. Tabor, mustered his troops and approached from Harosheth-ha-goiim to the brook Kishon in the Valley of Jezreel.  With Deborah’s assurance that Yahweh would bring them victory, Barak and his army rushed down upon the Canaanites, completely routing them.  The victory, however, is attributed to Yahweh, for He fought against the Canaanites with a storm that caused the brook Kishon to become a raging torrent overflowing its banks.  Thus the plain became a morass in which Sisera’s troops found it impossible to maneuver.  Barak pursued the Canaanite army all the way to Harosheth-ha-goiim, ‘and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left’ (4:16).  Sisera, however, fled on foot; and Deborah’s prophecy was fulfilled when Barak found him murdered by JAEL in her tent.”


b.  Read Judges 4:4-24.


c.  Barak had confidence in the word of the Lord, which came through Deborah, the prophetess and judge of Israel.  He acted on the promise that the Lord would fight for the army of Israel against her enemy.

5.  “Samson,”

a.  “The last of the judges of Israel (Judg 13–16), Samuel excepted.  His twenty-year judgeship (Judg 15:20; 16:31) began circa 1070 B.C.  God raised up Samson to make coexistence with the Philistines less comfortable (Judg 14:4).  He was to ‘begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines’ (13:5), i.e., from being dominated and absorbed by them (cf. Ex 19:5f; Lev 20:26).  According to the OT, that was his life’s purpose.  Sometime thereafter, the Philistines encamped in Judah in order to capture Samson (15:9f).  The men of Judah, fearful of antagonizing the Philistines, sought to hand him over to them.  Samson showed considerable control with his countrymen, allowing them to deliver him bound over to the enemy (verses 11–13).  But as the Philistines came shouting to meet him, the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him (verse 14), and with the jawbone of an ass he killed a thousand men (verses 15f).  The last scene depicts Samson’s return to the Lord’s favor (16:23–30).  The Philistines held a feast to celebrate their god Dagon’s victory over Samson, and the defeated Israelite was brought in to ‘make sport’ for them.  The humiliated Samson called once again upon the Lord for assistance, and his vengeful motives again aligned with God’s purpose of discomfiting the Philistines.  In a grim heroic climax, Samson slipped the two main supporting pillars of the temple portico off their pedestals and brought the house down, killing about three thousand people — including himself.  The God of Israel had shown Himself more powerful than Dagon.  Ironically, Samson killed more Philistines at his death than during the rest of his life.”


b.  Read Judges 15:9-16; 16:23-30.

6.  “Jephthah,”

a.  “A military leader who successfully directed Gilead’s resistance of Ammonite occupation and subsequently served as judge (Judg 10:6–12:7).  The main body of the Jephthah cycle begins inauspiciously with Jephthah, son of a harlot and ‘Gilead’ expelled from his home by his half-brothers.  Like Abimelech (Judg 9:4) and David (1 Sam 22:1–2), Jephthah becomes a brigand chief.  Later, the Gileadite elders appeal to Jephthah to use his fighting skills against their Ammonite oppressors.  After negotiating to become not only Gilead’s temporary military commander but also permanent chief, Jephthah consents.”


b.  Read Judges 10:10-11:11; 11:29-33.


c.  Jephthah is also mentioned in the commentary of 1 Sam 12:9-11, “But they forgot the Lord their God, so He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against them.

They cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned because we have forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve You.’  Then the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Bedan and Jephthah and Samuel, and delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around, so that you lived in security.”

7.  “David and Samuel”

a.  “Samuel was the last leader of Israel in the pre-monarchical period, who anointed both Saul and David.  He functioned as a priest-prophet at Shiloh, as a seer at Ramah, and as the last of the great judges in early Israel.  Neither the date of Samuel’s birth nor that of his death is known, but his life is to be placed in (the last two-thirds of) the 11th century B.C.  Because Yahweh appeared repeatedly to Samuel at Shiloh and revealed Himself to him, all Israel knew that Samuel was established as a prophet for Yahweh (3:20f).  At Mizpah he led the people to repent and prayed for them while offering up a whole burnt offering, and Yahweh gave Israel a decisive victory over the Philistines.”

 
b.  David’s victories over the Philistines are well known with his defeat of Goliath.  His love of God’s word and willingness to obey God made him the greatest ruler of Israel.  To describe all his doctrinal exploits and applications would take several years.

8.  “and the prophets,”

a.  This includes the confidence in doctrine of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, etc.


b.  The point is that all of these men had absolute confidence in the word of God and acted upon that confidence in the execution of their spiritual life.
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