Heb 11:17



- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in both its active and passive sense here, translated “By means of confidence in doctrine.”  (See verse 3 for the full explanation.)  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to bring, offer, or present an offering.”


The perfect tense is a Perfect of Allegory.  “The perfect tense can be used to refer to an OT event in such a way that the event is viewed in terms of its allegorical or applicational value. This usage is rare, though the author of Hebrews is particularly fond of it.  To call a perfect an allegorical perfect does not necessarily mean that the biblical author is speaking allegorically; sometimes it focuses on the paradigmatic significance of the OT event.  It was as though this type of Christian interpretation viewed the OT narrative as ‘contemporary’, and could therefore say ‘such-and-such an incident has happened’.  It is, in fact, a logical extension of the Greek Perfect used of a past but still relevant event.”


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ABRAAM, transliterated as “Abraham.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun ISAAK, transliterated as “Isaac.”  This is followed by the parenthetical nominative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to endeavor to discover the nature or character of something by testing: try, make trial of, put to the test, used of God or Christ, who put people to the test, in a favorable sense, so that they may prove themselves true Jn 6:6; Heb 11:17.”


The present tense is a historical present, which regards the past action as if it were presently occurring for the sake of dramatic emphasis.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action of being tested.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated “when being tested.”

“By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham has offered Isaac, when being tested;”

- is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, which does not introduce new information, but introduces a more specific restatement of what has just been said.  It should be translated “that is.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated “his” and the adjective MONOGENĒS, which means “the only one of its kind within a specific relationship, one and only, only of children: of Isaac, Abraham’s only son Heb 11:17; of an only son Lk 7:12; 9:38; of a daughter of Jairus 8:42.”
  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to offer.”


The imperfect tense is a Conative (Voluntative, Tendential) Imperfect.  This use of the imperfect tense occasionally portrays the action as something that was desired (voluntative), attempted (conative), or at the point of almost happening (tendential).


The active voice indicates that Abraham attempted to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what almost happened.

“that is, he attempted to offer his one and only son,”

- is the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular articular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb ANADECHOMAI, which means “accept, receive Heb 11:17.”


Because the participle is in the nominative case, it can only refer to the nominative subject, Abraham.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a historical fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, Abraham having produced the action.


The participle is causal, which indicates the reason why Abraham attempted to offer Isaac.  It is translated “because he accepted the promises.”  The causal use of the nominative participle after the main verb is also seen in Acts 16:34, “he rejoiced with his whole house, because he had believed in God.”

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promises” and refers to the promises God had made to Abraham.

“because he accepted the promises,”

Heb 11:17 corrected translation
“By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham has offered Isaac, when being tested; that is, he attempted to offer his one and only son, because he accepted the promises,”
Explanation:
1.  “By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham has offered Isaac, when being tested;”

a.  The writer continues with his illustrations of spiritually mature believers who did not lose their confidence in doctrine by returning to the greatest event in the life of Abraham—the offering of his son Isaac.


b.  There was no possible way Abraham could offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God without complete, total, and absolute confidence in the doctrine in his soul.


c.  The confidence in doctrine that Abraham had was his confidence in the doctrine of resurrection.


d.  The background behind this story is found in Gen 22:1-18.

22:1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”

22:2 He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.”

22:3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.

22:4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance.

22:5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you.”

22:6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife.  So the two of them walked on together.

22:7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

22:8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  So the two of them walked on together.

22:9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

22:10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

22:11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”

22:12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

22:13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.

22:14 Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.”

22:15 Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,

22:16 and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son,

22:17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.

22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”


e.  This testing of Abraham was evidence testing before the Supreme Court of Heaven to prove to Satan that an inferior creature to Satan (a man) would obey God implicitly because he had absolute confidence in God’s promise of resurrection.


f.  Abraham’s confidence in the doctrine of resurrection was the same confidence in the doctrine of resurrection that the humanity of Christ had.  This is why Abraham was one of the greatest believers of the Old Testament.


g.  The greatness of the believer in the royal family of God is also found in their absolute confidence in the doctrine of resurrection.  You cannot be a spiritually mature believer without absolute confidence in the doctrine of resurrection.


h.  Abraham’s confidence in resurrection was demonstrated in two ways:



(1)  He made the statement to his servants, “we will worship and return to you.”



(2)  He attempted to offer Isaac, and would have done so had the Lord not stopped him.


i.  The Lord stopped Abraham because the point had been proven that Abraham was going to go through with the sacrifice.  Even bloodthirsty Satan had to concede that Abraham was going to obey the will of God regardless of the cost.


j.  This evidence testing was thought testing of the highest type.  The doctrine of resurrection had to be more real to Abraham than the physical death of his son, and it was.


k.  Confidence in doctrine is how we pass every test in life that God provides for us in grace.  1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”

2.  “and he attempted to offer his one and only son,”

a.  This phrase explains that Abraham was only able to make the attempt to offer Isaac.  God would not actually permit a human sacrifice of anyone but His uniquely-born Son.


b.  Isaac is a type or example of the offering of the Son of God by God the Father.


c.  Isaac is called the MONOGENĒS son, which is the same title given of Christ in Jn 3:16.  There are two meanings of the Greek word.  It is used for uniquely-born and it is used for someone’s only child.  In the case of our Lord it means “uniquely-born” (see the BDAG Lexicon), because of the virgin pregnancy and birth.  In the case of Isaac it means only son, not because Abraham had no other children, but because Isaac was the only son who believed in the same promises of God, which Abraham believed.  This is the reason why the next statement is added.


d.  Isaac was the one and only son of Abraham who believed in Christ, which is why the line of Christ comes down from Abraham through Isaac and Jacob.


e.  Isaac was the one and only son of Abraham who, like his father, also accepted all the promises of the Lord, which had been given to Abraham.  Because Isaac accepted the promises of God that his father had accepted, these promises were reiterated to him


f.  Isaac was a believer.  The rest of Abraham’s sons apparently were not.

3.  “because he accepted the promises,”

a.  The subject here is Abraham; for the nominative case refers this participle back to Abraham, the subject of the sentence and not to Isaac, even though Isaac also accepted the same promises given by the Lord to him that were given to his father Abraham.


b.   The emphasis of this statement is that Abraham accepted as true the promises made by God to him.


c.  Mature believers accept as true the verbal or written promises of God.


d.  You cannot be a mature believer and doubt the veracity or truthfulness of God.


e.  Abraham would never have been able to offer his son Isaac had he not accepted the promises of God.


f.  The one key promise of God that Abraham absolutely and confidently believed was the promise of resurrection and eternal life.


g.  Abraham’s acceptance of the promise of resurrection, which is part of the offer of eternal life (for the two cannot logically be separated), was the basis upon which he was able to offer his only son who had believed in Christ.  This is the point of verse 19.

4.  The biblical commentary on this act of Abraham is given by James in Jam 2:21-23, “Was not Abraham, our father, justified by means of actions, having offered up Isaac, his son, on the altar?  You perceive that doctrine kept on working together with his actions and by actions doctrine accomplished its goal; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Now Abraham had believed in God [Jesus Christ] and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ likewise he was designated ‘the lover of God’.”


a.  The righteousness that was credited to Abraham, when he offered up Isaac at age 125, was not the righteousness credited to him at his salvation, which had occurred over 75 years previously, when Abraham was told by the Lord to leave Ur.


b.  The righteousness credited to Abraham when he attempted to offer up Isaac because of his confidence in the doctrine of resurrection was that spiritual capacity righteousness attained by the spiritually mature believer through immediate, willing, obedience to the plan and purpose of God.
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