Heb 11:30



- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in both its active and passive sense here, translated “By means of confidence in doctrine.”  (See verse 3 for the full explanation.)  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun TEICHOS, meaning “the walls.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular proper noun IERICHO, translated “of Jericho.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall, fall to pieces, collapse, go down Acts 15:16; Mt 7:25, 27; Heb 11:30; Lk 13:4; 11:17.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the walls of Jericho produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

“By means of confidence in doctrine the walls of Jericho collapsed,”

 - is the nominative of explanation from the neuter plural aorist passive participle of the verb KUKLOW, which means “to move full circle around an object, go around, circle round of Jericho’s walls they fell after the Israelites had marched around them seven days Heb 11:30 (Josh 6:20).”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the walls of Jericho received the action of being marched around for seven days.


The participle is a temporal participle, indicating the time relative to the action of the main verb that another action took place.  The action of this aorist participle precedes or is antecedent to the action of the previous aorist main verb, compare Josh 6:15, 20.  It should be translated “after being marching around.”

Finally, we have preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time, translated “for”) from the feminine plural adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven” and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “days.”

“after being marched around for seven days.”

Heb 11:30 corrected translation
“By means of confidence in doctrine the walls of Jericho collapsed, after being marched around for seven days.”
Explanation:
1.  “By means of confidence in doctrine the walls of Jericho collapsed,”

a.  The next illustration of spiritual maturity regards the Jewish army of the second generation of Jews after the Exodus generation had died off.  These were the sons and daughters of the apostate Exodus generation, who grew up being positive to doctrine, and following the leadership of Moses, Joshua, and Caleb.


b.  The background for this illustration is found in Josh 6:1-21.


c.  Jericho is located about 10 miles northwest of the entrance of the Jordan River into the Dead Sea.
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d.  Walter Kaiser provides the following archeological information regarding this event.



“As one academician recently quipped, ‘All the shouting and trumpet blowing in the world will not cause fifteen-foot-thick walls to collapse.  The whole Joshua/Jericho account is just a religious legend.’  The archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon affirmed right up to her death in 1978 that the evidence for a conquest of this city during the days of Joshua was plain missing.

 

However, Kenyon based her conclusion on a very limited excavation area (two 26-foot squares), and her dating was based solely on the fact that she failed to find any expensive, imported pottery from Cyprus, which was common to the Late Bronze I period (that is, the days of Joshua).  But she grounded this conclusion on a small excavation area in an impoverished part of the city, a city obviously situated far away from the major trade routes.  However, an evangelical archaeologist, Bryant G. Wood, argues just the reverse.  In his judgment the ceramic evidence does validate a date around 1450 to 1400 B.C.  Furthermore, Jericho is one of the oldest cities in the world and one of the best fortified.  The outer wall surrounded the city with stone about twelve feet high.  In back of that there was an inner mud-brick wall about eighteen feet high.  Behind that wall there was a sloping earthen embankment going around the inside of the entire city. At the top of the embankment was another mud-brick wall approximately fifteen feet high, below which the houses of Jericho’s outcasts were placed.  This is where the harlot Rahab no doubt lived.  Archaeologists found the base of the outer wall had collapsed into piles of bricks.



So how did the Israelites get over these walls?  If an earthquake was responsible for stopping up the Jordan River as the Israelites crossed over in the days just prior to the siege of Jericho (Josh 3:16), it is reasonable to assume that the same earthquake left cracks and serious fissures in the walls of Jericho.  Some think there is evidence for an earthquake of the magnitude of 8.0 on the Richter scale (a quake, if that estimate is correct, that would match the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco).



When a further quake at the time of the Israelites’ seventh circling of the city on the seventh day hit (or, alternatively, as a result of aftershocks on the already weakened walls from the previous earthquake), the mud-brick walls collapsed over the outer stone wall, forming a ramp for the Israelites to go up and enter the city and set it on fire.



All archaeologists attest that there were great quantities of grain found within the city, indicating both that it was a very short siege and that the normal looting and plundering of whatever grain remained was not carried out since the Israelites were under an interdict that nothing should be taken; it was dedicated to the Lord for destruction.



The earlier excavator of the city, John Garstang, at the beginning of this century, was confident that the city fell in the times of Joshua, around 1400 B.C.  To demonstrate this, he produced a series of scarabs, small Egyptian amulets shaped like the scarab beetle, often with the name of a Pharaoh on the bottom of them. These scarabs represented the line of the Pharaohs right up to the time of the Pharaoh who died in 1349 B.C.  Added evidence came from a recent carbon-14 sample from material from the Jericho site that dated to 1410 B.C., plus or minus forty years.



Accordingly, the evidence is mounting that Jericho was captured as Israel claimed around 1400 B.C.  The city, indeed, was heavily fortified (Josh 2:5, 7, 15; 6:5, 20).  The attack did come just after the harvest time in the late spring (Josh 2:6; 3:15; 5:10).  The siege was short (Josh 6:15) and the walls were breached, possibly by an earthquake (Josh 6:20).”


e.  It is interesting that the author of Hebrews focuses not on the miracle performed by God, but on the confidence in the Lord’s promise to the soldiers in the army, Josh 6:5, “It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead.”  The Lord Jesus Christ honored their confidence in His promise.


f.  God honors His word to those who trust in and put their confidence in Him.  This is especially true of the mature believer.  This is the lesson the writer is trying to impress upon the minds of his readers.

2.  “after being marched around for seven days.”

a.  The Jewish army had to maintain their confidence in doctrine for seven days.


b.  The thirteen trips around the town during a seven-day period (once per day on the first six days plus seven times on the seventh day) was a grace period from the Lord for the evangelization of the people of Jericho.  However, the people of the city were locked into negative volition to the gospel and paid the price for it with their lives.


c.  The seven days of marching around the city was both a tactical deception and an effective piece of psychological warfare.  It would create confusion to the leaders of the city, since they would not know when or where the Israelite army would strike.  The encircling also made certain the population of the city knew they were surrounded and had no chance of escape.


d.  The seven days of marching around the city built the confidence of the soldiers and prepared them mentally for battle.  Each day their confidence in doctrine grew stronger.
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