Heb 10:4



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why the yearly offering of animal sacrifices was a reminder of sinfulness.  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective ADUNATOS, meaning “impossible” (see also Heb 6:4, 18; 11:6).  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”  Then we have the accusative-infinitive construction.  First, we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the neuter singular noun HAIMA, meaning “the blood.”  This noun is modified by the possessive genitive masculine plural nouns TAUROS and TRAGOS with the connective KAI, meaning “of bulls and goats.”

“For [it is] impossible for the blood of bulls and goats”

 - is the present active infinitive from the verb APHAIREW, which means “to take away, do away with, remove Lk 1:25; Heb 10:4.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the blood of animal sacrifices produces the action of not being able to take away something.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which is used to clarify or explain a noun or adjective (here it explains the adjective ADUNATOS = impossible).

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sins.”

“to take away sins.”

Heb 10:4 corrected translation
“For [it is] impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”
Explanation:
1.  “For [it is] impossible”

a.  The writer continues with the reason why the yearly offering of animal sacrifices was a reminder of sinfulness.


b.  The yearly offering of animal sacrifices were totally powerless to take away sins as a barrier between God and man.


c.  It was impossible for the animal sacrifices to free the conscience of the worshiper of the guilt of sinfulness.


d.  It was impossible for the animal sacrifices to atone for sins.


e.  It was impossible for the animal sacrifices to satisfy the righteous demands of the justice of God.


f.  It was impossible for the animal sacrifices as shadows to do what only the reality of the person of Christ could do.


g.  There never has been and never will be an animal sacrifice that propitiates the justice of God.  This is why the writer will quote Ps 40:6 in his next statement, “Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired.”

2.  “for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”

a.  The writer continues by stating what was impossible—the removal of sins and the guilt of sin by any animal sacrifice.


b.  The offering of the bull is mentioned in Lev 4, 16.


c.  The offering of the goat as a sin offering is mentioned in Num 7:16.


d.  The blood of the animals refers to their life, Lev 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.”


e.  As F.F. Bruce states in his commentary (p. 238), “Moral defilement cannot be removed by material means.”  This is why our Lord’s death on the Cross had to be a spiritual death for the atonement for our sinfulness rather than a physical death.


f.  The material sacrifice of the physical life of the animal was a shadow of the immaterial sacrifice of the spiritual life of our Lord.


g.  Note Ps 51:10, 16-17, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”


h.  Related Old Testament passages:



(1)  1 Sam 15:22, “Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.’”



(2)  Jer 7:21-23, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat flesh.  For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.  But this is what I commanded them, saying, “Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you.”’”



(3)  Ps 40:6-8, “Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears You have opened; Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me.  I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my heart.’”



(4)  Isa 1:11-17, “‘What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?’ Says the Lord. ‘I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.  When you come to appear before Me, who requires of you this trampling of My courts?  Bring your worthless offerings no longer; incense is an abomination to Me.  New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.  I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts; they have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them.  So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen.  Your hands are covered with blood.  Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from My sight.  Cease to do evil.  Learn to do good; seek justice; reprove the ruthless; defend the orphan; plead for the widow.’”



(5)  Amos 5:21-24, “I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies.  Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; and I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings.  Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps.  But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”



(6)  Hos 6:6, “For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”



(7)  Ps 69:30-31, “I will praise the name of God with song and magnify Him with thanksgiving.  And it will please the Lord better than an ox or a young bull with horns and hoofs.”
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