Heb 11:10



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EKDECHOMAI, which means “to remain in a place or state and await an event or the arrival of someone, expect, wait for Acts 17:16; 1 Cor 11:33; 16:11; Jam 5:7; Heb 11:10; 10:13.”


The imperfect tense is durative or progressive imperfect.  An act which began in the past is depicted as having continued over a period of time up to some undefined point.  The undefined point is sometime in the future, after the millennial reign of Christ.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Abraham having produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “the city.”  The noun is modified by the words between the article and the noun.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun THEMELIOS, meaning “foundation of the structural base for a building Lk 6:48, 49; 14:29; the foundations of the heavenly city built by God Heb 11:10.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “having.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the status of this city having a foundation.


The active voice indicates that the city produces the action of having a foundation.


The participle is an ascriptive participle, being used as an adjective to modify the accusative noun POLIS = city.

“For he kept on waiting for the city having foundations,”

 - is the possessive genitive feminine singular from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whose” and referring to the city.  This is really an accusative relative, functioning as the direct object of the main verb as the word POLIS = city is the direct object.  But the relative takes the genitive case to show the possessive idea and is a case of attraction.  Then we have the predicate nominative from two masculine singular nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The noun TECHNITĒS means “craftsperson, artisan, designer Acts 19:24, 38; Rev 18:22; as the architect of the heavenly city Heb 11:10.”
  The noun DĒMIOURGOS means “one who designs something and constructs it: craftsworker, builder, maker, creator.”
  This is the only use of this word in Scripture.  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“whose architect and builder [is] God.”

Heb 11:10 corrected translation
“For he kept on waiting for the city having foundations, whose architect and builder [is] God.”
Explanation:
1.  “For he kept on waiting for the city having foundations, whose architect and builder [is] God.”

a.  The writer continues with the reason why Abraham lived in the country of promise as an alien, dwelling in tents.


b.  Throughout his entire life on earth Abraham kept on waiting for a city built by the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  The architect and builder of this city is the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of all things.


d.  Our Lord is not only the designer of this city but the master builder.


e.  Therefore, since our Lord is perfect, everything He does is perfect, including the design and construction of this eternal city.


f.  Abraham had no need for an earthly city.  He was waiting for something far better in the future.


g.  Abraham did not want to live in any of the cities of Canaan made by man, but wanted to live in the great eternal city built by his Lord.


h.  Abraham looked forward to his eternal future.


i.  The foundations of this eternal city are the love, grace, righteousness, and justice of God.

2.  The city of God.


a.  The city of God is mentioned in several NT passages:



(1)  Heb 11:16, “But as it is, they desire a better country; that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”  This tells us that the city is already prepared.  It was prepared in the divine decrees in eternity past, but will not be created until after the millennial reign of Christ.  The design has already been prepared, the actual construction awaits fulfillment.



(2)  Heb 12:22, “But you have come to Mount Zion; that is, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels.”  Mount Zion and The Heavenly Jerusalem are titles for the city of God.  The city of God is used figuratively here for the eternal state of all believers.  We will live in heaven forever.



(3)  Heb 13:14, “For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.”  The word “here” refers to our earthly life in the cosmic system of Satan.  Our life on earth with a sin nature will not last.  But our life in the city of God in the eternal state will last forever.



(4)  Gal 4:26, “But the heavenly Jerusalem is free, which [heavenly Jerusalem] is our mother.”  The freedom here is a reference to freedom from the sin nature and its influence in the eternal state.



(5)  Rev 21:1-2, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.”  Rev 21:9-27, “Then one of the seven angels, who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, came and spoke with me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride [city], the wife of the Lamb’.  Then he carried me away in the Spirit [filling of Holy Spirit] to a great and high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God [the presence of the Shekinah glory].  Her brilliance was like a very precious gem, like a gem of crystal-clear diamond.  It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates; furthermore names were inscribed on them [the gates], which are the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.  And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall.  The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.  And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.  The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl.  And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”



(6)  There is an indirect reference to the city of God in Phil 3:20, “For you see our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”


b.  Some commentators consider this city to not be a literal city, but a metaphor for living in heaven in the eternal state.  The problem with this interpretation is that the city is described as having gates, walls, foundation stones, and streets.  It is also made out of material things such as gold, pearls, and every kind of precious stones.


c.  The New Jerusalem is a heavenly city on earth.  The new heavens, new earth, and New Jerusalem are all a part of the eternal state.  They are all one thing—the eternal state.  They are real, literal, and made by the Lord Jesus for those who have believed in Him, like Abraham.
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